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MENT, in CONTROVERSIES of RELIGION, 


Together with: 
Ten Argunights or Reaſons, diſcovering the preſent Pa- 
pal Church of Rome, to be no true Church of Chriſt; 


WHEREIN 
[Itis db evin ced, Thatthe preſent 4/ſemblies of Baptized | 
Believers, are thetrue Church of Jeſus Chriſt, 
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Luke 16,29,31, They have Mof es and the Prophets, let them hear 
them. -—4f they hear nat Moſes and the Prophets, neither will 
| they be perſmaded rhough oxe ſhould r1 fe from the dead. _- 
Ezck. 20, 18,x9, But 1 ſaid wntotherr children — Walk ye not in | 
the Statutes "of your fathers, &c, -—I an the Lord your God,walk, | 
[ y Statater, and keep my Fudgments, and do them — | 
.12.48. The Ward that I have Ipokenthr ſane wo judge you ix | 
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containing a Review of all thar had*beeh ſaid in way of \Anſwer to the 
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But I have heard of late, bay þ e. out of this Nation, fo that I 
expett no more Reply from hint. * iow" 6 gÞ for divers Reaſons hereafter 
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ſhewed, I hgug not puplghed the whgole Diſcaurſe ( whigh, if neeibe, may 
an duc _ whos i to- ightr) yet 1 have wr; Bt. it meet there to [ct 
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1 Qu. 4. E” & "IS. 0 Wiffer abou the rome Chavich, 

Where .,we differ | wil. dah the meaning of Anthori, b&þ whoa 
abourthe ſenſe-of che: | ruſt we be Freed? They Carmer Jpn, for 
Word, by wham muſt. | 'rhowſalves more than the 5 
we be tryed? the dead | wheiber the Scriptures, compared 2 _ 
Letter cannot captain do not explain themſelves? alſo,whether it be 
it ſelf, A wot an opprobriens and 1gn0m:uious ſpeech for 

EY yeu to call ibe' Scripture a dead Lenter?" and. 
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 Whether.'you have 4 


really this mark, that 
is, whether you. can 
fetch out of all Ages 
and Nations,” Profeſ- 
fors.of your Religion; 
inparticular, you are 
defired to name but 
one or two in the firſt 
fix hundred years af- 
ter Chriſt of yourPro- 
feſſfion ; for example, 
ſuch as held the ſole- 
ſufficiency of Scrip- 
ture for decidingCon- 


troverfies, and deni-. 


ed-the lawfulneſs and 
uſefulneſs of Infant- 
Baptiſm ? 


e Autnor t6 the Reader? 
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' Whar'C harch can you name that hath 


 that'mark? eAnd whether the Woman that 
John ſaw, was not Rome? And whether 


her Cup was not unverſally received, ſo 


' | that all Nations were drunk, thereby ? 
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Whether any max can ſhew this mark, as 


it is here call'qfor, 'withoat the help of hu- 
mane Hiſtory ? and whether humane Hiſts- 
ry be 4. rule or gronnd for divine Faith ? 
And whether humane Hiſtories (eſpecially 
thoſe of the firft three hundred ) after Chriſt, 
were not moſt, if not all, burnt , which con- 
cerned the Church ? -and whether thoſe that 
remain are not contradiftory one to another ? 
Alſo, whether Tnfant-Baptiſm was ſo much 


' as heard of imthe firſt hundred ? and then, 
"how conld any be named that denied the uſe= 


fulneſs thereof ? Alſo, whether a Church, 


whoſe gathering, conſtitution and govern- 


ment is anſwerable to the Scripture, be net 
the true Church of Chrift ?- And whether 
the Churches of the Baptiſts do not therein 


exceed all other whatſoever ? 


Thw, Reader, I have given thee ſome account of the cauſes why 1 
© publiſh this Treatiſe ; I defire thee to peruſe it diligently, If +14} any 

thing the Trath be d:ſhonoared, through any Error maintained by me, 
& which a I do folemnly profeſs I am not conſciou to my ſelf ) then 


@ »0t for 


ar to blame me in a chriſtian ſort + only, if thou percerveſt 


me deficient 1n point of Language and Method, I deſire thee to bear 
with that ; for 1 am one.that gets my bread by the labour of my hands, 
and never ſalnted\the Schools to'gain the knowledge of thar Arts, 


From the Commen-Goal in the Caſtle 


of Lincoln, the 1oth of the 1x month, 


| _ (commonly called Fanuary ) 1662, 
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VIE QUERIES; 

.__ And jn him, toall the Sons of ' 

In the. County of LINCOLN... 

Ei Itherto the things pertaining ro Religion, 4s Re concery the 
Baptized Congregations,( commonly called Anabaptifis) and 
you that are commonly called Papiſts,have been very little con- 
troverted, And whether it ſhall ever pleaſe God to tryhas. 


Peoples Faith and Stedfaſineſs, bJ your open oppoſition, as he hath done it by 
others, I may not preſume to determine ; nor doubt I, but if it ſhall ſo fall 


CCC 
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ont, | be will advance his Trath- thereby, *< B., 
It ts moſt certain, that of thoſe many wayes whereby the antient path of 
the _ hath for a long time been oppoſed, there is not found any more 
potent than yours ; and the rather becauſe your ſubtilry is mterly unknown 
to the generality of Chriſtians in this Age and"Ngtion,- where your Reli- 

109 hath, as it were, lain dormant for many years; \ © © | 

' The moſt dangerom firatagem wherewuth you uſually aſſail your oppoſite, 
3%, your denyal of the Scripture, &c,, the high doom of Fudgment in mat- 
ters of Faith ; and aſcribe that dfgnity to your ſelves, under pretence of 
if you conquer any one, your work 3s, 4s it 


. 
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were, wholly accompliſhed. | | | 
. ' Wherezpon, I have here preſented to theworld, ſomewhat of your 5hill, 
1 this importavt \Queſtion, Whether we are to reſolve all Differences 
in point of Religion, only 0 the written Word of God ? yea, / 
have faithfully tranſcribed your laſt Replyto my Anſwers, which contains 
the ſum of what you ſaid in all your ether Papers. Whereby the Reader 
will diſcern (if Ithink right ) wiſdom uſed to the hurt of them that have 
receiped it. T have forborn at this time to publiſh all that hath paſſed 
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To the Nameleſs Author of the ſever Queries, Rec. __._.__. 


between us about the ſeven Queries ; partly, for that one thing ts oft re- 
peated in our ſeveral Papers ME dperrhy and deed eſpecially, for that it 1 | 
 & to little purpoſe to controvert any parmicalar Point of Relt 0108, tall we be 
agreed . about, the x/If that, muſt determint our Differences. | Now, 
whereas you. ach; this Prexogarrvets your” ſous, amtltrpretixce of 
your being the Church of Chriſt, 1 have therefore laid down ſeveral Rea- ] | 
fons, by which it may appeav, that you art mot the Church, and ſo not that F 


Tud wh Wt o-y04 pr d tobe fo milling to. re, or > | | 
Plove! wiſe Ponelgh we, your eppoſits, hart the ractled roof 
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title of Chriſt's Charch - that [o, if you will re to her, you muſt then 
appeal tous ; mhach yet we believe nou will not be perſmaded to, nor indeed 
do we deſire you ſhould, whilſt chis & the Oneſtion, hether we, or you, 
Avyeuft, e Qhuyth 2. No we Are content to 1 Agr ueuſtihe, k noCus 
2174 indbis caff,. we will notask you, bucket this mattesbe tfyed by the 


Scripture : yea, ſaith be, let the Prophets, Chriſt, and his Apoſtles be 
= y " Ju ray YT _ we ſay farther 1 his words, Let :maiter much > oy cauſe 
" mith cauſe, reaſon with reaſon, counted by authority of the Seri tures, not 
properite 4ny but 1ndifferent Fiineſſes to: both;parts,”. '. * 
. My. fiual Anſwer. te the faſt.of the {even Queries, I bgve'Sexe..ph 
hſhed, with as little alteration or addition as poſſibly I comld, te giver 
Reader a true underflanding of the matters in difference... And if you 
liſh any thing hereupen, 14eſire no fairer dealing. froms you, than you have' 
1 have ſeriouſly conſidered what. ſheuld be.the deſign of your Queries; ; 
and hitherto it appenrs tobe chiefly, to exxit the authority of mens Tradi- 
trons, abeve the hrvely Oracles.of God, the Scriptures. For thoxgh it ſhould 
be granted ( which you tax never prove) tbat: there hath cominued a true 
Church at Rome ever ſArceut was there planted ; yat\wonld it not:follow, 
that all which your Church-boldeth under the tule of Eccleſiaſtical Trav 
dition, nwſt needs be obeyed by us ;- for ut ts certain that the\Jews dig re-" 
tainthe fate of a:true Church,when yet their Traditions (however by them 
accounted.) were byt the Traditzons of men,-. which both the Prophets and 
Chriſt himſelf, termed vain Worthip ; efpectally ſuch of them. 4s made 
void the Commands of God, as we are ſure many of yours da < and. therge 1 
fore, as Chrift ſaid to them, Whiy do you tranſgreſs.the Command: of # 
Mar. 7. God by your'Tradition ?. the ſaxe we are humbly bold ta ſay te you, when | 
you ath us, why we tranſgreſs your Traditions 2 for ſurely, of none can it - © | * 
wore fly be (aid than of you, that laying: alide the Commandments of | Py 
God, you hold the Tradition of men. 1 os 44 TEETH /- 
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The EixsT-PART ſheweth , tha SCrxIe TURE and 
Rome tobe in Contention:about the $ Up ws 4m - 


SetaT of JUDGMENT itt' Contro- 
verſes of RELIGION, 


He firſt of all Controverkes is founded upon. this Query < 
What ts the authoritative Fudge of C mouterly ? Andindeed 
: till there be ſome agreement, in this point,  there:can be no 
A expectation of any fruitful iflue of any Controverhe... .....”. 
Now prin cnn og {ons of men, fre Ee able. 
to one of theſe two heads, namely, things any Ve, Or, thivgs 1212e ; 
things preciſely pertaining to this life,, bs things Which only pertain 
to that which is ta come ;. concerns of. a ſecular confideration, , ox,con.. 
cerns of a religions conſrderatzon. And according to the nature of theſs 
Controvetſies, ſuch ought the Judge for deciſion thereof to. þe, ; -. 
Concerning this Judge of Roh gre Controverſies, there are divers 
opinions, Some ſay that. the Light, or that of God in Fry HManz, 
is this only infallibleJudge of all Religious Controverhies, But if this 
be admitted, a multitude of inconveniences. mult needs follow, of 
which this is not the leaſt, That there can be.no end of Contro« 
verſies,. becauſe,if every man have this Judge of all Debates in him-. 
ſelf, and be aver, that what: he ſaith and doth is according tothe, 
voice of this Judge (or, thee of God in hips.) no ar takg an; hand, 
to judge contrary thereunto, {he becoming the'Judge's Judge, 
| 2 an 
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The Baptiſt againſt the Pap ft. 
and o violate the Rule propoſed. For this opinion refers not doubt. 


- fil matters to that of God 1n ſome men, or a ſele& number of men, 


but to that of God in every man, 

There is another Opinion, which ſaith, That amongft all men 
which pretend te own-Ghriſ, and challenge to themſelves the title 
bf his Church, and yet; do deny each ether to have an intereft 1n 
that'title ; That amongſt all ſuch parties of the ſons of men, the 
only infallible,and auigiricarixudee of their Controverſies about Re- 
ligion, is the L ORD Himſelf, as he ſpeaketh by his Spirit in the 
holy Scriptures ; together with, 75ght Reaſer : or thus, which is all 
one, The Apoſtles and Prophets, as they ſpeak zx their holy Writings, 
are the onely infallible authoritative.Judge in theſe Controverſies. 
Yet three things are in-this Opinionallowed :, firſt, That the living 
voice ofghe Paſtors (With the Ghurch) in their teſpeRive Ages wher- 
in they live,are of great importance in order to the terminating ſtrife 
in the Church, as a Church. Secondly, That Records of Antiquit 
are of ſome uſefulneſs for the reſolving ſome'Controverhes, h_ 
for the better diſcovery of ſome Errors, yet not ſo abſolutely neceſ- 
ſary, but that the Church may ſufficiently reſolve her Controverkes 


. without them. Thirdly, That there is a Judgment of Science to 


be allowed every man, as touching all things which he chuſeth or 
refuſeth in matters of Religion, to be uſed with moderation and diſ- 


- creet ſubjetion, And this;is the Opinion to which for my part 1 


do adhere. 

There is another Opinion which ſaith, That the Papal Church of 
Rome is the Supream Judge and Catholick Moderatrix of all Diſputes 
in matters of Faith, and that Allare bound to hear and obey her 
Voice under paintgf Damnation ; andthat the Scriptures, as taken in 
the ſecond Opinion, is not the: Judge of Controverſies. Now this is 
the Opinion which at this time I am to examine, which, in much ſe- 
riouſneſs I humbly purpoſe to.do,, and leave'it ts the ſober confide- 
ration of all men. | fg | : 

And for th2 better diſcharge of thisduty, it is meet we ſhould un- 
derſtind what the Papifs mean by the Church of Reme. And this I 
find, that under thar title they would involve the whole Church of 
Chriſt from the Apoſtles dayes until this preſent time, at leaſt all 
the Faithful fince the time that Pas/ declares the Rowan Church to 
have been famous, as Rom. 1. 8. But this is the very thing denied 
by us : for though we willingly grant that there was a very famous 
Church at Rome, when Pax! wrote his Epiſtle to them; yer it fol- | 
loweth nor, that there is ſuch a Church there- now, or that all thac 

| | ever 
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The” Baprifl againſt the 'Papift. Bis. 
ever from that time 'to this have walked in the eps of Uſe Faith, 
muſt needs be fuppoſed to have been Members of the Roms Church, - 
or rather of the Church of Rowe ( ſo called) eſpecially fince it was 
Papal. So that in this Controverhe they mutt be content to define 
the Church of Rowe on this wiſe, (viz.) AIf that in any Age fince 
Chriſt, was of the ſame Faith and PraRice in things religious, which 
is at this day found in the Papal Church of Rowe, and thoſe only, are 
| the perſons of whom the Papal Church of Rowe doth conſiſt, And in- 
deed this is as much as-they can reaſonably deſire ; for if-thoſe holy 
men who lived' in-times paſt, were of a Paith and Practice contra- 
diſtin to that which Rowe hath now received, Then may not the 
preſent Papal Church without wrong, challenge them To be of their 
Church ? As for example : Paul,who bore witneſs for Chriſt at Rome, 
and the Chriftians there in his dayes, was of the Church of Chriſt at 
Rome ; yet we deny that they were any part of the Papal-Churctr 


The Church of Rome-therefore, defined as-before, I do deny to. be 
the infallible authoritative Judge of all Controverſies about matters 
of Faith or Religion : And I do further ſay, That the Scriptures-and” 
right Reaſon, as laid down in the ſecond opinion, much more de- 
ſerves to be received for this ſupream Judge of Controverhes, than 
the Papal Church of Rowe + and that there is not an other Umpire 
that can ſo effecually decide the Controverſies of Religion, which 
depend between ſuch paities of men as lay claim to the Title of 
Chiiſt's. Chuxch,, and yet deny each- other to have an intere(t 
therein. : | 

And how far forth the truth in this Point hath been evidenced ir 
that pro and co Diſcourſe ( ſo far as it relateth tothe firſt of them.) 
which hath been occafioned by the writing of the Seves Queries F 
"have before ſpoken of, is here offered to the Conſideration of all ſo- 
ber men, that profeſs to own the Glorious Goſpel of the bleſſed God 
and our Saviour Jeſns Chriſt, The firff Query of the Seven was this, 
propounded by the nameleſs Papiſt, 3} | 


PAPIST. | 
Whather we are to reſolve all differences in point of Religion, only ont of 
the written Ward of God ? « 
| BAPTIST. 
To-which Queſtion theſe enſuing Anſwers were given before Fre- 


ecived: the Adverſaries laſt Paper, which, with. the Anſwers-there= 
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_ ynto; Hill tranſcribeverbatim,. I-ſay the Anſwers were, 


\ That:the word Controverſies being underſiood-of ſuch Controver- 
fies only as depend between thoſe parties of' men who deny each o- 
ther to he the Church ; that then there is no other way whereby #/E 
can teſolve thoſe Controverhies, hut by the afliftance of God's Spirit 
ſpeaking to us | through the undoubted Prophets, and Apoſiles, and 
Primitive Churches ] 4n the lively Oracles of. God, the Scriptures of 
Truth, together with the help of right Reaſon in a way of ſubſervi- 
ency to thoſe divine directions, Or, if the word Controverſies, 
ſhall relate only to all ſuch Controverſies as fall within the compaſs 
of the Church, that then to the former means, we are to joyn the 
living Voice and Authority of the Church ( in preſent being ) aſ- 
ſembled with her Paſtours, as the ordinary means appointed of God 
to terminate ſtrife in the Churches. Bur if the Diviſion in the 


Church be ſo great, as that it be not this way decifſive ; or the Doubt 


ſo ſecret, as not this way to be reſolved; there is not then a better 
way, than for both Parties to reaſon it out till Truth and Innocency 
do prevail, as the two Tribes and an half did with the other Tribes 
of Iſrael, and prevailed, Foſhua 22. or in ſome doubtful caſes the uſe 
of Lots may be admitted for the reſolution of 'them, As x, 


PAPIST. 


It is worth obſerving, how many windings and tarnings you have to a- 
void the difficulty of this Query ; Whether we are to reſolve all diffe- 
rences in point of Religion, only out of the written Word of God > 
Firſt, you leave out the word | only | im which lay the very knot of the 
difficulty. 2, Then you give me a piece of an Anſwer, and keep in the 
living voice of the Church, as a reſerve for your Second Paper. 
3. When you are ſhewed how you forſake your old fort, the ſole ſufficiency 
of Scripture, 4s if you were afraid to come too near us, you give back 
again, and do ygur worſt to diſcredit this living voice of the Church, ſo 
that in effeft it ſtands but for a meer cipher, as 1 foreſaw it would when it 
came once to the ſcanmng. 4. Upon ſecond thoughts, finding your error, 
by putting the Query, What is become of the living voice of the 
Church ? you ſhuffle again, aud would gladly make ſomethin of it ; but 
this ſomething, in the end, falls to juſt nothing, as I ſhall __ it further 
appear by ripping up the particulars of this your laſt Anſwer, + .: 


| BAPTIST, 
I have uſed no windings to avoid the difficulty of the ff: Qutry ; 
but you are to know, thar, when: I firſt anſwered it, I roakithe word 
| F-; Controverſie 
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Controperſi6.yto.telate en piaſuch Cantroverkes a8 depend between. 

ſuch perſons as deny each-other to. have any'preſent righe to. eit : 
the Name or Priviledges gf the Church; And: indeed, E-donorfee 
how any. other. (enſe: can. be made of this Query: for, under that 
word FE, .1 ſqppoſe:yau included no more but yourſelf and Church; 
on. the ong pally ;.. and us,: ta whom you ſent the @uerizs, onthe 04 | 
ther party ; and we well know that you account us.no members oÞ ' 
the: Church.; and you likewiſe know. that we'have the faine opution 

of you.z..but when your Qbſervations (or Second Paper?) took into 
the Query. all Concroverſies. which fall: within the compaſs of the 
Church, as ſuch, I:could do- no leſs than tell you, that my Anſwer 
did not:exclude the ping vace of the Charch in ſuch caſes ; | but that 
my Anſwer doth only exclude every ſuch voice as exalteth itſelf a- 
bove the. Spizit- fpeaking'in_ the Scriptures: And whereas in your 
Third Paper, - you told me, That to appeal to Councils and Fathers, 
15a clear way to agree. all our differences ; I told you that this js a 
very cloudy way, and:that becauſe they are contrary to themſelves, 
and one another, 2, Till-they: be-agreed; they cannot agree us. 
3- And ſich you take not the Scripture as-being of any authority, till 
they, as the Church, give it you ; Idemanded, by what you wou 

_ agree them'in-their-divifions? © 4., And to ſhew. you how they are di- 
vided, I gave you- divers Inſtances concerning their divifions, 2s 
alſo touching the corrviption which. hath beef\ found in divers Popes. ] 


| PAPIST: COS <8] 

I. 1 had to reaſon to take nottee . of your excluding from the living 
voice of the Church, every voice exalting it ſelf above the voice of 
Scripture, becauſe it was avery netdleſs Exteytion, finerthe Charch ar- 
negates ng. ſuch power, vbut only toumerpret the voice of Scriptave. 

2, : Why this way of taking the ſenſe of- Scripture from the living voice 
of the Church, ſhagld be ſo cloudy as you ſay it us, I do no more underſtand, 
than that the living voice of a Tod ge ſhonld be a cloudy way to niderſtand 
the Lamby, . | | TIrG 
.: M3 for tl Riddles, how we. are to vecontile the Fathers and Connels 
when «they ſeema ta r!aſh with their omn Aſſertion?, but by having re- 
courſe to Soripture :'' Þ. Anſwer: briefly," That General Cotncils have no 
ſuch comradiftzons as you ſpeak. of... And: as for the holy Fathers, when 
there 1s anj ſuch difficulty in any one of them, we muſt look upon the reſt 
what they fax, \and to follow their unanmons oonſent : for if we take them 
fingly, no dantitthey have erred, and theſe errors we kyow-by their 'diſſeut= | 
ing from the reſt ; for atberwiſe, certainly the authority of any one of the 

antiens 
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amient Fathers, when he exponnds Scripture, or relates the Chriſtian 
prattice of his time, and is not cenſured. or comradified by the reſt, or 
condemned by the Church'in a General Council, us of greater authority to 
decide Controverſies in point of Religion, or to kyow the true meaning of 


Scripture, than any thing you have alledged, as we ſhall ſee by and by, | 
Ps 7 ke you dvingts diſcredir the Fath 5 and | 


when I have firſt exannue 
Conncils . B =_ 

Againſt the Fathers, you firſt bring St, Aug.retraQ.21, contradsfling 
himſelf by ſaying, that, Matth. 16; Chriſt built not bis Church pon 
Peter,but #pon Peter's Faith: ſure you read not St, Aug, for he there ex- 


pounds that place of Chriſt himſelf, and not of the Faith of St. Peter; nor 


doth he recal his expounding ut elſewhere of St. Peter, but leaves both 
Expoſitions as probable, concluding thus ; Hunc autem ſententiam quz 
fit probalitur eligat letor, 71s thu fair dealing ? Again, you bring in 
St. Aug. contra. Petil. c. 2, 3,4. 4 contrary to himſelf and me, be- 
eauſe he teaches, That the Church #6 to be found ont by the words of Chriſt, 
But though ( I doubt ) you cannot make this appear 1m any of theſe three 
Chapters, yet were ut nothing to the purpoſe , for we deny not but the 
Church 1s to be found out by theſe clear marks, whereby the holy Scripture 
hath deciphered her. 

= Next, you alledge St, Chryſoſt, 1 Pſal, 22. «ad St, Ambroſe de 
Sacrament, calling the Bleſſed Sacrament, a fimulitude or figure of 
Chriſt's Body and Blood. I Anſwer. 1. That it # the Opinion of the 
Learned, that nenher St, Chryſoſt, nor indeed any Grecian, could. be 
Author of that work, 2, I ſay, the Sacrament may be truly called the 
femulitude of Chriſt”s Body and Blood, becauſe it is not gruen un the forms of 
fleſh aud blood, of which men would have a horror, as the ſame St. Amb. 
obſerves, but under the Forms of Bread and Wine. 7 
The next # St. Dinis Eccl. Herarch. but quoting no place,” I have 
not yet met with it ; 1 am ſure that work ts ſo clearly for ua in this very 
point, that our Adverſaries the Calviniſts,a»d Calvin, dentes it to be bus - 
St. Aug. and Tertull. are as clear for us, and what you bring out of them 
clearly anſwered by Bellarm. de Euchar. And you are to kyow that it 
ts a general rule 'ammngſt the Learned, that we.are to explicate obſcure 
places by thoſe that are clear, if we mean.to know the _—_ of any Au- 
thor, ut being impoſſible for any man to write ſo warily, put that ſometbinp 
may be objetted ont of him ( eſpecially if. he have writ much, a1 1t us our 
caſe) which may ſeems contrary to what he expreſly teaches. And-you had 


need obſerve this rule in oying the Scriptures themſelves, vr other- 


Againſt 


wiſe yo will meet witha t 


ouſand abſurd;cies aud comradittions,” 
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Againſt the Conncils you produce that of Conſtantinople under Con- 
Rant. Copron.. as crying down Tranſubſtantiation, But this was a fatti- 
ons Meeting, vever owned for a Council, neuther by the Greek, nor Latine 
Fathers, and expreſly condemned in the Nicene Council : and the jeſt us, 
this Mock: Conncil mas ſo far from condemning Tranſubſtantiation as you 


affirm, that they ſwore by the Body and Blood of Chriſt in the Euchariſt, 


to aboliſh the Worſhip of Images : | Something ſhould here have been 
ſaid concerning Bertram, who is ſaid to have oppoſed Tranſubſtantia- 
tion ; but inthe tranſcription of my Third Paper, there was an Er- 


rata, and the Inſtance is not material ; ſo that what is ſaid about - 


him,.I will expunge in both Papers.] 


You ſay further againſt the Authority of Councils, That they have con-' 


tradifted each other in their Decrees, about the Laityes communicating in 
one or both kinds : But we grant that the Church may vary 1 Cuſtoms of 


this nature, which being indifferent, may be altered as ſhe ſhall think, fit, 


according to ſeveral circumſtances : What we deny us, that the Church, or 


General Councils ever made contrary, Decrees about the belief of aunypoint, 


of Faith, 


thedra, as they call it, yet 35 it not the Optmien of all, . and conſequently na 
Article of our Faith. Only we agree in this, That for preſerving peace 
inthe Church, all are bound ſo far to ſubmit. to the Popes Decrees, as not 
to oppoſe them until a General Council be called, from whoſe Tudgment we 
admit no Appeal. What you ſay of the wicked Lives of ſome of them, 
is nothing to the purpoſe ; for as wicked Caiphas play'd the Prophet, ſo 
might the Biſhops of Rome, with the aſſiſtance of the Holy Ghoſt, be true 
interpreters of God's Word, for all their wicked ves ; ſuch Gratia gratis 
date, which are givey for the good of others, do. not argue his Sauttity 
that hath them, PR ? | 

To make you 4 true Prophet, I will here cry out, What ts become of the 
living voce of the (, harch, fince you have done what jou can todiſcredit 
her, by caſting all the dirt yoa can in her face, as it #s evident,, unleſs you 
will throw out the Holy Fathers and General Councils ( the Churches Re« 
preſentatives) out of the Church ! 


BAPTIST. 


I perceive our Judgments differ concerning the ling worce of the: - 
Church, what itis? TI have told you, That1 take it for the preſent 
- Church and her Paſtours, in m_ particular Ages wherein they 


live, 


It is no wonder that you have a fling againſt the Pope, after you have 
been ſa bold with Holy Fathers, and General Councils ; but I mu(} tell you, 
Thowgh many of eur Drvines hold him infallible, when he ſpeaks ex Ca«. 
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you will effe&t this difficult work2 To which you Anſwer ; Fe 


live, You take this Lving voce to be the Decrees of Conncils, and 
Books of the antient Fathers. - And here I cannot but maryel, why 
you ſhould be willing to Appeal ro the Books of the Antients, and 
their written Decrees, as 4 /iving voice, and clear way to decide our 
Controverſies, and yet appeal from: the Books of the Prophets and 
Apoſtles, as being but dead Letters, and fencelefs Charatters, Centain- 
ly, if any Writings now extant, may be called the Churches living 
voice, the Holy Scripture doth better deſerve that title than any 0- 
ther, Nor will it ſuffice here to objeR (as it is the Papiſts utual 
way ) that our difference is about the Scripture and the Senſe there- 
of, &c. for the ſame difference is found among(t us, touching the 
Books and Senſe of Councils and Fathers”: yea, I think I may be bold 
to ſay, That even the Learned are fo much divided concerning them 
in both reſpe&s,as that they can never be therein reconciled. 

But is it ſo? that the voice of the Fathers, &c. who only ſpeak 
in their Writings, is a means or Way of equal clearing to decide our 
differences, 2s the voice of a living Judge in a Cafe of Law amonglt 
men? Then what reaſonable man can render a reaſon,that the voices 
of the Prophets and Apoftles, though only ſpeaking to. us in their 
Books and Decrees, may not be appealed to, as a clear way to decide 
our differences ? Sith all men, profeſſing Chriſtianity, muſt confeſs 
that the Prophets and Apoſtles ſpeak with as much Life and Power; 
Certainty and Authority,as any that ever writ fince their time : No- 
whither now can you turn your ſelves, but to your ſelves (as Thave 
formerly noted ) and take upon you. to be the ox/y living voice, that 
muſt, without controul, interpret Fathers, Councils, and Scriptures 
too ; and when you have done, fit down as Judge, to give Sentence 
for your ſelves, and againſt your _-. 

Well, you have aſſigned us a Judge of Controverſies; To wit, the 
Fathers and Councils of the Church ( long age deceaſed ) and this 
is a clear way, you ſay, to agree all. But I have noted that it's a 
very cloudy way, and that becauſe they could not yet agree them- 
ſelves; for they are oppoſite each to. other to this day, inſomuch as 
you are utterty unabte to reconcile them, ſince ( as I have ſhewed ) 

ou muſt not make- uſe of the Scripture to that purpoſe ; becauſe, 


before the Scripture can have any authority to any purpoſe, (accor- 
ding to your Judgment ) your Councils muſt deliver it to us as the 


Word of God ; which they cannot do till they be found, Fitſt, holy 
Fathers and Councils of the Church, ; And ſecondly, at unity among 
themſelves, and each with himſelf, And T have asked you, How 


. 
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' That General Councils have no ſuch Controverſies as [ talk. of. Second- 
ly, That when there ts ſuch difficulty ijnany one of the Fathary, we muſt 
look upon the reſt what they ſay, and ſo follow their unanimous conſent; for 
( ſay you ) if wetake them fengly, no doubt they have erred, and theſe er- _ 
rors we know bytheir diſſenting from thereſt, | | 
| I anſwerfuſt, That General: Councils have-erred,-.and that in 
1 matters of Faith, is undeniablE, if Records may. be credired rather 
than you. As firſt, The-Council of Ari, did err ſo, as- to con- Theſe 
clude for the Arrian Herefie, namely, That there was a time when were . 
Chriſt was not the Son of God : and ſure yon account that an errour both Ge 
in point of Faith. Secondly, The Council of Epheſw did err ſo, as neral 
. to conclude for the Extichian Hereſie, namely, That the Body of Connci/s 
Chriſt was not of one Subſtance with ours ; and-is not this an errour 
-in point of Faith ? Oc will you fay,that theſe things were nevercon- 
-txadicted and cenſured by other Councils > Theſe things are not de- 
nied by your eminent Diſputant. See the Book intituled,- Certamen 
 Religioſum, So then it appears, that General Councils have erred, 
and contradited each another in very high points of Faith.” - 
Moreover, as to the things whereof I chiefly ſpake in'my laſt Pa- 
per, itis manifeſt that Councils have contradicted one another abouc 
the Sacraments ; for the Council of Conſtarce, confirmed by Pope 
CMartinthe Fifth, doth curſe the Laity, or excommunicate ſuch as 
receive the Sacrament in both kinds. And yet by the Council of 
Baſil, the Laity are allowed to receive'ir in both ; - which Council 
was alſo confirmed by a Pope, namely, Felrx the Fifth, Sure one of 
theſe Councils muſt needs err. Burt you have a way to ſalve-this 
errour (ſuchasitis) and that is to tell me, That the Church may 
vary in cuſtoms of this nature. Sure this 1s a Corrupt opinion, by 
which it will follow, That we have no certainty of; nor con- 
Rancy-in any Ordinance of "Chriſt; for if the Church have power to 
take the Cup away, ſhe hath power alſo to take the Bread away; for 
certainly ſhe hath as much to do with the one, as the other. But y,,, a5 
truly: this your variation, as it is clear beſide the Inftitution of , ©... . . 
Chriſt, and the DoQtine of Paul, ſo it hath in a manner deſtroyed * 
both Baptiſm, and the Supper of the Lord, as is evident by the 
praQice uſed in divers of your Maſſes, where the People partake 
neither of the Bread.nor Cup. As alſo your Peda- Rantiſm, hath in a 
oreat meaſure defrauded the Sons-of men of the Baptiſm ot Re- 
pentance. . ET Len Bd oo Conv: 
But be pleaſed to conſider, that this/your facritesious diviſion of JP" 
this Sacrament,is condemned by Cypriay, Galaſmn, and others; '\Firft, 3,7 
| C 2 6 Cyprian 


Penet, | 


Gelaſ. f we deny them the Blood of him ? | 2327:hG 
conſec. The diviſion of this Myitery cannot be without great Sacriledge, 
Dilt, 2, ſaith Ge/afins, 
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Cyprian ſaith, How can'we exhort the People to ſhed their blood for Chriſt, 


. 


| Again, you cannot be ignorant how the Council of ("arthage, de- 
creed the-Books of Tobit, Judith, Eccleſiaſticus, Sapience, and Mac- 


cabees, ſhould be received for-Caffonical , notwithſtanding they 


Were rejected out of the ſacred Canoht<by the Council of. Laodicea ; 
and here by the way I may take notice, how you would have me walk 
by ſuch arule as you your ſelf do not obſerve; for. you propole- the 
Judgment of thoſe who lived neareſt to the Apoſtles times, as my 
ſafeſt rule to walk by, ſuppoſing they knew the Mind of God, or 
Chriſt, better than thoſe that came afrer ; but then why do you re- 
JjeR the Judgment-of the Laodicean Council; which is more antient 
than that of {arthage, which yet you follow in receiving the Books 
of Maccabees into your Canon of holy Scripture, | | 
_ Secondly, It is marvellous to ſee, what work you make in recon- 
Ciling the Fathers without the Scriptures. © And ſeeing you are ſo 
hardy as to undertake this task without Scripture, as undoubtedly 
you ſee you muſt, orelſe grant,that the Scripture muſt be that where=- 
by we muſt decide all Controverſies in Religion ; for. certainly, if 
we muſt decide all the Fathers Controverhes 1p Religion with. or hy 
the Scripture, it is not then very likely that either we or they ſhould 
decide ours without them : bat I ſay,fith you have undertaken to de- 
cide the Fathers Differences without Scripture, pray tell me, before 
you meddle with their Differences, how you know them to be holy 
Fathers of the Church ? can you prove them Church-members with- 
out Scripture ? I believe this is as hard a task as to reconcile their 
Differences without Scripture ; and yet this alſo muſt you do, before 
you can look upon the Scripture as any Rule for either them, ox 
your ſelf. 

You tell me, if I take the Fathers ſingly, no doubt they have er- 
| red : yet you ſay I muſt follow their unanimous Conſent, (a pretty 
Paradox) Follow their Conſent ! in what ? why ſay you, in their In- 
-texpretation of Scriptuſe. Of Scripture !. Why there 1s no ſuch thing 
as yet for them to.interpret ; for you know (that by your own directi- 
on) we have laid by the Scriptyge, and muſt reconcile theſe Fathers 
.by themſelves. Miſerable Guide ! haſt thou not led me into a La- 
byrinth, and run thy ſelf into a ſufficient Maze ? I'le back again and 
ſee how theſe | Fathers themſelves dire& me in this difficult point. 
- And/firk 1' meet. with famous Arguftine, who tels me: how. he took 

5 | notice 


T 
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notice of the Fathers that were before him. Saith he,. 

. My conſent without exception 1 owe not to any Father, were he never Aug.de- 
ſo well learned, but only ts the Canomcal Scripture : For whereas the Lord Nar, & 
hath not ſfoken, who of 14 can ſay ut #5 thus or that ? 'and if be do ſay Sar. 
fo, how can he proveut ? Yea, ſaith he, [require the voice of the Shep- 
herd reade me this matter out of the Prophets, Pſalms, the Gefpel, or 1h 
the Apoſiles Epiſtles, Ngither (laith he ) ought we to take the diſpenſa- 
tions OF ALL (MEN, how ( ATHOLICK SOEVER 
they be, or be they never ſo commendable as we take: the canomcal Scrip- ++ 
tures, a4 theugh we may not ( ſaving the honour that's due to ſuch men ) 
reprove or refuſe any thing of their Writings, if we find they meant other- 
wiſe 'than the Verity doth allow, by the Fel of God found. by us, or by 
others, Again, he ſaith, 1 am not moved with Cyprian's Epiſtles; for Aug.ad 
1 da not take the Letters of Cyp. as the: Canonical Scripture, but I do Forty. 
iry his Writings BY THE (CANONICAL SCRIPTURE, and nat. 
what ſoever 1n them doth agree with the Authority of the holy Scripture, I 
do receive it with his Commeldation ; and whatſoever doth not — —. 1 
do by his good leave refuſe it. | 

And for further teſtimony of Azguſtine's integrity, hear what he 
ſaith of himſelf : 7ruſt not me, ( ſaith he ) nor credit my Wrunmgs, as if 
they were Canonical Scripture, but whatſoever T H Ot findeſt in the 
Word, although thou d1dFt not believe it before, yet ground thy Faith on 
it now ; and whatſorver thos readeſt of mine, unleſs thou know it certaialy 
to be true, give no certain aſſent unto it, Again, he thus teacheth, We Auguſt. 
muſt be partakers of other mens Kritings, wholly after the manner of Bees:; Prolog. 
for they flie nor alikg to all Flowers, nor where they fit do they ſnatch all 1.3. de 
quite away, but ſnatching ſ# much as may ſerve to their honey-making, Tiin, 
they take their leave of the reſt.” Even ſo we, if we be wiſe, having gotten 
fo much of others as 1s ſound and agreeable to Truth, we will leap over the 
reſt. ich rule, if we keep in reading and alledging the Fathers words, 
we ſhall not ſwerve from our Profeſſton, the Beriptares ſhall have the ſove- 
reign place, and yet the Doftors of the Church ſhall loſe no part of their 
due eſtimation. | | 
And ſaith Origen, We have need to bring the Scriptures for witneſs, Orig. in 

r our Meaiings and Expoſitions without them, have-no credit, —— the Fer, 
diſcuſſing of our Tudgements muſt be taken ON LY of the Scrip- hom. 1. 
ures, | 

Thus you ſee the Fathers were not of your mind, that the Readers 
of their Books ſhould not try-them by the Scripture, but the contra- 
ry ; and that as we find them conſenting to,or diflenting from Scrip- 
ture ( not one'anothet as you teach ) accordingly they adviſe us. to 

believe, or not believe them, As 
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*  AsT haveſaid, itis a cloudy way to appeal to Councils and Fx. 
thers, ſo you now prove my ſaying true : for I alledged Aupaſtixe, 
as being oppoſite to you and your Church, touching the meaning of 
Matth, 16, Upon this Rock, *&c. and, firſt, you rell me I read him 
not ; but I multrell you, I read him after a Scholar ſufficient : and 
though your reading differ ſomething from his, yet they both de- 
troy the received Opinion of your Church concerning that Text ; 
for if Chriſt be that Rock, as you confeſs Anpuſtize there teacheth, 
then it cannot be meant pohtively of Peter, and ſo not conſequentiy 
of your Popes. : | 

My quotation out of Chryſoſtom in Pf. 22, you invalidate, by tel- 
ling me, that Bopk was not writ by him. - And this I find to be the 
uſual way of Leatned-men, when the paſlage alledged is clear and 
convincing, then a ſuſpition muſt be caſt upon the Book, &c. I 
could -inſtance the beſt part of a thouſand Books, Epiſtles, 8c, 
which are intituled under the names of the Antient Fathers; amoneſt 
which, as you obſerve, is reckoned the Book of Dy the Areopagite, 
which I alledged in my Rejoynder. And do not theſe things contri- 
bute ſomething towards the proof of my Afﬀſertion, namely, That it 
15s a cloudy way to appeal to Fathers and Councils to decide Contro- 
verſies in Religion. If then your way be cloudy, mine muſt needs 
be clear, unleſs you can affign a third way, oppohit-to both ; forun- 
doubtedly there is a clear way to decide Controverhes. 

You again preſcribe me a way to find the meaning of the Fathers, 
and that is, to explicate their obſcure places by ſuch as are plain, &c, 
But by your leave, we can neither know' which of their ſpeeches are 
obſcure or plain, without ſome rule wher®by ro know this. And now, 
what can ſupply this our necefſitiy > For example, Auguſtine is ſome - 
times read, affirming the Sacrament to be the real Body and Blood of 
Chriſt ; otherwhiles he is read directly oppoſit te this : And how can 
you, or any body elſe, tell which of theſe ſayings is clear or obſcure, 
fith none muſt be permitred rhe uſe of his reaſon {by you)in this Con- 
troverſie ; and how he ſhould judge according to Faith, I know not, 
fith you, as yet, debar us of that by which Fatth NO W cometh, -. 
namely, the Doctrine of the Prophets and Apoſtles as contained in 
the Scriptures. | 

PAPIST. 


Something you would ſay for this living Voice of the Church you oxre 
had required as neceſſary to reſolve Differences in Religion, but this ſight= 
fies nothing in oar preſent Query : for, after all your ſhifting, 1 cannot 


percerve 
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perceive that you make uſe of her Authority in point of Faith, (which is 
our Qu.) but only to take up; other quarrels, by exhorting,reproving,&c. 
ot ry this alſo ut feenmss you will be your own Fudge, whether ſhe follow 
Chrift or no. 

. Three things you affirm 1n relation to the Churches Authority, 1. That 
ſhe 15 torwle ber ſelf according to Scripture ;which no body denies.” 2, That 
the Church in former Ages us uot to be a Rule for after Ages to rule them- 
ſelves by ; hecanſe ſhe comld not foreſee the Controverſies that riſe up after- 
Wards, What if the ſame Errors be reurved now, which in their times 
were condemned, ts not the Judgment of the Church in thoſe dayes a ſafe 
Preſident for m4 to condemn the | Hi Errors ? Beſides, Is it not evident 


that the Paſtors of the Church, the nearer they were to Chriſt's time, were 


the better able to judge of ( hriſts Dottrine ? You ſay, Jdly. That the 
Church ts to be no Rule for thoſe that are out of her communion. A ſtrange 
Aſertion. As if a clear light (as the Church ts in holy Scripture) with 
ſo many marks. to know her by ; as Unity, Santtity, Wniverſality, MMira- 
cles, Fc. were not a good means ſor hins that gropes in the dark, to find 


out bis way. . Lock well upori theſe marks, and you will 6nd then to agree: 


Only to the Roman Catholick,.Church, and to no upſtart Congregation, and 


conſequently, that you onght in all reaſon to give ber the hearing in matters 


of Faith,and. to have recourſe unto her,as to the p;lar and ground of Trath, 
t Tim. 3. which place you let flip, and this under pain of being accounted 


a Heathen, &c. Matth, 18. for though this place doth paint out chiefly 
the obedience which Members f rhe Church owe her 1n point of Diſciplines, 


as you (ay mell enongh, yet hath it no ſmall force in our preſent Debate, 
fince theſe that will nat hear her Voice when ſhe ecchoes ont the Voice of 
God, may well be eſteemed by her as a Heathen, And 1n your own ſence 1 
ſuppoſe you will have. your proviſo, That the Church ts to be obeyed only 
when (he ruleth according to God's Word, of which you mill be Fudge tos : 
So rn concluſion all comes to this, That you and your ſpirit muSt be Fudge 
of all Diſputes. - And then have not I reaſon to ath again ( ſince 1, or any 


body elſe, may challenge as large a ſhare 1n the Spirit and right Reaſon as 


you) who ſhall take up the Quarrel ? And is not my compariſon here very 


pat, That there muſt needs be as great confuſion 1n your (hurch, 4s in a | 


Kingdom where every one were left to decide bus own caſe } This mas not 


the old way, as you may ſee, Deur. 17. 8, 9. and Malach. 2. 7. which 
places you had no mind to take notice of : and yet you charge we for letting 


paſs your Inflance of St. Stephen, concerning the Libertines, Alexandri- 
ans,Cfc. which makes nothing at all for your pretended Evidence of God's 
Ward : For though his Tudgment might be well takgn in exponnding Scri- 

pture, 4s being full of t 


. . 
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| holy Ghoit, and confirming what þe ſaid by Mi- 


racles, 


not 
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racles, as the Scripture tells us he did, yet this ts not your caſe, for T think. 
7ou will not arrogate ſo much to your ſelf, 

What you ſay of Chrift and his Apoſtles vindicating their Dottrine ont 
of Scripture, is very true, and our Church doth the ſame : but it ts not 
true, that either ( hrist, or the primntrve Saints were alwayes wont to ſend 
their Proſelytes to the Scripture, to regulate their Fath. Did not (Chrift 
himſelf ſend St. Paul to Ananias for wſtruttion ? Had you been of his 
counſel, you wauld have rather wiſhed him to look, into the Word of God, 
and ſee there mhat he was todo, And when there aroſe a Debate, even in 
the eApoſiles dayes, aboat the neceſſity of Circumciſion, AQt, 15. did they 
not aſſemble the Church, and ſo pronounce Sentence conciliatiter, with # 
viſum eſt Spiritui ſanto & nobis ? . 


SEFTEHST, 


[It is here worth noting how you diſpute beyond the due bounds 
of the Query, Which, as it concerns you PaprFFs and us Baptiſts, hath 
no relation to the Differences which ariſe in the Church, as ſuch, and- 
a= 0 amiſs in this matter throughout . the whole Diſ- 
courſe, | 

Here you ſeem to acknowledge, that the Church ought to rule accord- 
ing to Scripture ; but you will,allow me to judge whether ſhe do ſo or 


. not, But I anſwer, that there is a Judgment of Sc:exce, as well as a 


Judgment Authoritative ; the latter I know cannot be exerciſed by. + 
me, nor any other Member of the Church, becauſe this Power lyeth 
in the Church as imbodied together ; but the former, to wit, a Judg- 
ment of Science or Knowledge, is particular to each individual, and 


' ſo my ſelf, if a Member of the Church,am allowed the exerciſe there-+ 


of, even in matters of Religion, I Cor. 10.15, 1 ſpeak towiſe men: 
judge ye what I ſay. The Apoſtle doth not here giveqany wiſe man 
at Corinth leave to judge of that which he ſaid, ſo as to cenſure what 
he had delivered, yet he muſt exerciſe his underſtanding to judge of 
What Pau! had ſaid, thereby to find out the verity of what was ſpoken. 
But yet-Fdo confeſs, that our caſe, and the caſe of Chriſtians then,do 
differ : for Paul! was a Foundation-layer, a Maſter-builder, ( ſo that 
the Members might not ſo well judge then, as now, yet) the Church 


.nowis'to build upon the Foundation which 1s laid already : and you 


know that I have in my Rejoynder acknowledged, that it very nearly 
concerns particular Members of the Church, to have great regard to 
the Judgment of the Church, when, after ſerious debate, they deliver 
their Sentence in any point diſputable. And further ( as touching 
your Church) you'tell me anon, that even a Heathen may judge - 
the 
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the holiieſs of your Church, by the Law,of Conſcience ; and then,, 

why may he not by the ſame Law judge your Church concerning her 
anholineſs ? nay venly, he muſt be able to ſpeak doth wayes, or elſe. 

he hath no Judgment. And if a Heathen have this priviledge and 
ability, then why not a man profeſling Chriſtianity, who hath not 

only the Conſcience-Law, bur alſo the written Law of God,by which 

he underſtands things more excellent, Roms. 2. From all this I only 
conclude, that each particular ought to have the free exerciſe of -his 
Judgmentiin what he chuſeth or refuſeth, fith without this he cannot 

chute or refuſe any thing with confidence, nor to his comfort. 

| Aftid concerning Controverhes in the Church, .I do not ſee that . 

(in theſe dayes).we are bound to follow the ſentence of a multitude, 
(though aſſembled in Council) |S O, as to; hold their Sentence abſo- 
hutely infallible ;:for the promiſe. of , infallibility is not. made to. a 
| certain, ſele& number * of Biſhops, - but to: the Church, taken col- * The 
leRively z and We may remember that a great Aſſembly of Prophets Apoſtles 
in the:old Chuxcby erred in Judgment with unanimous conſent, when #7e here 


yerthe.Lord. had one'Micatah at home which underſtood the truth *xcepted | 


of his Will.” Wherefore 1 here conclude, although the Members 
of the Church ought to weigh/with great reſpe& the things concluded 
of by their Paſtors, -yet ſo may it be that they may ſwerve. from the 
Truth, whilſt God clears jt up by ſome particular rather than by ſuch 
an Aﬀembly. And to this agrees very well a ſaying of Gerſon, If it Geyſpy 
frould' ſo happen that; thete ; 
' which ſuch « man werg preſent as ts well inſtructed, If the greateſt part.Hog 
ſhould decline through ; Mulice or IGNORANCE, to the. oppoſition of 
the Goſpel, ſuch.a £ A Y-Man may be-objetted, againſt the ſaid General 
(onncil. "And (aith Pavormitan, 14 matters WHICH, (ONCERN Panor, 
FAITH, the (aywwg of a LA GIVE ET, of ta be preferred . before that; chap. 
of the P ope; if his ſaymg be more probable ; y better, anthority of « cripture henif, 
than thatof thePope;);,. 1 24h vant 2h lo fn S | . £554 
You often-tell me, that to appeal to the Spirit ſpeaking in the 
Scriptures, &c.i$:n0t a ſufficient way to,decide,, OUR .Controver- 
fies,” and:that becauſe:you may challenge theny to:be for ;you, &c. 
To whicht anſwer, ; by; retorting:your Argument thus,.:/That which 
you call'the 1iming Voice of the Church, to-wit,.. Volumns of Fathers, 
and Decrees of Councils, 1s therefore inſufhcient to decide. O.U R 
Controvetfies, becauſe your oppoſites do-ſay, they are for. them, and 
againſt you ; and now you mult anſwer your-own Qzery, viz. Who 
mulſt take up this Quarrel? You anſwer, that we muſt explicate them 
one by anather ; the places which Treo! cure, by ſuch as are plain, Ang 
| | then 


onld be a: General { onncil aſſembled, 3 exam.of 


[ 
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then I ill ask you, why: we ay not as -well agree our ſelves this 
way by the Volumns of the Prophets and Apoſtles ? 

I ſhewed before, how you mifapply that Text, Matth. 18. and 
though the caſe is ſo plain, as that you cannot-defend your ſelf, yer 
you ſeem loth to decline your error, and would faſten a very groſs 
paſſage upon me ; namely, that I ſhould ſay, That the Church is =o 
Rule for thoſe that are out of her Communion, a4 not to be a light for ſuch 
as grope in the dark, A manifeſt wrong ; Ionly ſay and prove, That 
thoſe that are not of the Church, are not-within the power of her 
Diſcipline ; nor can ſhe reaſonably defire unconverted ones to ap- 
peal to her Judgment-ſeat in Controverſies between them and'her, 
And I asked you, If you would not ſcorn us, if we ſhould call up- 
on you to appeal unto us as your Judges, Whether we, or you, be the 
Chnrch 7 and not doubting but you would, 1 conctuded, chat it ig 
equally abſurd for you, to defire us to appeal to you as our Judges. 
But you may find it plain enough in my Papers, That I do believe the 
Church SQ to be a Rule to the world, as to ſhew them the way of 
Life, and ſo a good means for their Illumination and Conver- 
ſion. — x | 

As for your three Texts, 1 Tm. 3. Dent, 17,8, 9. Malachi 2.7. 
As they do your cauſe no good, ſo they do mine no harm: I grant 
the Church 1s the pillar and ground of the Truth, and that ſhe hath 
Power to hear and determine all Controverfes among her Mem. 
bers, as aforeſaid ; and thatit is the duty of the- Members, to en- 
quire of their Paſtors, what is the way of God concerning them : 
But what of all this? &rgo, The Papal Church of Rowe is the only 
infallible Judge, and Moderatrix of all Contention about Religion. 
Ergo, we muſt all appeal to the Papal Church of Ree, as our Judge, 
in this Queſtion, #hether we be v4 the Chnrch, or not'2 though we be 
m doubr , Whether the her ſelf be a true Church, or nor ? :yea, 
though we are ſatisfied ſhe is not. Are not theſe «Monſtrous Conſe- 
quences ? | / 

| Be it here obſerved, That I do believe the Church of Chriſt to 
be the Pillar of Truth, ſo, as that ſhe was never ſo over-cltouded 
- mith error, but that ſhe hath enjoyed the fruition of that Promiſe, 
Matth.16, in ſome 200d meaſure ever ſince it was mace : Nor ſhall 
ſhe everſo cloſe with the gates of Hell, as by general conſents and 
full authority to difſert that Faith, which having Chriſt for its ob- 
jeR, is the Rock the is built upon : and therefore you ſee, I hold the 
Church cannoterr ( in ſome ſenſe) and indeed, he that holds the 
contrary, mult ( for ought I ſee ) raze out that Promiſe, Marth. wy 
, | an 
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and many other. And yet nothing from all this accrues to the Papal 
Church of Rome. | | 

I alledged Stephey, as defending the Truth by the authority of 
Scripture O»ly, cc. Nor can it be groundedly imagined, that (had 
it been the mind of God, that ſuch as are not of the Church, ſhould bs 
ſummoned to her Tribunal ) Stephen ( being full of the holy Spirit, 
the leaderinto all truth) would have omitted the uſe of that means, 
but; he knew that ſuch-authority the Church had none, as T ſhewed 
from 1 Cor.5g. What have 1 to do to judge them that are without ? do not 
ye alſo judge them that are within ? And therefore he could not men- 
cion any ſuch power. And though Srephez did many wonders among 
the People, yet at this time when heſo powerfully vanquiſhed his 
adverſaries, he did none at all, but only overcame them by the aſ- 
fiſtance of the Spirit ſpeaking in the Scripture, &c, I defired you to 
ſhew me 6x: ove Inſtance, where ever any of the Primitive Saints 
did appeal to the Church, of which they were preſent Members, as 
Judge between them and ſuch as never received their Do&rine : 

ut you have not done it, nor indeed can it be done. As Tſhewed, 
thar Srephes appealed to Scripture O N LY, &c. ſo I alſo ſhewed, 
Thar it was the way'of Chriſt and his Apoſtles, . frequently to vindi- 
cate their Do&rine againft ſuch 45 were not of their Charch, y appeal- 
ing to the Scriptue ( eſpecially amonglt ſuch as owned the Scripture) 
this you confeſs; and alſo you'tell me, that your Church doth the 
ſame : -Bur'this cannot be true of Alt your Do&rine, becauſe you 
have told me, That many Points of your Faith are reſolved without the 
written Word of God ;' or elſe you never anſwered my firſt Antiquery, 
which demandech, What Contreverſie in Religion you can refolve 
without the' written Word of God > And in your Anſwer you aſ- 
figned, The Proceſſion of the Holy Ghoſt fromthe Father and the 
Son, Sabbath, Infant-Baptiſm, and MANY OTHER -POINTS 
OF FAITH; and I ſhall ſhew anon, -that we have it pro confeſſo, 
from your Champions, that there be ſome Points of your Faith, 
which is not GROUNDED UPON, nor MENTIONED IN the 
SCRIPTURES; and therefore your Church cannot vindicate ſuch 

Points of her Faich and DoRrineby the Scripture. 
- Although Chriſt ſent Pau/ to eAnamas for inftruftion, yet it fol- 
loweth ner, that we muſt take Romes inftrutions without Scripture. 
Is there no difference between the time-that now is,” and then was ? 
Much of "rhe Scripture: (1f not all the New Teſtament ) was then 
unwiicten,” - Again, Anamas was immediatly ſent of God, If you 
Dsz are 


f 


' troverſies, to look, for Miracles in our Diſputes, The third, To appe 
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ko 


are-ſo ſent, prove it to.us, as Ananias did, by ſhewing the Miracle of 


reſtoring Paul's fight, If you are net ſo ſent, to What purpoſe do you 
alledge this Text? I believe I mightform you a monſiroxs Conſequence 
here. h | 

FAPFSS45 £7) 5: 

You that will not truſt the Churches Fudgment, lay down four wayes o 
reſolving Doubts; T he firſt, To argue 1t our ull Truth prevail, : But if 
we muſt argue only out of Scripture, and'be our. own Interpreters of it, 
there can be no end of arguing, as I have often ſhewed, The ſecond, To 
appeal to God as the two Tribes did, Joſh.22, A rare way to end Coy- 
al to 


Scripture, and right Reaſon - But if I challenge them to be on ny ſide, 


# things 


who muſt take up the difference ? The fourth, To caſt Lots, - But though 
the Apoſiles did it , who certainly were inſpired todo ſo, yet muſt not we 
preſume to tempt Gag, or to look, for the likg Miracles, or to build onr 
Faith upon ſuch doubtful events, _ 
| | | BAPTIST. | 

You here wrong us, tofay, that we will not truſt ;the Judgment of 
the Church ; for the Church, truly and univerſally-taken, we do cre- 
dit, as her that is appointed of the Father, *to be the Pillar and 
Ground of the Truth ; of which Church, we take the Prophets 
and Apoſtles to be the principal Members, and1o 1n all Points of 
Faith, to be credited in the firſt place. Burif by Church, you mean 
the Papal Church of Rowe, I confeſs we dare not-truſther Judge- 
ment, at leaſt, not in all that ſhe ſaith ; for exam [EtheſeFollow- 
ing: T. Your-Church tells us, That it 1s not ne fulfor the Scrip- 
tures tobe read to, orby the. Laity, in a tongue which they under- 
ſand : and that though they Pray ( after another) in Latine, though 
they underſtand not what they ſay, yet ſucti;prayer 4$ ſufficient, 
Rhem. Taft. Annot. in 1 Corinthians, 2, Your Church tells us, That 


- the Sacrifice of - your Maile, is available to take away, or abtain re- 


Jubified by good Works , 


miſſion of fins by the work wrought. Cor. Trident. Seſs. 22, That the 
whole/Maſſeis a propitiatory Sactifice for the quick anddead ; and 
whoſo ſaith, it is only a commemoration of Chiiſt's Death, &c. is 
accurſed, Cox, Trext.: 3. Your Ch urch holds, That ſuch. as deny 
that the real Fleſh and Blood of ChriR, is'in the Bread and Wine of 
the Sacrament, ought to be burnt to. death, 4. Your Church:holds, 
and tells us, That Images, and old clothes of Saints,:ought-to-be wor- 
ſhipped- wich rehgious Worſhip. - 5,; That-men; are AS FULLY 
AS THEY ARE DAMNED wy 
evi 
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evil Works, G6, That it is unlawful for Miniſters of Chriſt to 
Marry. 7. That the Scripture doth not contain all things neceſſary 
to. Salvation. To omit many other, theſe are Points of your Chur- 
ches Judgment, which we dare not truſt, till by you, or ſome other, 
proved to be Truths. | 
[ aſſigned the uſe of Lots as lawful in ſome doubtful caſes to end 
Controverhes, and for proof, -I quoted;Afs 7; and.this you will not 
allow for two Reaſons.  1.' Becauſe. (you ſay ) the Apoſtles were + 
inſpired to uſe them ; but were it ſo ( as that you cannot prove ) yet 
1t cannot be denied, but we may do ſome things which they were in- 
ſpired to do : for the Holy-Ghoſt was to lead them into all Truth,and 
they were to lead us into the ſame Truth, by their Example and Do- 
&rine, Joh.16,13, I Cor, I1,:1, 2, And be it here obſerved, That 
the Holy Ghoſt led thoſe, our Teachers, toordain the Miniſtry ' by, 
Prayer, and laying on of Hands, As 6, and As 13. whichpraQice 
of theirs, 1s a good prefident to a& by; a preſident I ſay ;.for this 
praRice is not exprelly commanded in Scripture, no more.than the 
uſe of Lots in the ele&ion' of Miniſters, If it here be: objected, 
. That Chriſt might give /ay:ng on of hands in Precept when he. was with 
bis Apoſtles. - I Anſwer, So alfo might he give them the other to be 
'uſed, when. there might be perſons found of ſeemingly equal fitneſs 
to ſerve the Chugch; 2. You reckon the uſe of Lots, Afs 1. a- 
mongſt Miracles, as your other Reaſon, why we may nor uſe them to 
decide any Controverſie; but why you ſhould fo: do, I ſee no more 
reaſon, than to iſay Foſh.. 22, mention'd- any: Miracks towards: the 
compoſure of the difference: between the: two Tribes, and 1ſfraet; 
where in truth no ſuch thing can be found, : though you/ſeem to af- 
fixm it, ; | | 0-07 * 
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1n my laſt Paper, I took; notice how you ſent us to Heaven for Miracles, 
$0 take up our fd after the' Example of Moſes, whoſe cauſe was 
cleared that way : Here you deny you browght in the Inſtance of Moſes to 
this purpoſe, 'which, how true it 1s, every one that can reade muſt needs 
ſee. Foxy are not theſe your words ? But you ſay, Reaſon is on my 
fide, &c. and demand by.whom we muſt be: tryed, who muſt. take up 
the quarrel? -1 anſw. Even the ſame | 


that cook-+up. quarrels of this nature * Note, there 19 not the word AS in 

in times-patt,'Exod,7; &c.. Do you not my words, only I ſay the ſame, that is, *. 
here tell plainly, That. God muſt taks God muſt take up our quarrels; and how 
.#p our. quarrels * AS be did. thoſe of that muſt be, is ſhewed in my Anſwes _ || 


Moſes? Ad truly otherwiſe I might following, G 
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you appeal to, for decifion of the ſaid Controverhies. 


J 


(45 you foreſaw ) very poſſibly tell you, that your Allegation was nothing to 
the Queſtion , Who muſt take up the quarrel 2 JU: #- pretey to ſee what 
ſtaff you make of it, and then how. you digreſs, to rail at our Baptiſm and 
Paſtours ; 1 ſay, rail : far you bring #0 proof at all. 


BAPTIST. 


I haveſaid enough to ſatisfie any reaſonable man, that it doth not 
follow from my alledging Exod. 7. that I ſend you, or any body elſe, 
to Heaven for Miracles to decide our Controverfies. For at the firſt 
I ſhewed, that in the caſe of Moſes there was Miracle againſt Mi- 

*racle ; only God gave a note of diftin&tion between thoſe ſigns, in- 
ſomuch as the Serpent that came of Moſes Rod devoured the other : 
from whence I only noted, That it's God's way to give ſome power- 
ful note of diſtintion, between the Witngſs of his Servants, and 
Deceivers. And now, 1s not this my Obſeryation very pertinent 
to our caſe? You ſay, you are the Church, We ſa e are the 
Church. Here is Teſtimony againſt Teſtimony , there was 
Miracle againſt Miracle ; and it the Lord do not LE 
powerful note of diftintion between our DoQtrine and yours, con- 
cerning the Church, as he did between Srepher's and the Alexandri- - 
ans, 1. pray, who mult take up the quarrel between #S7? Is it fit 
that you ſhould be Judge in your own caſe here ? If ſo, why may nor 
we? If the Councils and Fathers were of the Papal Church, then 
it is not any more reaſonable that you ſhould ſummon us to their Arx- . 
bitriment, than itis for us to ſummon you to the Judgment of our 
Predeceflors; but foraſmuch as yox and we are agreed, that the Pro- 
phets and Apoſtles were infallibly aſfitted to-write the Mind of God * 
for us to obſerve ; therefore it's moſt reaſonable that we ſhould both 
appeal to them. If you objeR,: the Prophets, &c. are not alive to 
interpret their Writings,” and that our difference 1s about the ſenſe 

'thereof ; I Anſwer, This objeRion is every way as forceable againſt 
the Decrees of Councils, and Volumns of Fathers ; for their Wri- 

tings muſt be interpreted, 'expounded, &*c, and-we differ about the 
meaning of them. Secondly, - the way you' affign us to'agree them, 
4s to.conſult them together, &c. Now I would know,' why we nay 
not be allowed this way to ſeek our the meaning of the Prophets and 
Apoftles ? In a word, there 15-not one ObjeQion which yet I have 


- metwith, levelled againſt our appealing: to holy Scripture, &c. as 
"= the only infallible means to decide all Controverſies between YOU 


and'US; butthe ſame objetions are more forceable againſt all *that 


PAPIST.. 


ove ſome + 


| Church be 
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Yow except againſt owr Miracles, becauſe we bring them to prove our 
Church by ; but if it appear as it doth, that God works Miracles upon 
thoſe that atlually cali upon his Bleſſed Mother, and hu other Saints, or 
whulft they are performung ſome of our Religious prattices, which you abhor, 
is it nat an argument that God approves them-?-. It is God then, and not 
we,that brings Miracles to prove our Church, 


BAPTIST. 


You will Ril{ have your Miracles to be an infallible mark of: the. 
truth of. your Church, eſpecially thoſe of the Bleſſed Virgin ( you- 
mean the Image ſo called at Loreto) or as you phraſedit in your third- 
Paper, The Lady of Loreto. But let me tell you; that there is ſmall 
cauſe you ſhould refer me to what is done there,as an infallible mark” 
that your Church is the Church of Chriſt. For by the relation of 
two eye-witneſſes, which I have read, it is a place of molt groſs 


- Idolatry, blind devotion, and deceit. . One of which Authors; was: 


once a Teacher of your Church, who, before his ſeparation- from 
you, travelled to Loreto,to ſee if the [mage of the Virgin would inforny 
him of the truth or falthood of the Roman Church, as'it is now con-. 
ſtitured ; for he was doubtful in this matter, and had been informed, 
that-if any perſon: were guilty. of Mortal fin (which if. the Papal 

S Church of Chiift, he concluded he muſt needs be 
ouilty of, in queſtioning her, at leaſt in the Judgment of the Fryers, 
who waited there upon that /maage ) he had been informed { Ifay ) 


- that if ſuch as were guilty of Mortal fin, did but pray before the Lady - 


of Loyeto, the ſaid [mage would either bluſh, or fall into a 'ſ\weat,. - 
and fo reſolve the Petitioner in the affirmative. -But if we may be- 


| lieverthe Lady of Loreto, and this Informant, then it is no Mortal © 


fin to think, that the Papal Church isnot the Church of Chriſt: For 
this doubtful man prayed earneſtly, and beheld the Lady as Rtedfaſt- 
ly, but no fweat nor change befel her at all, Therefore, according 
tothe Fiyersrule, it is rio Mortal fin- to think the Papal Church of 
Rome is not the Church of Chriſt. 

But this one thing iseſpecially obſervable here, That whereas you 
would perſwade your ſelf, and others, that 1 ſend men to Heaven 
for Miracles ro-decide Controverhies ; it is manifeſt that you are the 
maj that is herein guilty : For the Controverhie is, Whether the Pa- 
pal:Chaurgh of Rome, be the Church of Chrift 7+ You affirm , 1 deny. 
To declde- this. Controverſie, you refer -me. to Muracles, - the 
- HSE $55, ; 3 pecl 4 
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matter, as 1s evident in this, and your two former Papers ; So that 
What you would caſt upon me, falls clearly upon your ſelf, -ſavethat, 
inſtead of ſending me to Heaven, you ſend me to Loreto, 

[ In my Regzoynder I urged, that of neceſſity the Scripture muſt decide 
all our Controverſies, as aforeſaid ; becauſe, as things now ſtand, the Word 
(or Scripture ) ts antecedent to the Church,” ſo that inaſmuch as it 1s 1m- 

- poſſible to find the Church without the Scripture, it ſuppoſes clearly that 
the Scripture muſt be found before the Church : and ſo, if the Scripture 
wut f neceſſity reſolve this great Controverſie about the Church, it con- 
ſequently followeth that they muSt reſolve all Comroverſies ; becauſe 'all 
Religious Controverſies are involved in this one general Query, Where is, 
and who are the Church ? }. | * Bi i 2312 rn 

Something here, waich the Adverſary doth further write, is omit-' 
ted, becauſe it may be more ficly raken-notice of afterward, | 


| PAPIST, H-STS ICH: 

1 had reaſon to take notice of your general ſaying, that the Word was an 
tecedent to Faith and the Church, ſince there was a Church, and conſe- 
quently Faith before the- Scripture was written, Now it ſeems you meant; 
not the Scripture by the Word, but I know not what Word, which was af 
terward commutted to writing, 1t ts paſt my underſtanding what Word you: 


, mean ; for ſince «t cannot be Verbum Scriptum before it be written, It muſt . 


either be Verbum Traditum, and 1 ſuppoſe you will. not. allew that ; or 
Verbum De1 Patris : and that cannot be the Ward you fpeak, of, as com- 
mitted to writing, 


BAPTIST. 


' By that Word which was antecedent to Faith andthe Church,as it -** 


relates to the Church under the Patriarchs, &c. 1 mean the Word 

Heb. 1, which God ſpake to them, and by them, at ſundry times, and in-di- 
TI. - 'vers manners. And if you take that term | Word | to relate to the 
Church:of Chriſt in its plantation, then 1 ſpeak partly of the written 

* Not Wordof Cod, and partly of that which was/(at that tiyme)-onlyſpo- 
denying ken by word of mouth, by Chriſtand his Faiehful Stewards 2 aridaf 
Chriſt ro you Will call this part of the word, VerbumTraditum ;,1 ſay; that-is 
be her the WordI ſpeak of, And I doalſo ſay,: this Word was afterward 
foundati committed to writing ; which Word, together with the, former, I 
0 i4 the mean that of the Prophets, 'is that whereon the Church (as now con» 
main,  fidered ) is founded*, by which ſhe muſt. be known.-And in this 
Eph. 2, ſenſe, I ſay, the holy Scripture is now antecedent ts the Church, 
20, And therefore well ſpake that Learned perſon, Chryſoftom, when he 
: fore- 

\ 


*%! q 
_— 


ſpecial means, or chief mark, whereby I may be reſolved in this | 


* 
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forewarned the ſons of men, that if they took heed to any thing, in Chrifoft 
. oxder to their knowing the Church (in the latter times) beſide Scrip- Hom. in 
ture, they would fall headlong. into the Abomination which maketh Mat. 24. 


27 


deſolate, and not be able to know the true Church, 


BAPTIST. 


Think it meet, here to give the. 

Reader ſome account of my 
Judgment of theſe five Texts, which 
I brought to. juſtifie my Anſwer to 
the firlt Qzery; which, with my Avu- 
ſer, was as tolloweth,, ' 

Qu. Whether we are to reſolve all 
Differences in point of Religion, only 


out of the wruten Ward of God ? 


Anſw, The Spirit ſpeaking in the 
Scripture, together with-right.Rea-. 
ſon as truely ſubſeryient, is that: 
whereby.we are to reſolve all Diffe-; 
rences, &c.- For proof I cited, 1/«. 
$, 20, 1 Tim. 6. 3, 1TFoh., 4. 6. 
2 Joh. 9, 10. 2Theſſ. 3. 2. where. 
note, that under the term#e, ought 
not to be underſiood, any perſon but 
the Papiſts on the, one part, and the 
Baptifhe on the other, who do deny 
each other to be the Church of 
Chriſt, | 
Now that the Church is to defend 
her ſelf again all that come to ſpoil 
her of her Church-Rate., by the 
Scripture onely (as that which in- 
cludes” her whole {trength-) is that. 


- Which I brought theſe Texts to 


rove. 1 
And firſt for that place, 1ſa. 8,20. 
The Prophet foreſeeing a Judgment 
coming ,upon 1ſrael, 'even ſuch, as 


God'would hide himſelf from them; 4 


and the Law: and Teſtimony hg S: 
| . 


-_ 


PAPIST. 


Nee mure you offer to juſti- 
fie your Conſequences drawn 
ont'of the frve Texts, But 1 ah, 
once more, To what e did 
you bring them ?. was. it nat to 


- 


| prove what you had ſaid 1n your 


Anſwer 9-27 Query, That-the 
Scripture, ſo we rook, right Rea- 
ſon along with us, was ſufficient 
to reſolve all Controverſies un 
matters of Faith? No rational 
may can reade your firit. Paper 
bar. nut thiok. ſe ; ard indeed, 
otherwiſe you muSt have brought 
them to prove ſomething that was 
not «nder debate, which bad been 
mpertinent, Mut not that very 
Aſſertion of yoars- be. the Conſe>, 
quence to theſe five Texts 2-and 
then, have [ not reaſon to cry,out, 
[hos there never Ro ſuch, 
Monſtrons Conſequences ? But, 
' to. avord this mnconuenence you 
fall ints the other, .and will have 
ſome of your Texts brought to 
prove certain Propoſitions, which | 
you had not mentioned 1» your 
Anſwer... Howſaever , lit . us 
now {ee what au make of then, 
1fa;8.20. . God's People are com- 
manded. to have recourſe rather 
to the Law, &c. than to ſuper- 
{trout Oracles, Ad Legem ma- 


Sis, &c. And they have a þþ 
$ Hs g1ven” 


7 
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be like a Book bound and ſealed yp; 
as ver-I16 & x7. compared with ch. 
29, II, 22, The Prophet likewiſe 
foreſeeing, that when God ſhould 
hide his face, 1/rae! would enquire of 
Wiſards, and ſuch as ſpoke from fa- 
miliar Spirics-(as Saw/did,when un- 
derthe like-jydgment, as x Sam. 28. 
6,7,8.) wherefore the Prophet, that 
ke might warn the remnant of faith- 
ful ones, whom he foreſaw would be 
as wonders amonglt the'reſt, com- 
mands-them, as fromthe Lord, that | 
WHEN: men ſhould ſay unto them, 
Seek unto ſuch as have familiar ſpi- 
rits,&c.-to £0. tothe LAW, as be- 
ing their way to go to.God himſelf : 
for faith he, Shonld not a Pevple ſeek. 
unto their God ? To'the LAW, &c. 
and certifies them that by that wn 
ſhould know Deceivers ; for, ſair 


PAPIST. - 


grventhems to convince” ſuch O-' 
Tales of falſhood, if they ſpeak wot 


according” to-the Word or Pio.) 
Fug x pra Thu « the 
clear fenſe of that plate, out o 

check vo draw he ſtrange ef 
ſequence.” Ergo, the Scripture, 
Oe, #5 to reſolve all matters of 


Faith, A ftrange Conſequence, 


F ſay, as will appear, if we turx 
your  Emthymeme into a Syllo- 
giſm, thus : be oe & tobe 
had rather to the Law ; thas 
to falſt Oracles , whoſe falſe- 
hood appears, if they ſpeak” not 
according to the Word or Prophe- 
cy of Tfaiah.,” But if this be ſo, 


the Scriptures, &c. are to r6- . 


ſolve _—_— of Faith. Ergo, 
&c. - What a. prodigious 'raimor 
have . we here * How doth it 


he,If they ſprak. not atcording to This 
Worl, Lie there is of be n 
then -' So: that T infer thus much, 
that when ſuch as are enemies to the 
Church come to invade the Saints 
with their-deceit, the-only infallible 
way-to knoW'them to be Deceivers, 
is toenquire of God's Law and Te- 
ſtimony *1 know that 7ſrae] had the 
Teſtimony orftanding Oracle, befide 
the writtenLaw.:And theChurch now 
bath the new Teſtimony open in the 
Chutch,befide the Law & Prophets ; 


& hereunto, fay,the Church'ts only 
to apply her ſelf, as aforeſaid, to find | 
out the deceirt of thofe. who would 
rob her of that wheritance, which 
| ſhe holdeth'by the deeds of God's: 


follow,” that becauſe God's Word 
#5-to be more credited than ſu- 
perſtitioas Oracles ; or, that ſuch 
womans foe not ke be credited, 
when they ſpeak apainſt God's 
Word - 0 er TY Serip 

tyres, Cc. pare to reſolve all 
points of -Faith, I kyow you 
hve not the word rather in your 
Engliſh Tranſlation as we have 
1 ours, 'but the clear ſenſe of the 


pace brars' a much, © © 


r Tim.s. 3. ſaith, they oe 
oud" that teach contrary to the 
Dottrine of Chriſt. Ergo, you 


'1hfer © that the Scripture is to < 


Lyy, and Promifſes', contained in 
p | > A 
Scripture 


judge "whoſe Doftrive is of pride. 
This 


q 
4 
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wa 


CO 
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Scripture ; by theſe,” as the” ouly t#-- 
f all;ble Rule, fhe knows thafe robe 
lyars, -who-fay they are the Church, 
ant are not. -- 

'And'to this 2g 
Scriptures, the very reading whete- 
of ſheweth, that when-.rthe Contro-1 
verſie is between the Church -and 
ſuch as pretend falſly to that Title, 
'the onely-infalltible 'means to refel 
them, is, the Spirit ſpeaking Serip- 
ture, cc, © 7. | 

For thus faith the firſt of them: 
If any man teach otherwiſe,and conſent” 


3 


| 


rees the next three- 


" 


; 
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the Papiſt. 
_- *PAPIEST. 
This us as mad a concluſion as the 


laſt ; for when there is - no clear 
Text of Scripture for either ſide, 
as it often happens, or Scripture 
brought on both files';* How can 
the Scripture judge whether par- 
ty- be proud ?* or, how can it be 
judge of its own ſenſe, - wherit ts 
alledged on both fides, who both 
pretend to have the Spirit -and 
Reaſon onthur fides's + 


x John 4.6. Thoſe that hear 
notthe Apoſtles, ave not. of God, 


not to wholſom words, even the words of - nov" bave his Spirit. Ergo, ſay 


'our Lord Feſms Chriſt, and the Doftrine 
That ts according to” Gedlineſs, he- 15 
proud , knowing nothing\, but doting 
about queſtions, &c. ._ 
Thus ſaith the ſecond 5 He that 
knowtth: God, heareth m': the that 45 
not of God, htaveth-not 1s,"  Hereby 
kyow we the Spirit of Trith, ard the 
wrt of Error,” Oo LAT 
' The third ſaith thus, #hoſo tranſ- 
greſſeth, and abideth not in the Dottrin 
of Chrift, hath not God. He that a- 
bideth in the Doftrine of Chriſt, hath- 


p 


a«_L 


f 


| 


you; the'Soripture reſolves who 
are religions - Doth it follow out 
of- this Text, that when parties 
contend, that they hear the A- 
po$Hes,the Scripture, can reſolve 
the difference and pronomice who 


are reli gr0% ? &o, Not at all, 
5 a, "4*« "I 14 S922? 


". 2-John'9,' 10. Gives Fudge 


ment againſt thoſe that follow not 
Chriſt's DoBtrine.. Tow taifer E1- 


%0 the Serif bye wwuſt.try whes 
ther men mg this: Doltrine, 


both the Father and the Sm. If there "Strange Logick.: for wnlefs your 


'come- ary unto you, and brnig 1d ths. 
Deottrine 5 receive brm not ents your 
houſe, neither yd him Gollofpeed.. '* | 
2-'From theſe: Texts-1t appears; that 
unlefs.the Pap:ffs can produce fome-! 


| 


thing which they carrinfallibly prove | 


"to be Chriſt's Do&rine, befide what 4 
is contained'in holy'Seriptute ; ors- 
that the, ApolMes tay be theard-4s' 


infallibly by ſome-6ther means,” as' 


Text proved that the 
containes ' all- Chriſt's 


* if-hich -ir doth" not, your "Conſe- 


qhence muſt needs be fanlty. 


| 2Thef, 3. 2: you ſay proves, 
that Reaſon'ts ſome wayes neceſ- 
| ſary. 101 devide Comvoverſies 14 
Religion, 1 will not examine 


| the goodneſs of this Conſequence, 


by the holy Sctiprare 3 'or,that the 
ans Saints 


but -[ am ſure you need not have 
BA * brought 
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Saints, received ſome DoAtrine for | brought Scripture to have pro- 
Chriſfs, that is not contained in the ved ſo manifeſt a Truth, which 
Scripture; I ſay, unleſs they can in- |cannet be demed by any, but ſuch 
fallibly ſhew ſomething of this na- [as pretend ro have ſo much of 
ture,my Anſwer is good, But if they |che. Spirit, that me-thinks they 
can produce any other thing of ſuch |ſhow!d have little need of the uſe 
authority, then I acknowledge my jof Reaſon. 
Anſwer to be deficient. - Howbeit, 
if any man,or the Church her ſelf,do | 
decide a Controverke, by infifting upon the Scripture, this is no more 
than my Anſwer included ; for I do not imagine that the Church 
muſt not pronounce what 1s contained in the Scripture : } but if ſhe 
hath power to ſpeak as from the Lord (in theſe dayes)' when yer 
. the Scripture ſaith no ſuch thing, then I profeſs. my ſelf ſhort of un- 
derſtanding the-power of the Church. | | : 

2 Theſſ.3.2,T only made uſe of this Text thus far,that in Religiaus 
Controverkes the Apoſtle gives Reaſon her place, and therefore de- 
fired to be delivered from unreaſonable men. 


Concerning my five Texts, and what -I .infer thence, 4 need not -- 


ſpeak mach here ; yet it is worthy obſerving how. apparantly you 
miſs the clear ſenſe of 1/4. 8. 20, whilſt you reſtrain the relatives 
[this word] -to- the Word os Prophecy of 1ſarehb, whereas-it is as clear 
as the Sun.at noon, that they ought to be referr'd to the Law and 
Teſtimony ; for thus { read, To the Law and tathe Teftimony, if they 
ſpeak not according to This Word, Having thus miſled the ſence of the 
Text, then in all that you ſay further, you.difcover a taunting ſpirit, 
endeavouring to beſpatter me with what dirt comes next to hand. 

I did not quote any one of the five Texts, as. taking. it ſingly to 


prove. the whole Aflertion ; and therefore you did injure my under-' 


Randing, to.argue from them apart, as brought to. prove the whole 
Poſition ; but I brought them to prove ſich Propofitions, as being 
laid together, do amount toſo much as-my Aflertion (as I explicatg 
it) doth contain. - For thg firſt four Texts do all of them (hew, how 
God's People ought to try and defend themſelves againſt ſucha$op- 
poſe the Charch and. Truth of God , as..I,ſhewed in my. Rejoynder. 2: 
and the fifth, gives Reaſon. her- place in Religious Conteſts. Bur 
there is not one of the Arguments which I formed from my five .Quo- 
£4rions, but you deprave andabuſe it, by both.adding-terms of your 
: | | | : OWN, 


FI 
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own, and omitting mine ; yea, ſometimes whole ſentences: and 
when you haye ſo-done, you flout at the'/Concluſions, Which deal- 
ng 1s too-bad for a ſober Diſputant, -- » as £3 | 

It were a very caſte thing to rurn all your Obje&ions here againſt 
' the Scripture as inſufficient to- reſolve differences in Religion, 
upon the Church as. therefore inſufficient to reſolve them. For, 
whereas you ſay, That when: both Patties pretend to have Sctipture 
+ and Reaſon on their fides, then the Scripture cannot decide the 
Controverfie ; Might not I as well ſay, when both. parties pretend 
to have the Church on their fide ( as thac's the caſe between us) the 
Church then cannot decide ourdifference ? 

Again, where you ſeem -to-ſay, that When both parties contending, 
do ſay they hear the Apoſiles, that then the Apoſtles cannot (as they 
ſpeak inthe Scriptures ) decide the Controverſie: Hath not this the 
ſame force againſt the Church , when both parties contend they hear 
'the Church ? See how you can defend your ſelf, and I doubt not but 
therein.you will defend my Arguments for the Scripture. 

And becauſe you do cry up the Fathers, &c. for ſo.clear a way ta 
decide all our Controverſies, 1 will therefore ſhew you, that they 
do clearly avouch- the Anſwer which I have given to this your firlt 
Query, as will evidently appear to the impartial Reader of the ſeve- 
ral Quotations. which I have before alledged, and which do here 
follow. | 


Fs . . > Wo 


The ANSWER tw the FIRST QUERT, 
Avouched ſufficient by the Sentence of divers\D 0 c- 
TORS, both Antient and Modern. 


, 0 Hether of us be Schiſmaticks ? ask not me, I 7" 
pH will not ask you. Let Chriſt be asked, that he 
qo may ſhew us his Church. £* #866 


nor you the-cArim;, I am. neither bound to-rhe one, nor yougtothe ,,,," 
other ; let the matrer be tryed by the Scripture: | 


I Au . 


Neicher muſt I alledee the Nicene-Council ;. Aug. 


efuguſtne ſaith, Let the Scriptures judge ; let Chriſt judge ; let | 3.C.14 


the Apofiles judge. Yea, it 18 confeſſed by the Papiſts, that Aug. 


Optatie, and Baſil, ſummoned their Adverſaries to the arbitriment S. N. 
of holy Scriptures,” and did altow the ſufficiency of holy Scrigture Antidot. 


' to decide the Controverſies depending berween them. 2 
n 
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Chryſoft. Tn time 'paſt, :ſaith - Chryſoſtowme, there were: many-wayes to know 
Hom. in the Church of Chriſt (viz, ) by:good Life, by Miracles, by Chaſti- 
 Muth, ty, &c. but from the time that Hereſies did take hold of the Church, 
- tt /S& ONLY knownby the Scripture,which is the true Church. 
- Again, he ſaith, The Lord then knowing that fo great contuſion 
- Would come in the latter dayes, therefore willed the Chriſtians thar 
would take to the ſureneſs of true Faith, to have refuge to nothing 
but tothe Scripture ; otherwiſe, ſaith he, if they regard other things 
_ they ſhall periſh, not.underſtanding what the true Church is:. | 


[ Thus my Anſwer,is avouched good, as it reſpe&s the means'to 


decide the differences which-are about the Church, Next, hear what 
they ſay touching ſuch differences as are in the Church,] | 
Iren.l.3 Iren, If there be any diſagreement riſen up among Chriſtians 
Cap.4. concerning Controverſies in'Religion, what becrer courſe is theteto 
be taken, than to have our recourſe into the Moſt antient Churches, 
[ which muſt needs be thoſe planted by the Apoklles, confidering'the 
time when he lived ] and to receive from thence, what ſhall be cer- 
tain and manifeſt. | 


ta Augnſtine, Becauſe the Scripture cannot deceive, whoſo fearerh | 
2* tobe miſledin the obſcurity of this Queſtion, -lec himask- {O#UN\ - 


cont, pens” 
Ereſ ambiguity pointeth out. 


| Conſtantine Mag. There are the Goſpel, the Prophets. and'A- 


7: 9 SEL of that Church which the SCRIPTURE, wichour' any 


poltles, which do teach us what to hold in Religion ; whereforeex-.- 


pelling all hoſtile and bitter contention, let us ſeek the Solution of 
theſe Queſtions out of the Scriptures. +» Thus ſpake this famous Em- 
peror in the Council of Nice, at what time the Biſhops had like to 
have jarred into pieces. ” FG AEDs 


——————— 


——_—_ have I given an ” PREP Relation'of what hath | fledbe- 
tween the Popsſh Queriſt and my Self, in ke. op Peg 
(which contains the ſum of what paſſed in the othef ) as tokghing 
this Queſtion about the Judge of Controverſies.” And now, for fur- 
ther ſatisfa&tion, That the Scripture, as aforeſaid, ought to be'ad- 

- mitted the high Prerogative of Judge in our Dzbates ; confidgr,thet 
of neceſſity 3t muſt beſo, My reaſon is, becauſe either the Scripture, 
or ſome other Writings,mult be our Judge, eſpecially in this impor- 
rant Queſtion, WHICH 1S THE TRUE CHURCH + 
For when we contend about her,it is very unreaſonable, that any party 

| contending 


% 
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contending for:that title, ſhould be permitted togive Thcgment in 
their own cauſe :, As for example, The preſent Aſſembly of Papſts 

ſay, That thy are; the: tru? Church: and the preſent Aﬀmblics of 
Baptiſts (ay, T hat they are the true Church, Ts it fit that either party 

contending, ſhould:here give Judoment decifſive > What then mult- 
we do? Why of neceſſity we mult to ſome Writings, whereby to be de- 

cided or.agreedin this-Controverfie. Theſe Writings muſt be ei- 

ther,. the Scriptures, - or ſome other; - but no. other can. compare: 
m_ thoſe, ſo that they do deſerve. this Prerogative better than any- 
otner., | | : 

- The Papifts ordinary way in this difficulty, is to tell us, that we 
mult here be tryed by the Tradition of our Fore-fathors;in which they 
ſay, We (64rn0t be decuved: Which Tradition, they: ſay, 1s the only. 
thing thak # nnqueſtionable, and needs no other pround to tp ps but 
it ſelf, Ad /againlt the Scripture's being received, upon its own evi- 
dence;J&#atthoricy, they uſually do thus obje&, that before we can re-. 


cerve what teach:th, we muſt be afſured-of its trmb, © And again, T. B. 


they ſayypahe Scripture may not be the Fudge of Contraverſie, becauſe it, End to 
wayhe' bavpted, tranſlated, ll interpreted, not tightly undexſbord, And. Contro. 


by chaſed other Iike-objeRtions, they uſually in all their Writings, 
invaliggggac Scriptures certainty, authority, and ſufficiency, that,. / 
ſo theyWMance the authority of their Traditions, X might... 
- Bucilan-be ſeriouſly confidered, - whether theſe: ObjeRions have 
not thaline: force:again{t what they ret upon, - which they have a- 
221n(k ofioly-Scripture 2 Firſt then, whereas-they tell us, the 
Script hn nt teach 19 any thing, tall we-be aſſured of itstruth + Doh 
not-chramclude againſt any other thing as ftrongly ? Qught we not 
to be .filiged of the truth of the Church before: we receive her do- 


F- 


cumentF#2: Ought we not to be aſſured of the truth: of that Tradition 
which wereceive for the/Rule of our Faith 2. But chow; muſt we be 
aflured6F: the truth of the Papal Church, and Tradition ? "There is 
not a man living, that can remember. when either began, and ſo a- 
vouch its; b-ginning. to be of divine;lnftitution, | and the continnance 
of the ſame ever -fince its-beginning, to have been without any-cor- 
ruption-: What then muſt we do? Why we-muſtſearch Romes Re- 
cords. : And then I ask, are they not as queſtonable, and liable to 
miſ-interpretations, as eaſily miſ-underſtood as the Records of 
God > _ What is, now become . of theſe Objections, - the, force 
whereof. 1s evidently againſt the Papal Church and-her Traditions, of 
the tzuth whereof we muſt be aſſured BEFOR Ewe can be taught 
by cicher of them. | | | | 

.  Thay 
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I fay again, There is not.a man of all the Papsſts that can evidence 
Rome to have beena Church two hundred years 'ago, and then much 
leſs one thouſand fix hundred years ago. So that OF NECESSITY 
we muſt to the Writings of ſome men ( whom we never ſaw write 
one word )) to find the Church. And then / would know why we - 
may not make enquiry at the Pen of Pat, what the Church was at 
firſt, and what it ought to be now, as well as at the Pen of Auguſtine. 
Cannot the Pen of Peter the Apoſtle give us as good informarton in 
this matter, as the Pen of any Pope, pretending to be his Succeſſor ? 
If the Pap:ſts anſwer, That we know not the Pen of Peter or Paul : 
We anſwer, as well as they know the Pen of Auguſt:ze or Gregory. If 
they ſay Pau/'s Writings may be corrupted, and muſt be interpreted, 
may be miſ-underſtood. 7 return the ſame Anſwer of all other 
Books whatſoever; yea, thoſe which contains Rowes Tradition, ' See 
therefore what is gained by devifiug obje&ions againſt the authority 
or certainty of the holy Scriptures. Such doings do only tend to the 
deſtruction of all Faith, making every thing doubtful, and the 
effe& is the uſhering in of all uncleanneſs on the one hand, or if 
men miſs this ſnare, they are-catched in another, viz, to walk at 
random as their own, or other mens fancy leads them, This is evi- 
dent by what we have ſeen inthe Rayters on the one hand, and the 
 Papiſts and Quakers on the other. - 
Letus trace this matter a little further, thus. The Pap:ſts Tradi- 
tions ( moſt, if not all of which, have been committed co Writing 
ſeveral hundreds of years ago ) mult ſpeak for themſelves, are un- 
queſtionable of themſelves, muſt challenge no ground but them« 
ſelves to ſtand upon : Burt the ſacred Scripture which hath eſpecial 
Promiſefrom God for its preſervation, Pſa/.12, muſt have none of 
theſe high priviledges allowed it ; Is not this a moſt peccant Aﬀer- 
tion? Again, Perer and Paul muſt be no Judges of Controverhes 
in Religion, . as they ſpeak to us in their Epiſtles ; but the Popes of 
Rome, dead long ago, and now only ſpeak in their Writings, - yet 
they muſt be our infallible Judges in theſe Controverhies, The great 
Council of Apoftles, Elders, and Brethren, As 15, can be'no 
Judge of any Controverhie, though their Decrees are yet extant a- 
mong us ; but the Council of Trexzt, who. only ſpeak in their De- 
crees, mult be our Judge, and that ſo as from their er voubern no ap- 
peal can be admitted. The Apoſtolical Council ſends forth thar 
Decrees in the Name of the holy Ghoſt, and themſelves ; and in 
| thoſe their Decrees, they prohibit the eating of blood, and Rrangled 


things, &c, But the Papal Councils will ſend foxth a Decree directly 
| oppohite 
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oppoſite to this, and yet fign'd with theſe powerful words; Yiſuns 
x Spirirus Santto & nobis, If we appeal in this matter to the Apo. 
{tolical Council, chey may not be permitted to pronounce a Sen- 
tence deciflive, Burt from the ſentence of the Papal Council-we 
muſt in nq wiſe appeal. Can any thing be ſaid mote unworthily 2 

\ Thus then, Fitlt, the godly Reader may perceive, That whether 
he be able to anſwerall the cunning ObjeQions that men, by reaſon 
of the long experience they have had in the wayes of deceit, have 
found out ; yet he hath an Argument of NECESSITY where- 
with to oppoſe their ſubtilty. And, Secondly, he hath the advan- 
tage of .all their own obje&ions, againſt themſelves ; yea, againſt 
their Church, Tradition,and all that they Rand upon. Being ſeaſonably 
retorted upon them. - Wherefore I ſhall conclude with the Pſalmſt*s 
words, Pſal. 64.5, 6, 7, 8, 9. | 


- They encourage themſelves in an evil matter : they commune of laying 
ſnares privily;; they ſay, Who ſhall ſee them ? ?, # | x 


T hey ſearch out iniquities, they accompliſh a diligent ſearch : both the 
1award thoughts of every one of them, and the heart is deep, | 


But God ſhall ſhoot at them with an arrow, ſuddenly ſhall they be woun- 
ded. ol 1 


So they ſhall maks their own tongues to fall upon themſelves : all that ſee 
them, ſhall flee away. | 


And all men ſhall fear, and ſhall declare the work, of Gad : for they ſhalt 
wiſely conſider of his doings, | | 


CE dn enacts 
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bf THE 
SECOND PART, 
SHEVETH, 


That the preſent Papal Church of Rome, 1s not the 
Church of Chriſt, for divers important Canſes or 
Reaſons. 


E have heard of how dangerous a Conſequence 
that Papal Opinion is, Which leads them to ſer 
up their own Authority (under pretence of their 
being the Church ) above the holy Sctipture ; 


inſomuch as they allow 1t no Authority , till it be delivered to us for 
God's Word, by their Church ; ſo that by this Do&rine, we muſt 
find their Church, before we cah find the Word of God, as it is con- 
tained in the Scripture. mW 
Upon which Conſideration, we ſhall endeayour to ſhew, That the 
preſent Papal Church, is not the true Church of Chriſt ; and there- 
fore what Power ſoever the Church hath, yet they cannot have it ; 
Becauſe they are not the Church of Chriſt. | 


The Firſt Reaſon. 


The preſent Papal Church of Rome , cannot. poſſibly 
. prove her ſelf to be the Church of Chriſt : Therefore 
ſhe is not the Church of Chrift. 


The Firſt Reaſon maintained. 


I He Conſequence of the Argument no underſtanding man can 
deny; for unleſs a party pretending to be the Churchof Chriſt, ' 

can ſome wayes ſufficiently prove that they are his Church, they 
cannot reaſonably blame any body that refuſes ſo to account of them. 


And for the Antecedent, namely, that it 1$4mpoſſible for the preſent 
a. f Papal 
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Papal Church-to prove her ſelf the Church of Chrift, it is evident 


from this ground, viz. They make both the Scripture, and all other - 


Writings, depend on their Church for their Authority; and there- 
fore they muſt prove themſelves ro be the Church without the help 
of any authentical or authoritative Writings ; which thing is impoſ- 
ſible for them te do. - 

Being thus diveſted of the help of all Records, as is more fully 
ſhewed above, there remains now nothing for them to lean upon but 
their own Evidence,or the Tradition of their Fore-f#thers ; not thar 
which is contained in any Records, but only that which hath been 
delivered by word from man to man, cc. Butalas! what Tradition 
is this they tpeak of 2 Notthe Tradition of the Church to us, till the 
perſons delivering the fame, be found to be the Church ; which, as 
before, they cannot be found ta be, without the Scripture, And for 
their own Evidence, that may not prove them to be the Church to 
thoſe that contend with them ; it carinot avail them, fith each party 
contending in this caſe, will, and may, as reaſonably as the Papsſts, 
look that their own Teftimony ſhould be as available for theſe, as 
the other for thoſe. ah | 

It is as vain here to tell us, they are the Church; becauſe the true 
marks of the Church do agree to'the Papal Church, and none'elſe, 
For, firſt, the ttue marks of rhe Church are confefled by the TO 
to be found in the Scripture ; which Scripture they receive not, 


ut A4nthor 


from. the aurfiority of thieit Church ( yea, their preſent Church) ſo of the 7. 
that till the Scriptare can tell us authotitatively which be the marks Queries 


of the Church, no Church can be found by thoſe marks ; nor can the 
Scripture tell us of thoſe marks authoritatively, till Rome, as-a 
Church,vive it us for God's Word : So then Rome muſt be fourid the 
Church, before there be. any marks, to find hex by ; which is impoſ- 
fidle.” \..' | : 
As for Example : To clear this matter further, the Papiſts ſay, 
That Holineſs ts a mark of the true Charch : But now ſet the Holy 
Scripture afide, ant bow ſhall I know holznefs from unholineſs, with- 
out the Scripture ? Hete the Papiſts being in a ſtrait, rather than 
they will let the Law of God, or the Scnpture, have the prehemi- 
nefice, do Anſwer thus-; That we have a Law in or Conſciences, which 
diflates what ts good, and what us otherwiſe ; and by this Law, even a 
Heathen may judge- our Church holier than any other Congregations of 
Chriſtians, | 
Wha 2 miſerable plunge ( of Heatheniſm or Quakeriſm ) are they 
brought to here? How do _— know that a Heathen may, by nu 
2 aw 


Author 


of the 7, | 
Queries | 


EC mn 
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Law of Conſcience, judge their Church to be more holy than' A NF 
other Congregation of Chriſtians ? Were they ever Heathens to 
know this ? But alas ! what holineſs can a Heather judge of > Sure- 
ly not that which is an infallible maik of the true Church ; for this 
Spiritual matter 1s fooliſhneis to the Natural man, nor can he know 
it, becauſe *cis ſpiritually diſcerned. Ir is true, there is a Holrxeſs 
diſcernable by. the Law of our Conſctences. But this only, 1s not 
an infallible mark, that any Society 1s the Church of Chriſt; nor did 
ever any man ( Iam perſwaded ) hold forth ſuch a Do&rine, that was 
a faithful Miniſter of the New Teſtament, or Spirit. | 

Again, What of this kind of Holineſs, whereof a Heathen (as ſuch) 
can judge, 1s there found among the Pap!ſts, which may not be found 
among the Baptiſts 2 yea, among thoſe that are oppoſite to both, as 
the Quakers, and others ; yea, among the very Favs and Tarks may 
be found as much of this kind of Hol:neſs as among the Pap:#ts, if any 
credit may be given to Hiſtories. , 
Sometimes the Papyts do obje& 


* It would be here woted, That neither the 
warks of Unity, Univeiſalilty,&c. nor the 
Creed, do prove a People that hath them all, 
#0 be the Church, becauſe none of them men- 
t:0n Baptiſm, , withont which there cannat 


be a viſible hurch. 


the *:Creed as ſufficient, to de- 
monſtrate a man to be a Member 
of the Church, though he know 
not whether there be any Scrip- 
ture. But I Anſwer, How ſhall 
this be proved to be the Creed ? 


Ce EE ee ee ea eee eh. 
cod SES Re ns rats ſt - — - 


. it muſt not be its own evidence ; 
for then the Scripture may as well ſpeak for it ſelf, which the Papsſts 
will notallow; nor can the Church of Rome confer any authority up- 
on the Creed, till they be found to be the Church :. Sa then this 1s the 
Concluſion, Rowe muſt be found to bethe Church, before there be a 
Creed. | 

I do therefore humbly defire theſe few Obſervations may be ſeri- 
ouſly thought upon by allſobex men, but eſpecially;the Pap:Fs, that 
ſo men may. give to the holy Scriptures, that whichis proper to them, | 
that is, That they may ſpeak, wichout controul, both for themſelves, 
and every thing elſe of a Religious confideration ; or elle all Vo= 
lumns of the Antjents, and Societies of men, pretending to Chri= 
ftianity (as things ſtand in our dayes) mull depart into utter filence, 


Y /*: 6 
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The Second Reaſon. 


The preſent Papal Church of Rome,Fhath no Baptiſm : 
Therefore ſhe is not the Church of Chriſt. | 


The Second Reaſon maintained. 


B: the word Bapriſm in the Argument, I mean'only the Baptiſm 

of Water in the Name of the Father, &c.-or, which is all one, the 
Baptiſm of Repentance for the Remiſſion of ſins, Now that the preſent 
Papal: Church of Kome hath not this Baptiſm, is evident by this 
Argument, taken from their own Confeſſion, viz, 

The Baptiſm of. the true Church is found in the Scripture. But 
the Baptiſm of the preſent Papal Church of Rowe is not grounded 
upon, nor mentioned in the Scripture, Therefore the preſent Papal 
Church of Rame hath no Baptiſm. | 

The firtt Propoſition 1s moſt clear, from Matth.28, 19,20, AFA.2. . | 
AR, 8. Af. og. Aft, 16. Ai, 18, Ad. 19.' At, 22, 16. Rom, 6. | 
Gal; 3:27, Col.2:11, 12; Heb;6..2, 2, 1 Patsi3.; 217" 

And, that the Papiſts: Baptiſm 1s riot found in the Scripture, I 
prove thus. Becauſe they themſelves do confeſs, that Infant Bap- 
tiſm is not mentioned in the Scripture, nor grounded upon the Scrip- 
ture, nor any Scripture for it, See. to this-purpoſe, the Works of 
Bellarmine', and a Book, entituled, eA# Antidote, written by S. N., 
a Popith Doctor ; as alſo T.B. his Exd to Controverſie, In which 
Books you Will find the very words which I have repeated. Adde 
hereunto:the Anſwer- which I received from the Author of the Sever 
'Qzeries, when / asked him what Controverhes in Religion he could 
reſolve without: the written Word:of God ? he afſigned 1nfaut Bap- 

" . tiſm, as one thatiwas ſo to be reſolved. | 

So then, we have it pro confeſſo from the Papiſts- own mouths, That 
their Baptiſm (which is /»fant Baptiſm) is a Scriptureleſs.Baptiſm :- 
Therefore ſay I, it is no Baptiſm. | 

No Baptiſm, I ſay; becauſe the Church hath but one Baptiſmrof 

Water, and it is mentioned in the Scripture, and grounded upon it, .. 
- . and much- Scripture: found for it ; ſo is not Infant Baptiſm, which is 
the Baptiſm of the preſent Papal Church; Therefore-the Papal Bap- 
_ tiſm, isno Baptiſm. | How can they defend themſelves > Wifl they 
Þ. --- fay,the'Church hath a Scripture-Baptiſm, and ar-unwritten Baptiſm ? 
FT --: Fins they muſt ſay -and prove, or elſe deny their Infant Reeſe. | 
© {8 ut 
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But, ſecondly, The preſent Papal Church is ſo adulterated in the 
- manner of the Adminiſtration of Baptiſm, as that, had they a true 
- ſubje& for Baptiſm, yet, they would be found to have no Baptiſm. 
This will appear as clear as the Light, from the Papifts own confeſ- 
fion ; for they grant, that the antient and primitive way of baptizing, 
was, by dipping the party baptized, over the head and ears inWater , and 
that it was therr Charch which changed this way, to a little ſprinkling up- 


— ' ex the forehead, This is plainly to be ſeen 1n a Book, entituled, (er- 


tamen Religioſum, EIT 

This bold Change, which men, without any allowance from God, 
have made in this Miniftration of Baptiſm, is directly againſt the 
Scripture. Mat, 3.16, Mark, Ig.9. fohn3.23. Af.8.38,39. 
Roms. 6, In all which places it's evident, that our Lord Jefus, Johr 
Bap:15t, and the other Baptiſts of thoſe times, q1d ſo underſtand the 
mind of God in reſpe& of the manner of the Adminiſtration of 
Baptiſm, as that they thought it could not be done without ſo much 
Water as they might go into ( both the Perſombaptizing, and the 
Perſon to be- baptized) And now, do not all that will preſume to ſa- 
tisfie themſelves in this thing With a few drops of Water put on the 
face only, from a Man's fingers ends, or out of a Glaſs in the Mid- 
wifes pocket, lay great folly and ignorance to the charge of Chriſt 
and his primitive followers? doubtleſs ſuch, as is not leſs than the 
folly of that man, that hath occafion only for one Gill of Water, 
and he may take it up at the fide of the Brook, and'yet will needs 
wade into the middle of a River to take it-up;; or a man thathath 
occafion to-waſh his hands only, which he may perform very comnmio- 
diouſly without wetting his foot, and yet is ſo fimple that hewill 
needs go into the middle of the River to that purpoſe, eſpecially 
ſuch a Rivet where there is much Water. I ſay, thepradtice of 
Sprinkling which the Papifts and others uſe, if that anſwer the mind 
of God in the caſe of Baptiſm, doth even thus refle& upon Chrift and 
the Chriſtians in thoſe dayes, But let our Saviours praftice herein 
be juſtified, and all ſuch praRﬀices as tend to the rendring it ridicus 
lous, condemned. | | | 

The Papifts only Reſerve for the defence of I-fant Baptiſm, is this : 
They ſay it is an Apoſtolical Tradition, that is, a Precept delivered by 
the Apoſtles Word, but not mentioned in their Writings. 

This I ſhall ſhew to be utterly falſe, for divers important Reaſons. 
Firſt, No Apoſtolical Tradition, tends to the making null -or' void 
any Apoftolical Writing. But Infant Sprinkling makes null and void 
- all that is Written in the Scriptures, concerning the ſubje& and man- 
ner 


| 
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her of Baptiſm, in all that part of the Wotld where the Papilts ( or- 
ſuch as they ) get the Civil Power on their fide : yea, we ſee that by- 
this means the ſons of men are great enemies to the way of God in: 
this matter. How long have many Nations lain deſtitute of the know- 
ledge of the Baptrſms of Repentance for the rtmiſſion of ſins, by reaſon of 
the interpolition of this cloudy Tradition of Pedo- Rantiſm 2 How 
N have men, pretending to be Miniſters of Chriſt, never, in many 
| Generations, preached Peter's DoEtrine, Repent, and be baptized, 
every one of you, for the Rennſſion of ſins ? Note this Obſervation well; 
for although the Baptiſm of Repentance, &c. hath not been cryed 
down in the Nations of Chriſtendom, (by ſuch as.counted themſelves 
the only Preachers of the Goſpel) yet it was not for that theſe Nati- 
ons had no need of the praQtice of Baptiſm ; for they daily have pra- 
Qiſed ſomething under that notion, which is rheir Infant-{prinkling; 
So that it's plain, Infant-Baptiſm makes void the Apoſtolical Wri- 
tings : Therefore Infant-Baptiſm is no Apoſtolical Tradition. 
Secondly, Infant-Bapriſm is not-an Apoſtolical Tradition,  he- 
cauſe no mention is made of it in the firſt hundred of years-after 
Chriſt. Although I amnot much read, yet I have uſed the utmoſt 
of my diligence ro know the Truth in this Point, and I have attained 
to ſufficient ſatisfation, that the greateſt favourer of Infant-Bap- 
tiſm that yet I have met with, durſt not ſay that ever he ſaw any Re- 
cord of Antiquity that menttoned ſuch a thing, and that the Scrip-- 
tures do not mention it, the Papiſts grant. SF. 
And becauſe the Papiſts make ſuch boaſt of the conſent which they 
ze in this matter from Antiquity, I will therefore here put in 
thing by way of Evidence to the contrary. For it 1s certain that 
- Baptiſm, as it was not heard of in the firſt hundred, ſo nei- 
'--$ it generally received till above half a thouſand years revol- 
"20S m Chrift, as is undeniable z for that it is plain, that 
1 £ famous (or at lea(t, very famous)Chriſtian Parents *Sze 4 Book, ex= 
| \up their Children without having them baptized ; twtmled, A well. 
3 he Parents of Greg. Nazianzen, eAmbroſe, An- . grounded Trea- 
= * others ; yea, the Emperour Conſtantins, doin of tiſe concerning ' 
l  —_ "%axents, was not baptized till he was about Baptiſm. 
"age*. See alſo theſe enſuing Teſtimonies, - 
unto you, how we offer up our ſelves unto God in Juſtin 
Hhat. we are renewed through Chriſt, ſuch as are Marr.in 
*þ, and believe that which we teach them, being orat. ad 
he ſame; we admoniſh to faſt and pray, and Antho, 
5 "em, ; then they are brought to the Warr, pr, 
. an 
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and there calling on the Name of the Father, &c. they are waſhed 
init, So ſaith Eraſm, paraphraſe on Matth.28. If they believe that 
which you teach them, and begin to be repentant of their former tife, then 
dip them In Water, In the Name, 0c. 
Ferom, The Lord commanded his Apeſtles, that they ſhould fiſt inflru& 
juper all Nations, and afterward baptiſe thoſe that were inftrudted: for it 
Mat.28 cannot be that the body ſhould receive the Sacrament of Baptiſm, 
unleſs the ſoul have received before the tiue Faith, 
Arhan, Our Saviour did not ſlightly command to baptize, but firſt of all 
ia ſerm, he ſaid,teach, and then baprize, that true Faith might come by reach- 
* 3. cont. 11g, and Baptiſm be perfe&ed by Fanbh, | 
Arrian. Haimo ſaith, Inths place (Matth. 28.) 2 ſet down a Rule rightly 
. - how to baptize, that is, that Teaching ſhould go before Baptiſm : for, he 
Harms, ſaith, Teach all Nations, ( and then he ſaith) and baptize them : for, 
17 poſtil. be that ts to be baptized, mu#t be before inſirutted, that he firSt learnto 
ſup,zext believe, that which in Baptiſm he ſhall recerve : For, as Faith without 
Works # dead ;, ſo Works, af they have no Faith, are nothing worth, 
Beda Beda ſaith, eAll they that came to the Apoitles to be baptized, were 
ſuper nmitrutted of them, and when they were wnſtrutted concerning the Sacra- 
"Af, 19, ment of Baptiſm, they recerved the holy adminiſtration thereof... 
Tertullian, who lived about the time when Infant-Baptiſm began 


Tertuq, fo appear, did diſpute againſt it, as an unneceſlary practice,for divers | 


cauſes. 1, For that it ts not meet to commit heavenly things, tothoſe 
who are not capable of keeping treaſure of an earthly nature. 2, For th 
the Sponſors mught be endangered, 3. For that it became them | 
were to be baptized, to fat, pray, and cenfeſs their ſins. 4. Be: 

they that recerve Chriſt, muſt a«h his ; let them (that is, little « 

come therefore, ſaith he, while they are youths, whilſt wherein th 

they are taught, &c. | 

Auguſtine ſaith, We ſpend much time in exhorting thoſe whuas 

Aug. de tze— Ludovicus vives, commenting upon this place, .f* 
Civitat. any man ſhould miſtake this place of Auguſtine, let him know 
Dei, time it was the cuftom to baptize NONE, except they wers 

and did deſire Baptiſm in their own perſons, and that ſever 

did underftand what that MyFtical Water meant, which w © 

* 14 our baptizing of Infants, i 


qu ſunt. 


parvil, 


[ Lo here your Pedo-baptiſm 1s not the old cu 
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The Third Reaſon. 


The preſent Papal Church of Rome, is a National Church : 
Therefore ſhe is. not the Church of Chriſt, * 


The third Reaſon maintained, 


I, ” Oe make the Goſpel-Church National, conſequently deſtroye 
the Doctrin of Converſion, as it is a principle of the Do&rin 
of Cliiſt-appertaining to the beginning of a Chriſtian man : For, if 
men can regenerate, or beget perſons to God in their infancy, then 
the Word of Regeneration or new-birth is needleſs in order to our 
admiſſion into the Church of Chriſt, and ſo the preaching of Faith 
and Repentance mult ceaſe ( 4s it # a Principle pertaining to a Chriſtian 
mas ) in all thoſe Nations which are called Cbrifendens, which is a 
great part of the World, And indeed, Experience hath long ago 
proved this Conclufion to be moſt true ; for fince the Church '( as 
they term it) was National, the Word, or Work of Converfion,hath 
been little known in the life and power of it : nay, verily, the very 
term | Converſos] is become a reproach among out National-Chuxch- 
members. But thus tomake the Word of Converſion unneceſſary, 
in order to perſons admiſſion intF#the Church of Chriſt, is contrary 
to the Scripture, Fohn 3. 5. Luke 24. 47. Matth,20., 19. 2 Cor,5. 
16, 17, Heb.8, 10, 11, Gal. 3.26, 27, 28, Matth. 3.8,9,10. 
2. To make the Goſpel-Church National, puts an end to the Do- 


' Grrine of Chrift rouching that Separation, and thoſe Divifions, which 


for the Goſpel-ſake muſt be in Nations and Famulies, as appears from 
theſe Scriptures ; Fohn 15, 19. and 17, 14, 16, Ads 2,40, 47. 
x Cor.6. Lukg 12. 49,to 54. And therefore in vain doth any perſon 
think to do God ſervice, by compelling Families, Towns, Countries, 
Nations, or many Nations, to be of one mind in matters of Religion. 
I ſay, it is in vain, becauſe the Scripture foreſees, and alſo fore- 
ſhews,that the contrary effe&ts mult follow the preaching of the Go- 
ſpel ; and yet they may, yea, and ought to live-in one form of Civil 
Goveinmemt : for that is the will of God concerning every ſoxl, 

Rom.13..x, to 8. 
.; 3. The Goſpel-Church cannot be National ; becauſe that takes 
-away from her, Perſecution for the Goſpel-ſake, & makes her become 
a Perſecutor : For it 1s impoſſible for a Church to be- National with- 
out penal Laws,whereby to force _ to that kind of Werſhip _ 
0 - iK | 4 [ 


| 2 Cor. 
5.20, 


EDA oe eietnr a” tre.» <—_— 
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the greater part approveth, which may as poſſibly be falſe as true. 


' But the true Church muſt not look to be free from Perſecution, if ſhe 


live godly in Chriſt Feſus; nor 1s any thing more f #»comly for her than 
to puniſh or perſecute men into a Conformity to her Faith or religt=. 
ous practice, John.15. 19, 20, Mat. 10.22, 2 Tim.3.12. Lukeg. 
56, And the'greateſt part of the Revelations do ſhew,that the Church 
was to be ina ſuffering condition, and are therefore bid to be patient, 


' #ntil the coming of the Lord, Jam, 5. 


4. A National-Church cannot obſerve the diſcipline of the Church 
of Chriſt ; for, in the caſe of withdrawing from diſorderly perſons, 


' they do not only ſeparate men of diſorder from the Church, both in 


Civil and Religious concerns, but they caſt them wholly out of the 
World, from all Markets and Fairs, yea, quite out of their Liveli- 
hoods, & cy which kind of Excommunication the Scripture foreſees 
to be proper to the Churches Adverſary, Rev.13.16,17. 

5. If the Goſpel-Church ought to be National, then ſhe was-im- 
perfe&t in point of Power in the Apoſtles dayes : for-ſhe had-not then 
any Power to put Hereticks to death for their Herefie. But to ſay, 


that the Primitive Church wanted any Power to-puniſh any fin, as it 


concerns the-Church: to puniſh it, 1s-to diſparage the Apoſtolical - 
Churches, and is alſo contrary to the Scriptures, which plainly ſhew 
they had Power then to revenge all diſobedience, 2 Cor.10, 4, 5,6. 


The Fourth Reaſon.. 


The Papal Church encreaſeth her ſelf more by the Carnal 
Sword, than by the Spiritual Word : Therefore ſhe is 
not the Church of Chriſt. Dd 


The fourth Reaſon maintained. 


T*Hat ſuch Churches as are National, do moſt encreaſe their num- 
bers, and keep them alſo when they have them, by the terror of 
Death and Penal Laws, both Experience ſhews, and Reaſon tels-that 
it cannot be otherwiſe. How eften hath our Nation changed their 
Religion, with the breath of a Prince ? ſometime to Popery, and 
otherwhiles to Proteſlancy, and under O. Cromwel to a compound of 
half Presbytery and half Independency, according to the temper of thoſe 
that ſat at the Stern of Aﬀatrs ?» And now, how are they turn'd avain 
to Prelacy ? Of which latt change, I ſay, if. any have conformed, as 
| judging 
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judging it their duty to God ſo to do, thoſe ( though this doth not 
Juſtifie.their way to be good, yet) are honeſt men: But if any for 
ſelf-intereſt have done it, they are the very dregs of men, and will 
be any thing, and ſo nothing. 

2, I remember a notable ſaying of Hillary; who lived about the 
4th or 5th hundred, and in his dayes the Church was a degenerating 


we hg 6 D 
from her Regeneral Conſtitution into a National Form, where he 


ſaith, Ambition doth aid it ſelf by the Name of ("HRIST , the Church ©9174 


doth fear ani compel the People through Baniſkments and In 1ſonment, to 
believe her in thoſe things, which ſhe had received aboewgh lenny Impri- 

ſoned — She that could not be beloved of Chriſt if the Worldehad nat hated 
her, now glorieth to be extolled and belowed of the World, &c. 

And that the Papal Church hath ordinarily encreaſed her ſelf more 
by terror of the Carnal Sword than theWord of God,doleful Hiſtories 
do declare ; namely theſe, S/e:z4an Comment. A Book entituled, The 
Indians Tears, or, Inquiſition for Blood : as alſo, Fox his Afts and Mo- 
numents. re | Wn” | 

And here Vthink it meet to give an inſtance from one of their 
own Hiſtoriagraphers, namely Fabinus, He tells us that after Auſtin 
the Monk had gotten a conſiderable ſettlement in Exglard, it hap- 
pened that there was a Council aſſembled in this Nation, where A#- 
ſin propoſed ſeveral things,to which the other Biſhops could not con- 
ſent; but, by your leave,when Azſt;x-could not prevail by the Word 
(or rather, his words ) he told them, 1f they would not ſubmit, they 
fhould be compelled, by the waſting that ſhould be made in their Country 
through War and Miſery. Thus was not Paul's way, 2 Cor. 5. 20. 


" The Fifth Reaſon, 


The preſent Papal Church of Rome, laboursto keep. the 
World in darkneſs, and the Church alſo: Therefore 
ſheis notthe Church of Chriſt, . 


| The fifth Reaſon maintained. 


Tile Conſequence of this Argument no man candeny, for there 
T is nothing mote oppoſit to the true Church, than to love,or cauſe 
darkneſs to ſeize upon any. And that the preſent Papal Church of 
Rome labours to keep all men in darkneſs, is thus proved, _x, She 
forbids almoſt all men to reade rhe Scriptures, and thereupon hath 

_ ; = JM greatly 
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% 


/ 


HXﬀXEN, 


| The Baptiſt againſt the Papiſt. 
oreatly withſtood the Tranſlation of them into every Tongue, as is 
evident, partly from what Hiſtory declares, and partly from that 
which themſelves do ſay. To omit Hiſtory, hear what they ſay them- 
ſelves. In their Preface to the Reader in the Rhemft Teſtament , 
thus they. ſpeak : 

Order was taken by the Deputies of the late famous Council of Trent 
:n this behalf, and confirmed by ſupream Amuthoruy, That the Scripture, 
though truly tranſlated wnto the vulgar Tongnes, yet may not be indiffe- 
rently read of all men, nor of any other than ſuch as have expreſs Order 
thereunto of thair lawful Ordinaries. So that we ſee the Liberty here 
given, is unlike the Liberty given by Chriſt to his enemies, whom 
he commanded to ſeatch the Scripture, Fohn 5. 39. And the rich 


- Glutton's Friends are ſaid to have the Prophets and Moſes, Luk.16. 


29. - Iſrael was of old indifinicly required to lay up the Book of the 
Law in their heart ; to talk of 1t as they-ate in their houſes; as they * 
went abroad; they muſt teach them to their children, and writethem 
upon the poſts of their doors, Denr.6. 4, to'9. 

Notwithſtanding all this and much more liberty given by the Lord 
both to. his Enemies and Friends, to reade his Word, you ſee the 
Comncil of Trent will have none permitted, but whom the Ordinaries 
permit, to reade the Scripture, and they are only ſuch as they judge 
diſcreet, &c. Pref. Rhems. Teſt. | 

Is it not range that men, pretending to be Chriſt's true Follow- 
ers, ſhould thus contradi& hinr > He allowed that to his Enemies, 
which. they will not allow to his Friends, Sure they have neither 
heard his Voice, nor ſeen his Shape, or, at leaſt, not learned of him. 
Miſerable is the Goſpel-Church by the Council of Trents Doctrine, 
they have not that priviledge Which ſrae/ under the Law was allow- 
ed ; and yet they are as ſtritly bound to bring up their Children in the 
admention of the Lord ; which they cannot do, unleſs they have the 
Law in their heart, that ſo they may talk of it to their Children. But 
ſurely, thoſe that will not letthe Law come within the fight of our 
eyes, have no mind it ſhould ever come in our hearts : So then they 
labour to keep us in the dark, 

What can they ſay againſt mens reading the Scripture, which hath 
not-the ſame force againſt the hearing of it preached? Did not ſome 
conceive as groſs opinions concerning Chriſt's ſaying, men muſt eat 
his fleſh, as ſome have by reading them? The Fews thought they 
were fo to be underſtood, as that they might eat his real fleſh; and 
that was not a greater nor a lefle Error, than is found in the Papsfts, 
who read the ſame word. It is doubtleſs a ſhrewd fgn that _ 

who 
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who will not ſuffer us to ſee the Law of God; do not intend that we 
ſhall hear very much of it ; peradventure ſuch Points as talk of 
Tythes, &c. | | 

Yea, it-is evident, that they intend not to let us hear much that 
ſhall profit us ; for they have deviſed, that the very Prayers and Ser- 
vices of their Church, be ſaid and ſung in a tongue which the People 
underſtand not. Yea, they tell us, That it zs enough for the People 
to underfland that the Prayer ts made to call upon God tn all our deſires ; 
and more than this ts not neceſſary ( they ſay: ) So that the poor Peo- 
ple.in the Papacy, know not what are the things deſired ; only they 
are told, The Prayer is made to God in all that is therein defired.. 

Are not theſe People kept in darkneſs > But ſaith Paul, How ſhould 
the unlearned ſay, Amen? 1 Cor, 14. | | 
© That which is molt Rrange, is, That the Papiſts ſhould deliver 
this dark Do&tine, from x Cor, 14, then which no Scripture more re- 
quireth an underſtanding in thoſe that pray, and in thoſe that joyn 
with them ; nor doth any Scripture more clearly ſhew us, to how 
little purpoſe it is to perform any Service in the Church in an un- 
known tongue. Read the Chapter ; ſaith Paul, If I come unto- you 
ſpraking with tongues, what ſhall I profit you 2 — but #n the Church I will 
ſpeak, froe words. with my underſtanding, that I may nſtrutt others alſo, 
rather than ten thouſand words in an unkpown tongue. Thele ate Panl's. 
words, as the Papiſts themſelves tranſlate them. 

« Another way whereby they keep men in darkneſs is this,, They 
cumber mens minds with ſucha CHALTLTHDE of Ceremo- 
nies, and Repetitions in their Prayers, that the mind is. ſufficieftly 
charged to remember how many times over they muſt ſay ſome tWo.or. 
three words ; nay, it's evident this is no wrong, Witneſs their Beads 


which ſerve to fupply the defe& of their memories. As Iremem-+* _ 
ber, there is not leſs than fifty Orations and Poſtulations, &c. which 7:Gr. 
the Prieſt is to make, and a&, before the Bread be Conſecrated when Synopf.. 


they ſay Maſs; and the like doings they have in the moſt of their 
Services, which I can more defire the Lord would deliver them | 
from, than mention, 


—_— — ; 
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| The Sixth Reaſon. 


'The preſent Papal Church, is generally (if not only at this 

+ day) gathered of perſons unregenerate, or not new 

born, as the Scriptures do require new-birth in that 
caſe : Therefore ſhe is not the Church of Chriſt, 


The Sixth Reaſon maintained. 


* 2 Scripture ſaith, That except a man ( or any one ) be bory 

again (SO) as tobe like the winde THAT BLOMYW- 
ETH, and that bloweth in ſuch ſort, as the ſound thereof 1-S 
HE ARD, he cannot enter into the Kingdom ( or Church ) of God : 
E... + But the many millions of Infants, Whereof the Papal Church con- 
| fiſts moſtly ( 1f not only ) in reſpe& of her Members Initiation, are 
not thus regenerate. So that the Papal Church is gathered ( gener- 
ally ) .of ſuch Perſons as are not ſo regenerate, as Perſons oughtto 
be, and muſt of neceſſity be, before they be admitted into the 
Church of Chriſt. The Seed of the Woman ( or Goſpel-Church ) 
are all ſuch as have the Faith of Jeſus, and keep the Commandments 
of God, atleaſt in Profeſhon ; for that is the thing that is abſolute- 
ly neceſſary, in order to any Perſon's admiſſion into the Church of 
Chriſt, Fohn3.5, 6. 2 Cor. 5.16, 17, Rev. 12, ult. Gal, 3, 26, 
27, 26: | : 

2. All the Children of the new Covenant, or Church of Chriſt, do 
DIFFER from the Church under Moſes, S O, as that they, each 
individual, do ſo know the Lord, as that they need not, in ſome fort, 
teach oze another, ſaying, Know the Lord, Heb.8. Jer.31, But either 
all, or the generality of the Papal Church, differ nothing from the 
Church under Moſes, in reſpe& of their KNOWLEDGE, when 
| admitted into their Church, Being ſuch as are not capable of the . 
| firſt, or leaſt degree of the knowledge of him, | 

| 3. There appears no more fignof Regeneration, or new-Birth, in 
the T&fants, or Members of the Papal Church, at their admiſſion, 
than there appears in ſuch as the Papiſts ſay are not regenerate. 
Now where the Spirit of regeneration 18, it is not without ſome de- 
mon(trable operation ; for ſaich Chriſt, The wind bleweth, &c. and 
thou heareſt the ſound thereof, 8c, SO IS EVE RY Onethat is 
born of the Spirit. So that I conclude, That the Infants whom the 
Papiſts ſay they baptize, are not born of the Spirit, unleſs they can 
eve ſome demonttrative fign of it. 


4. There 
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4. There can be no Regeneration in an ordinary way, without 
preaching the Do&trine of Chriſt, Rom.10, But the Papal Church is 
generally (1f not only) gathered without the Word preached, in 
order to-the regeneration of the' Members, before their admiſſion. 
Therefore they are not regenerate in an ordinary way. Andif they 
have an extraordinary. regeneration, let them ſhey. ic. 


T he Seventh Reaſon. 


The preſent Papal Church of Rome, maintaineth the Do-. 
arine of Devils, and that ſo violently, as that they pu- 
niſh the Non-obſervation thereof with Excommunica- 
tion and Death : Therefore ſhe is not-the Church of 
Chriſt. 


This Argument maintained. 


His Reaſon, or Argument, may ſeem to be harſhly laid down ; 
yet if it be true, there is neceffity to propound it. And for 
the truth of it, I deſire you weigh what followeth. 

I, T6 forbid Marriage, and'to command to abſtain from Meats 
Which God hath created to be received, of ſuch as believe and obey 
the Truth; this is the do&rine of Devils. But itis well known that ' 
the Papiſts do forbid the whole Calling of their Clergy to Marry, 
and thouſands beſide of thole that live in their Monaſteries and 
Nunries, &c. and this under pain of .Cxr/izg and Death, You hall 
hear them ſpeak their own words, wherein they do not only prohibit 
Marriage for ever to ſuch as enter into the Miniſtry ; but 1f any be 
married, and afterwards come into the Miniſtry, they wholly de-' 
prive ſuch of the enjoyment of their Yoke-fellows. Thus they 


ſpeak ; The cauſe why the Church requireth chaſtity in the Clergie, and Rhem. 
forbiddeth not only fornication, but all carnal copnlation, even 1 lawful ft. 
. wealock,, 45 tothe end, that God's Prieſts be not-drvided from hims by the Annd., 


clogs of Marriage, but be clean and pure from all the fleſhly atts of copula- 
tzon : And this doctrine they teach from-x Cor, 7," where if you reade 
the 4, 5, 6, 7. verſes,- you may eaſily learn the quite contrary Do- 
&rine. Again, They teach from x Tim.3.2. That none ſhall Marry 


that come into holy Orders, And, that if any of the Clergie, n-other Rho. 
Countries, had been permitted, in times paſt, to enjoy their Wves, yet they Tp 
now declare it to be again#t the Apoſtles Rule; - And this they ſay # the Annot. 


Sentence of the Council of Nite, - But ſurely Pau/'s words -are clear 
| contralry ; 


" FAG EDES > rv 
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contrary ; for he ſaith, A Biſhop muſt be the Huzhand of one Wife, ha- 
ving his Children in ſubjettion, &c. 

In furcher proof of this matter, it is upon Record, That Greg.7. 
An, 1070, did enforce Miniſters by Excommunication, to leave their 


Diſt. 32 Wives. And Urban 2. Anno. 1066, Decreed, That it might be 
cap, IO, [awful to make the[Miniſters Wives bond-women. And Fox recordeth, 
That it was made Felony, by the A of the S:x Apticles, for Miniz-: 


ſters to marry Wives, Fox, p,1135. And this cruelty Bellarmine de- 
fends by a ſaying of Jerome, That a Biſhop begetting Children, ſhall 
be condemned as an Adulterer. 


Now whereas I ſay they forbid Meats, &c. I donot mean, that it 


15 not meet for the Church to Faſt and Pray, and in ſuch a ſenſe to 
forbid meat. But for their Church to forbid one kind of meat above 
another ; as that we may not eat Eg2s in Lent, and divers other 
creatures which God hath created, to be received of ſuch as believe. 
For the true way of Faſting, is a total faſting for the time ( unleſs 
neceſſity deny. 5 And truly the Papal Faſt of Lent is in a manner no 
_ , Faſt, which allows the _ of Wines, and the eating to the 


: Full of ſuch delicacies as do inflame the fleſh as much as Eggs, &c. 


which yet the Papiſts by no means will permit men to eat. For my | 


Author tells me, That they make the eating of Eggs in Lent, a dam- 
nable fin. Fox,p,1043. I might fill much Paper about their forbid- 
ding meats. But to proceed : | 


The Eighth Reaſon. 


The preſent Papal Church of Rome, is Myſtery Babylon : 
Therefore ſhe is not the Church of Chriſt, 


The Erghth Reaſon maintained, | 


a Know, that generally all that difſent from Rome,do account her 


a5 in her preſent ſtate to be #ery Babylon ; And truly for my 
part, {I have conſidered of this matter, and I findit is ſoclearly 
meant of Rowe, that even the Papiſts do not wholly exempt her from 
this Name. Yet they deny that Rome, as now conhidered., ts 
Myery Babylon ;. only, ſay they, it is to be referred to Rowe in her 
Heathemſh eftate, But thus I reaſon; 


2. If the preſent Papal Church of Rowe be not Myttery Ba- 


bylon, then either the Papiſts, or ſome body elſe, can ſhew us a 
People which better deſerves that title. But this no man can do 


( ſo far as yet I have learned ) and therefore (as yet) I muſt ay, 
S 
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The preſent, Papal Church of Rowe ( together with her Daughter 
Churches): is MyFery Babylosy, And for further proof in this Point, 


I thus reaſon : 

3+ The preſent Papal Church. hath the Marks of MyFery Babylon ; 
therefore ſhe is MyFery Babylos, , | 

I prove it thus : 

One Mark of Myftery Babylon, is 2 Regiment over the Kings of the 
Earth, Rev. 17, The Woman which thou ſaweſt, ts that great City which 
re:gneth over the Kings of the Earth, This Mark the preſent Papal 
Church of Rome hath above all other; Witneſs the Papiſts own 
Books, T.B. End to Controv. chap. 26, 27, where he ſets up the 
Pope above all Kings and Emperors ; and plainly calls the F 
Kings and Monarchs; and the Papal Church, he terms an invincible 
Empreſs, &c. | at gt] 

Another Mark of My#ery Babylon, is great Riches and wordly 
Pomp. That Rome, in her preſent Church-ſtate, hath this Mark, 
her Door, T. B, is. my witneſs, So is Helen. Geog. p. 192, 193. 
and Napier, Rev. 9. Which Authors ſhew her Riches (evenof the 
Clergy my ) b. be quite out of the reach of the beſt'Arichmaticks 
to paſs an Entradouponit, Add to all other witneſſes that of Expe- 
perience, and it will ſhew us, That when their Church had her do- 
mination in this Land, they knew where the beſt Ground lay ; as 
the Ruins of their Abbeys do evince, Compare all theſe with Kevs 
18, and ſee if they do not agree, | 


_ Another, Mark of Myfery Babylon is, She fits upon Nations, 


Tongues, and Peoples. Rome hath this Mark; T.B. inhis Endts: - 


Controverſies, chap. 26, 27. 

Another Mark of Myfery Babylon is, She enflaves the Souls of 
men, and is drunk with blood, Now that the Papal Church of Rowe 
hath this Mark, I needonly torefer my Readers to thole large Hiſto- 
ries of Sleidan, Fox, and Benz the [taltan. | 

Laitly, As 1 noted, it is confeſled by the Papiſts, That MySFery 


' Babylon, Rev. 17. & 18. chapters, is meant of Rome ; only they 


think to free themſelves from the force of that blow, by telling us, 
That it's meant of Rome in her Heatheniſm , and under the perſecu- 
ting Emperors. Burt this is but a poor ſhifr, as may/appear, by ſhew- 


Fab. 


ing, That the Antients do write againſt Rome, as Myftery Babylon, 5 oil 


afcer the perſecuting Emperors Were down; for the Papiſts ſay, 
That Conltatine put an end to the Perſecution, when he was converted, 


which was about the year 300, anda few odd years ; .at which time -- 
| | H 
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the Papiſts ſay, That Rome was given-up to the Pope, 1, Ferome, who 
lived about the fourth hundred, writing to Exſtech. & Marcilns, doth 
apply theſe words to Rome, viz. Fly out of Babylon, let every man 


ſave bis own Soul, fer Babylon # fallen, and ts become the Habitation of 


Devils, Yea, he ſaith further, as heis quoted by the Proteſtants, 
That Rome 1S the Babylonical Harlot, according to the Revelation of 
St. John, apparnted for the birth of e Antichriſt, which there ſhould ariſe, 
and exerciſe all tyranny; and from thence ſhould decerve the whole world 
mith his wicked Wiles, | CRIT 


And cAugnitine is molt clear in this-matter, in his Book of the 
City of God ; Where hecalls Rome another Babylox in the Weſt, And: 
Babylon inthe Eaſt, firſt Rome > and Rome of Italy, ſecond Babylon. 
Willing men to confider, That in the beginning of the City of God, 
which was in Abraham's time, the firft Rowe, that was, Eaſtern Ba- 
bylon was builded in (haldea. And about what the firſt Babylon was 
deſtroyed, leſt the City of God ſhould want her Enemy, the- ſecond 


| Babylon, whichis Rome in Italy, was erected. 


 Chryſoftome ſaith, Antichrit ſhall 1rvade the vacant Empire of 


Rome, and aſſay to draw unto himſelf the Empires both of God and 


man, Thus it ſeems that Rowe was accounted MyFery Bubylon, four 


or five hundred years after Chrift; and if ſhe be not now, what ſhe 
- Was then in that reſpe&, I defire tobe informed where that blood- 
drunken Fornicatrix, mentioned, Revelation 17, is now to be. 


found, 
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The Ninth Reaſon. } 


The preſent Papal Church hath not thoſe Marks, which 
they themſelves aſſign as the Marks by which the true 

j Church can only be known intallibly : Therefore the. 

J preſent Papal Church of Rome, is not the Church of 

Chriſt, | 


: Thoſe Marks are ; 
5 ef NTIQOBETT: 4:4. VISABILITT, 
2, SUCCESSION. |-5. SANCTITY. 
3. UNIVERSALITY 6. UNITT. 


(of Timrand Place, | 7. MIRACLES, &c. © 


Theſe are the Principal. 


| The Ninth Reaſon maintained, - a: wy 
or Re the prefent Papal Church cannot have the true Mark of 
:* Antiqmiry, 1s thus evidenced ; viz, The Papal Churchisa Na- . 
tional Church; But no Goſpel Church was National iti the firſt... __ 
Age : Therefore no National Church hath the true Mark of Ant;quiry. . . 
The ftrength of this 'Argument lyeth in the clear difference of ©... 
the ate of the Church under Abraham and Moſes, to what it was: . 
1 under Chrift and his Apoſtles. For, wy £4 
fÞ-v The Few:h Church, which was to be National, took its form in. 
a National way, even in the” very firſt Family whete it began, as 
pears, Ges. 17. where Parents, Children, and Servants too, muiſt 
]- all be' brought into that Charch-ſtate forthwith, or not be ſuffered to 
co-habit together, Which order muſt be kept.in all the Families of 
| the Jews, as well in reſpe& of their Servants, ſuch asthey bought 
with money, as their Children, or any, other.. | And” fo the Fewſh 
Church, both in irs beginning and its cohtinuance, ated fotth it 
ſelf ina way ſuitable toit ſelf, MO Te” IE £ 
| H 2 But 


VIbros 
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\_ Zuk,12 But when the Goſpel Church began, it is very evident, that it 
51, 52, took its beginning in the: diviſion of Families, and that by vertue 
53- of Chriſt's Doctrine ; who affirms, That he came to ſend fire on the 
Yþ Mat.10 Earth ; not Peace, but rather Diviſcion-z For ſaith he, From: hence- 
Hive 34» 35. forth there ſhall be finag,n one bouſe divided three againſt two, and two 
Luke, againſt three , the Father aguinſtthe Son, and the Son againſt the Father ; 
21.16. the Daughter agarnſt the Mother, and the Mother againſt the Daughter, 
ICor.7. &c. aol all this for the Gofptl ſake. Here a man muſt leave Father, 
II, 13, Mother, Wife and Children ; For this cauſe ye ſhall be betrayed, 
IF, 2Iy both by Parents and Kinsfolks. For this cauſe the unbelieving 
22, 23. Husband will put away, his believing Wife. And for this cauſe 
the Servant may refuſe to follow his unbelieving Maſter , being 
_ freeman, and yer dwell in his Service as a.Servant notwith- 
ſtanding. 
Thus it's evident, That the Goſpel-Church took: 1ts beginning in 
a Way quite contrary td the Form of a National Church, even by 
turning the World { or Church of the Fews Y up-fide-down, whick- 
cauſed the Fews to cry out, MEN OF ISRAEL, HELP. 


This is. yet more evident, by that thundring Do@tine of the 
Mit. 3. Baptift, whgn he ſaid, Think not, or begin not to ſay within your ſelves, 
9. We have Aﬀfaham to our Father. No, taith Paul, Weg ( meaning the 
2Cor.5. Goſpel-Church ) which are of Faith,. are the Seed of Kbraham, and 
I6 O17, Heirs according to Promiſe ; For the Promiſe (which chiefly) ise 
18. joyed in the Goſpel, was not made+o ſuch-as were born efrer the 
Gal.3,2 Fleſh, but ſuch as are born after the Spirit ;  Whereupon he ſaith, 
629. We henceforth know No man after the Fleſh [ or becauſe hede- 
Atts 10'ſcends from the loins of Abraham, or. any other, ] For if any man 
35. be in Chriſt (ſoas to be a: demonſtrable, or vifble Member of his 
Row. 9. Goſpel-Church ) he is a new-creature. Old things are paſſed away, 
6,7,8, | yea, the old priviledge of ſtanding in the Church by the Father's 
intereſt, though the Seed of Abraham himſelf ] is [now] paſſed, be- 
| hold all. things [in this reſpe&.] are become new. Whereupon 
Peter cantJibureth his ſentence, and ſaith, Of a truth I perceive God 
is no reſtuTer of Perſons, | but the Perſons accepted upon a Goſpel- 
account, ſo as to be his Church, are ſuch as #» every Nation fear hin, 
| | and work Righteouſneſs | which no Infant can do. ] But what? Hath 
tt God rejeRed Infaurs wholly, that now he will not ſhew them.ſo much 
- BR favour as afore-time ?., God forbid. He hath not ſhut up his. tender 
Mexcies from them wholly, o1:in part z For as they are may and 
| | Jing 
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dying in their infancy through Adam's tranſgreflion, ſo in” Chriſt 


ſhall they be made alive. Wherefore look how far ſoever they Remy... 
ll inthe firſt man of the-Earth, ſo far they ſhall be reſtored by the 26, 18, 


T.ord from Heaven; yea, the Gift -to 'them by Chriſt ſhall exceed 
the Loſs they had by. Adam, Burt if they. live to yearsfof under- 
ſtanding, and become actual finners.againft:God, then/the way ap= 
pointed for the remiſhon of their fins, is, to, repent, and be baptized, 


it led-into. all Truth ; and attain at the end the ſalvation of their foult,*** 
through Teſs Chriſt our Lord. to ag! ceachel x | 
Another Argument whereby ut appears the Church of Chrift-can- 
not be National, is this-; No man is bound to*become a Chriſtian 
under pain of; corporal -puniſhment.z/ as Death, &c. but! living 
peaceably as men, - no. min hath power to compel them to be bap= 
tized, or to walk in the Chriſtian Profeſſion, as-is- clear from the 
Texts. before recited. Now take away Force in matters of Religi- 
on, and a National Church. cannot ſtand in an abſolute National 
Form; this all:experience canteſtifie. | 
Again; That the Church of Chriſtat the firſt, or in the firſt Ages 
was not National ( in the firſt method 'or way -whezein a- Church 
beginneth to be ſo, namely, by the admifhon of Infants into the 
Church) very evident; becauſe it is utterly incredible, thatthe 
many thouſands of Infants, of ſuch as in thoſe dayes believed, 
ſhould be admitted into. the Church, and-not'ſo:much. as the whilſ-- 
per of ſuch a thing to be found in all:the holy Writings of the Apo- 


| files. + And befidez I have ſhewed from the Teftimony of Yves, 


(Auguſtines Commentor ) That the: Church . had not the cuſtoms» to 
baptize Infants in old time. 9 ; 
It is likewiſe certain ( if Hiſtory be -trae-) That the' Goſpel- 
Church uſed no compulſion -in matters-of Faith: for more than- three 
hundred-years after Chrift;. About which time Conflantine- | 


ordained grievous puniſhments for ſuch as ſpake againſt- Fab, Chron, 


Chriſt; and allowed the Chriſtians, to uſe the Unbelievers: pager. Yet 
hardly. But God did not bleſs theſe doings : for Con- thi-Eu 


Biſhop that baptized him,. as- alſo! others-that continued - contradiet. 
faithful. | | | | 

Hence then I-conclude, Fhat ſeeing;the preſent Papal Church of 
Rome hath not the-true Mark of Antiquity, Therefore they loſe at 
ence, the. next three,' Succeſſiong, Univerſality, and Y:iſroplity: For, 
| Antiquity 
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Alts 2, 
every one off them, "that they mayrecerve 'the holy Ghoſs, .and ſo be by 35, to 


ſebius 
ftantine. became an eArrian Heretick,. and perfecuted the doth. ſrems to 
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Antiquity being wanting, no true Succeſſion can be found ; becaiſe 
the Root of Succeſſion, if good, muſt be the Antiquity of it. So 
take Antiquity from them, : and-then' wanting that firſt Age, the 
cannot be found-.in every Age:; .and not being found in every Age, 
eſpecially the-fiift Age , then they loſe Yi{b:lity, as themſelves 
propoſe 1t for:a Mark of the Church, And for their Holrnef, I have 
ſpoken to that before, and ſurely 1t is. but like their neighbours. 
And for their Miracles, I have given you a taſte of them from Lo- 
reto.: and beſide, others .do'claimthat .mark as well as they ; Yea, 
the Turks produce Miracles ; and the Proteſiants do the like ; and 

willit. others, as the Quakers, the like : and the Bapr;##s can ſay of a truth, 

Synopſ, that God hath done for and amongſt them, ſome things which have 

Papiſ, exceeded: the courſe «of Nature. ” And ſo their Miracles will not 

| more prove them x Church, than the Miracles of others will prove 

the contrary, unleſs they can'prove the others to be Illufions. 

And that they have not'the mark of #:&y, is evident, if Hiſtory 
may be heeded ; for, ſaith my Author, there is an hundred Sects of 
Monks and Fryars amongſt them, and ſome of them ſo divided, as 
they burnt one another for matters of Religion. And for different 
Opinions, there are no- leſs than 'three. hundred, See Fox. Att, and 
Monument, p.*260, and' Wilit, in his Book called, Tetraſtilon 
Papi. T: 

i know the Pap:&s do- make a great.deal of noiſe about their Pa- 
ftoral Succeſſion, as if 'they could derive it from man to man, up to 

the Apoſtle Peter, But 1 find the learned Proteſtants making it a 

great Queſtion, - whether ever Peter was Biſhop of Rowe, or nor. 

Jerome, 4 Ferom 1s ſaid to have ſeen ſome old Books, which thew, that 

21 ep. ad Narciſſus ruled the Roman Church, when Paxl taluted him and his 

how. Family, in bis. Epiſtle to the Ramays. | 

- 'No-{mall contention is there likewiſe among the Learned, Whe- 
ther Linus-or Clement were the ſecond Biſhop of Rome : :So that this 
. Paftoral Succeſſion the Papiſts pretend ro, meets with ſhrewd Ob-" 
je&ions in the very firſt and ſecond perſon of that Line. 
Againſt the uninterrupted continuance of their pretended Succeſ- 
| fron, many things are objeRed: as, That there were ſometimes three, 
and ſometimes two Popes; and that for more than twenty years time 
together ; ſo that no man could tell whers tie true Paſtoral Autho- 
rity lay. And then comes in that ſtrange diſaſter of Joan the female 
Pope, who for almoſt rhree'years cut the chain of this pretended 
Succeſſion, This thing is famous in Hiſtory, | it 
64 teh Laſtly, 
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Laſtly, Although the Papiſts could prove a continued Succeffion : 

of perſons claiming the Title of {xrverſal Pyeps yet this would not 

juitifie them all to be the Paſtors of Chriſt's Church, For theſe 

two Rules are given us even by the Antients, ; x. Thar Peter left his 

Innocency hereditary as well as his Seat ; and that he-which hath nor 

the one” as well as the other, is not Peter's Sutcefſor,. 2: (That it is .* 

not the Chair, bur the Doftrine tharmaketh's Biſhop, 'Now, 3dly, 

add but Pax/'s Rule in this matter, x Tim.'3, and Tat x, and then 

I am bold to affirm, That many Popes of Rome were. not the true 

Succeſſors of Peter irt Paſtoxal Authority, For k'find-.it\ laid to the 

charge of divers Popes, that they were Drunken-Whoremongers, 

Theeves, given mote to War than Chrift, 'roored: inralkouaſpeakayte 

fin ; furious men, -prophane Scoffers'of 'Chrift 5 - Inceftunusiperſons, 

Murderers, Poyſoners of - their own Parents:and Kindred/;. apen $04 

domites or Buggeretsz Blaiphemers, ' incorrigible: Hereticks,. En- 

chanters; -callers upon -the Devil to'help them2oy playrat Pice'y 

Drinkers of the Devil's Health, -and Traitors to:Princes:--/Theſe 

things are ſo notorious and evident}y'true :0f- the Popes, of- Rome, 19s 

that the-Papiſts do not denythem.”/ 'T .-B. 'Exd ro/Cantreverſ;. and 

the Author of the Seven Queries, as you may ſee inpant before;:; Yea, K 

Bernard was nota" litthe moved with the wickedneſs :of the: Papes - 

of -Rome, When he called, them; Tyrantsy; "Difranterry Ravmency + | - 1 : 

Traytors,, Darkneſs. of the-World, Wolves and \Dovids, ::And,.cenwe 

think- that: Succefſion- to! be -g00d+ Which i8-Gerwedofrom Devidsia, 

F-need ſay no more; See; for the-proofiof att that I' have: ſaid); 

theſe Books ;. Fox\ AF, '&. Monument; Wyllen\ Sywapf; Preddns's: 
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| The Tenth Reaſon. 


The preſent Afſemiblies of Baptized Believers, and they 


only, are the true vifible Church of Jeſus Chriſt : 


Therefore the preſent Papal Church of Rome, is not the \ 


Church of Chrift, 
The Explanation of this Reaſon, or Argument. 


i= Hhmms Reaſon or Argument is not- ſo to be underſtood, as if we 
K do ſhut alt men out of Heaven who are not Members of our 
Church. No verily : This is the expreſs Doctrine of the Papiſts : 
for they ſay, that ont of the Chnrch 1s no Salvation ; and by Church 


they mean, only thoſe that adhere to the Papal Church of Komy : and 


hereuponthey teach expreſly (and ſodo ſome Proteſtants alſo) That 
without Baptiſm, or the defire of Baptiſm, &c. none can be ſaved - And 
therefore 1t is that they give power to Midwives to baptize Children 
ſometimes between the Womb and the World. . _ 

That which we teach, is this, That the ordinary way appointed 


Z»k.24 for men to receive Salvation in, is, The preaching 'of Repentance and 


Remiſſion of | fins to all. Nations, in the Name'of Jeſus Chriſt ; and the 
adminiſtration of Baptifm,' as a pledge thereof, to all that give accep- 
tance to theſe Glad-tydings ; and upon this account this Miniſtration 
is called, The Baptiſm of -Repentance for the remiſſion of fins, And we 
do teach, as a moſt infallible Do&rine, That without profeſſion of 
Faith, manifeſtation of Repentance, and being baptized with Water 11 


the Name of Feſms (hrift, rc. no perſon can be orderly admitted intothe 


Church or Kingdom of God on Earth. And that therefore it concerns 
every man, living to years of underſtanding, and having the Goſpel 
tendred to him, only to look for Salvation this way, as he will an- 
{wer it before the Lord, for contenining God's ordinary way, and 
preſuming to challenge the Grace of Eternal Lifz in a way of his 
6wn deviting. | 

Nevertheleſs, we do not hence conclude, .That all perſons, ſhall 
be damned that ſeek not Life in this way. For, firſt, No Infant 
can ſeek for it in the way Which the Goſpel propoſeth Life to men 
of years: Yet ſurely it is a moſt cruel Dodtrine to ſay, that any In- 


fants dying in their infancy ſhall be damned in Hell, becauſe ( as 
| one 
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one very well ſaid ) God will not damn any perſons for that which 
they cannot help, EY 

Again, in Roms. ift, and 2d. chapters, Pay/ teacheth, That if the 
ſons of men act forth themſelves in a way of Love, Fear, Obedience, 
and Reverence to their Creator, according to the.means of Lighr 


\ vouchſafed to- them, that this ſhall be as much as ſhall be required - 


of them, in the day when God ſhall judge the ſecrets of all men b 


:Jeſus Chriſt ( for God will not. gather where he hath not Rtrewed 


at Which time, God will not judge them by the Lawthat never had 
it, Howbeit, let all that have it ( I mean his written Law) expe& 
tobe judged by it. And therefore, though we will not preſume to 
judge of the final ſtate of this or that Seciety of men profeſſing con- 
ſcionably this or that Form of Worſhip, but leave that wholly to the 
Lord ; yetwe will not ceaſe humbly to beg of allſuch perſons in the 
Name of Jeſus Chriſt, that they having his Law, would carefully 
obſerve the terms whereupon Life is held forth unto them, -and be=- 


- come ſuch glad receivers of the Word, as is mentioned, As 2. 4x. 


Then they which gladly received the Word, were baptized : and the ſame 
day were added ta the Church about three thouſand ſouls; The Argument 
thus explained, I ſhall now endeavour to make it good. | 


The Tenth A. rgument maintained, © 


That the preſent Aſſemblies of Baptized Believers, and no other 
preſent Aſſemblies of men, are the true Church of Criſt, I prove, 
thus : Either the preſent Aſſemblies of Baptized Believers, of'elſe 


ſome other Aſſemblies now in the practice of Infant* Baptiſm, muſt * H/;as,. 
be the true Church of Chriſt ; becauſe without Baptiſm, the Papiſts Rantiſms 


ſay ( and ſay truly too) there can be no true Church of Chriftat this 
day : Now theſe two wayes of Baptizing only (T mean of Water- 
Baptiſm) 1s pretended as neceflary in order to.a vivible Church. 
Rate :- 12. the dipping or baptizing perſons upon their perſonal pro= 
fefſion of Faith, as the preſent Aſſemblies of the Baptsfs Co pratiſe/; 
or baptizing (or rather (prlnlang 9.06 Infants without perſonal pro 
feſſion of Faith, as the preſent National Churches do praRife. 
For moſt undoubtedly, the true.and legitimate claim to this-Titls 
of Chrift's Chyrch, muſt be found in one of theſe two Parties : And 
that no National Afembly, gathered together by Pedo-baptiſm, can 
fairly claim this Title, I haye ſhewed before, whither now 1 refer 
my Reader, And for the evincing yet further, that the preſent Aſ- 
| I ZR ſemblies 
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femblies of Baptized Believers are the tru&vy Bile Gfurch of Chrilt, 
. I thus argue: ; 
- © They, and they only,” have the true Eccleſiaſtical Marks of truly 
Antient Primitive .or Apoſtolical Gathering, Conſtitution and Go- 
vernment : Therefore they, and they only, are the true Church of 
Jeſus Chriſt. | 
Theſe three points, namely, Gathering, Confitution and Govern 
ment, I take (fright) to be the infallible Marks of a true Church, 
And thatthe pigſent Aſſemblies of Baptized Believers, and they on- 
ly, have them, Will be evident to him that confidereth what they 
were at firſt, and how they agree wich what in theſe reſpeCts is on- 
ly found in the Aſſemblies of the Baptized. Congregations. 
* The truly Antient, Primitive and Apoſtolical Gathering, in re- 
ſpe& of the firſt means uſed in order thereunto, was the preaching 
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epentance and Remiihon of ſins, or the Goſpel unto every Crea- 


tare ; and upor-their conviction, to command them, as fiom the 
Lord, to be baptized, every one of them, inthe Name, &c. as ap- 
pears, Matth, 28. 19, 20. Iark 16. 15, 16. Atts 2. 38, Als 
8. 37. Atts 10. 47, 48. And herein onely the preſent Aﬀem- 
blies of Baptized Believers do cloſely follow Chiilt's Piimittve 
Miniſters, 

The Primative and Apoſtolical Gathering of the Church. of Chriſt 
in reſpe& of the ſubje&s gathered, were only ſuch, as through the 
virtue and prevalency of the Word preached, or made known, did 
oive.a demonſtration of their Regeneration by the profeſſion of Faith, 
and manifeſtation of Repentance, and being dipped in Water in 
the Name of the Father, ©c; For the proof whereof I appeal to 
thoſe ſeveral Scriptures alledged againſt the gathering of Chriſt's 
Church of ſuch perſons, as of whoſe Regeneration no demonſtra- 
tion is or can be given, anſwerable to what the Scripture doth re- 
quire, in ordep to perſons admiſhon into the Kingdom oft God or 
Church on Earth. And, ſecondly, I appeal to the practice of the 
Apoſtles aRing, in purſuance of that Commitſion given them in that 
behalf. And, thirdly, I do appeal to the Churches themlſelves, 
which were gathered by the Apoſtles, as they are deſcribed to us 
2n theſe ſeveral Texts following, 


Theſe Texts do 
ſhew to- the dili- 
cent Reader , 
that here is ſuch 
things ſpoken of 
this numerous 
Church,as is ne- 
ceſſarily exclu- 
five of any In- 


fants being ad- 


mitted into their 
Society, as to 
participate of a- 
ny Church Ordi- 
nance: And the 
like will appear 
to the Scripture- 
ſearching. Soul, 
in all thoſe 0- 
ther Churches ; 
as the reſpective 
places will ſuf- 
ficiently  con- 
Vince. 

I have it free- 
ly granted, un- 
der the hand of a 
learned Clergy- 
man, That Chur- 


_ ches, at the firſt, 


were gathered 
only as we atf- 
firm: but he tells 
me, That when 
Perſecution cea- 
ſed, God took 1h 
all Nations, or 
whole Nations ; 
which hitherto 


.he hath. not pro- - 


ved, 


The Baptiſt againftl the Papift, 


Feruſalem, ; SohTy <2, 


The Church "3 I, 21, 22, 
Heb. 5, 6, & 8, Chapters, 


The Church at F As 8, I2,TI3, 14, 


Samaria. IF, I6, 17, 


The Church " Atts 10, 33:44, 45,46, 
| 47,48 | 


(eſaria. 


The Church at 5 A, x1, 20, 21, 23, 26. 


Antioch, Q Atte3. 12, with Ads g, 38, 
The Church atS _m— I T3, T4, 15, 
Philippe, 37, 323 33» 34, 49. 
Phil. 1,6, 7, 8, 9, 10, 


The Church at F As TA $334.46 
Theſſalomca,? 2Theſſ, x, 3, 10, 11. 


The Church at F Clef]. 1. 4, 5, 6. 


{ oloſſe. Colofſ, 2, 1 \ I2. 
The Church at F As 8. x, 2, 3,4, 5,6, 7,8. 
Corinth, ES SER 


The Church at F Ads 28. 24. 
| Rome. 3 Rom, 6G, 3}, 14, 


The Church at S Ads 19: 1, 2,.3, 4, 5, 6,7, -: 


Epheſm,  UEphe. 3. 13, 14y05. 


The Church at FGal. 3. 26, 27, 28, 29, 
Galatia, IGal. 3.712 2 3, 4, 5, 6. 


I 2 TR Theſe 


b o_ 7 Baptujt agalnft the Pap/t, | 

Theſe Scriptures, duelyconfidered, ſhew, That all choſe famoug 
Churches were gathfred in a way contrary to that of the National 
Churches, and conſonant to the way of the preſent Baptized Chur- 
ches. And be 1t here obſerved, that no man ever yet could ſhew 
by any Record of ſuch Authority as may ſuffice to be a Founda- 
tion of Faith in.this caſe, thar by the Apoliles any were ever ad. 
mitted into the Church in their infancy. Wherefore look well up- 
on the Scripture, and then upon the gathering of the Churches of 
the Bap:i5s, and you will find chat they, and they only, have the 
true Antient Primitive or Apoſtolical-mark of Church-gathering. 


Of CONSTITUTION. 


"Hey onely can be truly conſtituted that are rightly gathered, 
which the Baptized Churches onely are. The Primitive Con. 
ſtitution of .the Church conſiſted principally in theſe two heads ; 
»%14, Free-fellowſhip in the Dodrine of the Apoſtles; eAdts-2. 
;h0, 41,42, 47. Fob. 1. 11,12, tz, Af.17.4. 1 Tbeſ.1. 5,6, 9. 
x Fohn 1. 3. Rev, 22,17, | 

No force of a worldly nature .was uſed. in the begetting or con- 
tinuing her Fellowſhip, for it was'a mutual conſent. 

The ſecond thing pertaining to the Conſtitution, confifts in the 
diſpoſing of her Members to thoſe places. to which they are fitted 
to ſerve in the body, x Cor, 12,27. with veiſ. 18, 28, Atts 6, 

2 4+ 
F Now that the preſent Aſſemblies of the Baptized Believers, have 
_ this form of Conſtitution in both reſpeAs, is evident to all that will 
take knowledge of their Conſtitution, 


Of GOVERNMENT. 


RPE true Ancient Primitive and Apoſtolical Government of the 
Church, was only Spiritual, and did recide not in the Paſtors. 
apart from the Church, but in the Paſtors together with the: 
Church; yet fo, as that thoſe to whom the Church hath committed 
- her Power, are the Inſtruments, that in the Name of Chrift and his 
Church, are to exerciſe Government, Matth..18. 17, 18, I Cor, 
3,4, 5. I Tim, 1.20, & 5. 20. 

This Government confiſteth in theſe things ; Exhortations, Re- 
bukes, Reproofs, &c, with all long-Suffering and Dodtdine, 
«jv. 7 | 2 T wm, 


ets, VF 


© A 


2 Tim. 1,2, Andif this prevail not with the Offenders, then is 
the power of Excommunication to be exerciſed, to the with-holding 
their Priviledges in the Church, and to the delivering them up to 
Satan for the deſtru&ion of the Fleſh; and for ſaving the ſinner from 
his fin. And if this prevail not, then the finners fin is retained, till 
the day of Judgment, But if the ſinner be humbled, the fin is by 
the Church to be remitted, and the Offender reſtored, Marth, 18. 
17,18, tCor.e. 3, 4, 5, 31,13. 3 Theff. 3. 6 4, x. Tx. 2008 
Joh. 20,23, 


And this Government is to bz exerciſed without partiality, ' 


x 7:4. 5.21, and without reſpe& to filthy lucre, x Per. 5. 2. and 


"without domination or lordthip, 2 Cor, x. 24. 1 Pet. 5. I, 2,3, 4. 


1 Theſſ. 5.6, 7, 8. | 

Now that this Goverment 1s only found in the preſent Aﬀſemblies 
of Baptized Believers, ts thus proved ; Out of the Church it cannot 
be, and z» the Churchitmuſt be, Epheſ, 4. till all the Saints be per- 
feed z and that this Society, and no other, can be the Church, I 
have alſo proved ; and for further evidence I refer every one to the 


exerciſe of the preſent Churches of baptized Believers, in point of 


Eccleſiaſtical Government. | | 

\ As for other Marks, it is needleſs to infilt upon them ; for that 
Church which hath theſe, cannot be-without the other, ſo far as thzy 
are neceſſary. Yea, let it be well obſerved, That that Church which 


hath true menos is the Church alone, which hath the Promiſe 7 


of Succeſſion, or whatſoever elſe 1s needful in a way of neceſſity in 
order to her being : And therefore, though we could not prove by 
Hiſtory, thoſe things which many make great boaſt of ; yet, having 
the moſt certain Mark [| Antiquity] we have the other in Promiſe, 
and therefore muſt believe that the Church hath not failed of the ac- 
compliſhment of tzem ; for Hiſtories ( ſome of them ) be quite 


loſt; and others, partly ſilent, and partly centradiftory about thele 


things. Again, if Hiſtory did-mention an uni-interrupted continu- 
ance of Baptized Churches, ſuch, I mean, as we contend for, yetit 
would be but Teſtts humane, and ſo no foundation of Faith: And 
beſide, it would ſuppoſe, that the Church of Chrit is ſs beholding 
to humane Hiſtory, as it's impoſſible for her to prove her ſelf the 
Church of Chriſt without if, though ſhe have the 


* 


THE END. 


holy Scripture. . 
But this is ſurely to make the Church to Rand upon toe ſandy afoun, | 
_ dation, | _— 


wr 
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The Vpviter to the Reader. 


ourteaus. Reader. Ww 5 SOR 
THe Author: being ata a great diſtance, ſo that he cones! 24 
not attend.the Preſs, this Treatiſe was haſtily'zead' 8 
'over by a Friend of his, who having obſerved. theſe few* * 
faults,'defires thee to correct them with thy.Pen, as alſo * 
any other which thou ſhalt. meet with, that POTION, T0 
'hath overſeen. 


Paze x6, line I9. for wall allow, reade, will net allow. P. 26.: 
1:23. 'Þ theſe following, T. un theſe things following, P, 31. 1; 22. fer- 
they advance ) Fo "Og might adwance, 
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ho 


Þ the Statutes of your fathers, &c.—1 am the Lord-your God, 
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tention about the SUPrRE AM SEAT of JUbG- | Þ 
MEN T, in CONTROVERSIES of RELIGION. GE 
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Ten | a or Why diſcoveting the ESE Pa 1-28 
Hg Church of Reme, to be no tro Church of Choflee [4 
WHEREIN : "= AF 

Itis alſo.evinced, Thatthe preſent Alſemblies of Bat! ned | 
Believers, are the true Church of Town Chritt... rated bi 


f. K,. 
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Luke-16 294315. * They Gs Moſes and. 4the Prophets, let i IS 4 = 
them. -—1T Fahey bear not Moſes-and the Prophets, verther with) Þ 
they be perſwaded though one ſhould riſe from the dead. + | |; 

Ezck. 20. 18,19. But 1 ſaid unto their childyen—— Walk ye not in. + of 


+ 1n my Starmtes, and keep my Tudgments, and do them -3-- Pal 

1 Joh.12.48. The word fa [ hell TIL ſame halliuid & pal in: 1 "Fs 

| the laſt day. | NN 8 
LONDON, | Bioline the. Yea, See n, 
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Ot becauſe 1 exvy thaſe of the Papel Church, 
evil ; Not that 1 defire they (howld be expo 

© condition for wp $a Religion, or that they ſhon 
| any liberty in that reſp:8t which I deſire ney. felfy.. nor-farany 
other prejudice (God knoweth ) da 1 publiſh this ſmall Teatife : But be- 
cauſe 1 judge my. ſelf concerned at this time to grue ney; Teſtiniany. far the .* 
Truth, againſt ſome Papal Tenents ; for divers cauſes : As firſt, | | 
been laid 5 


/ 

þ 1 am at this time under reflraint, and though nothing. hat 

f to my charge, yet it s rumonr'd by ſome that 1 am a Papiſt ;; y6u, 
; | 


place of my Confinement, have. I been told to my face by ome of the/ 
ſtant Clergie, that 1 am a Roman Jeluite. And indeed this © 
nary aſptrfion which hath. been caſt upon thoſe;4n, general ta wh 


of whar Bath 


in 


I I &c on hs þ68 — 
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Þ wen wl Fae TISE 


:- doors, -£T2 id in way of Anſwer to: _— 


3 es bef, I-gr oduced eftimn wers A 
F Fo, as: ng wn r 1 had erern [Pk d, as ber 
| fate y Antag . 


But | have heard of late, S hes g e quit of this Nation ſo hs I 
\ expel? no more Reply from him "Anil ih gh for divers Reaſons hereaſter 


(hemed, I hgug not A Oe Diſc ore (whe (whigh, if ngdibe, may 


fr dart cinch; eh bro ro lig JN! et I hve thou ag meet here to ſet 
down all tÞe Seven ries, 2) ſo if any C briſ 1an, of ſuitable endow- 
ments, for the Vindication of Truth, a eb the R823 Herb inyhe 


ſaid Quenes,' [hall chi sf to lay rth his Talent in th at, Sugwice, he 
ho, AEDT Bt ot, (fo! the Que! rig 
rf) Yorba y (hall j; joyh.tb each 
[> XI oe 7 this Re nt to blunt the edge 0 
"5 48 oppoftion (che T; nah, | 
RE . 
GERT ES. + _ pl » The A NT I- QUER rES; | 


Yin and 7 | gn h, DEBESSS , roagh SY And 


Hether we are to | _ 7 But Differences is "point of 
Bene all Diffe- | S V Religion, CAN. Your. _ 
bt bps the written Word of God ? 


IIne* of Religion, _ 


God -. bold pre 
| | holy Books: but them. which.we os. y0u 


"Query > © © | © which mehavegtellau, there, dre other 
_ holy Writings, which WeVer- yes came 
V6 knee "that y to our hands, tor'to yours 2 

Popi _ Veand's Y Antiq. 34 

| Wbl ie Word | What Copies and Tranſlations of the 
: bf 08 FI TS - eg DE Bible have ou mer mag driers 


'£ VER 0 .the, Nauten.\ od. t be written Wotd of, Ged be4- 
Ce 4 Fol? Ru for. matters off Religion 3 


| Antiq: 2, 
Og -A Ws RT ſome Book. muſt nat of vie- 
Þ | or: . ceſſity ſpeak. for it felf 7, and: whgher | 
EY Ree know you 1-0 | le Err doth net beſt this 
at is the. tre ord of | MALT e.? And whether "es 
. ion to. ſay, ther8Axe'no 


have received. for. ſuch, fah. theſe. 
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| OY ' 

| home we af - ado the memir we = 
tihe ſenſe: © we be \tryed'? £1 vc ſpeak | 

Word, by whom mutt.} themſelves more than evan : $ 

we be ryed? ? the dead ] whether the Scriptares, vr ar 

Letter cannot explain do not explain anal IT: = 

it ſelf. | 1 not an opprobrieus and i 


- | you to call the Script Cote? for 

. | whether the true lovers of 4 inde ngrpe 

| worThſafed it ſuch Ws «nd Inegropor 
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| have you out of SRP: | prefiy found 3 inthe Scripture ?. And _ 
ture forthe procelion  .she Screpture doth. not one >4r um 
oy 
| 


of the kolyGhoft from |. ave ? Arid wheithert 

the Father & the Son? Ipnefs Fn Hume len Fo 

* or, fox changing. the. |. Bapreſms in; 

7 Sabbathfcom Saturday pro. achuigs 2' wed then, yr por 
'| - ta Swnday?. or prohi-.. cryin all theTexrs whichſprakof 

biting. Poli igamy OF .|- faf79g"5 not profork; Infax!- - 

Infant \Brpilſin 2 And) - whether) oh:1y426.- and pms ad re. 

whether chete- be not || 7, ener oleat wo een ths : 
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| as clearTextsto prove |. ceeds from.the.Furher and. rhe. Son $1 
| unwritten Tradition, | whether x Cor, 7.;1, 2, 3. dont @: 
Purgatory , oo ns by prohibit one man for having two Wives, and 
| og Rarorag fi one woman for havwng. two Hinbindey ind 
| {\- 1; Inhevber "7 Ho vat- rim ary rhe /arvers 
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3» 1 ſhe holdeth by the deeds of God's 


BAPTIST. | 
be like a Book bound and ſealed up; 
as ver.16 & x7. compared with s 
29,11, 12, The Prophet likewiſe 
foreſeeing, that when God ſhould 
hide his face, /ſrae! would enquire of 
Wiſards, and ſuch as ſpoke from fa- 
miliar Spirits ow Sax! did, when un- 
_ derthe like judgment, as 1 Sam. 28. 
6,7,d.) wi:ierors ne Prophet, that 
he might warn the remnant of faith- 
ful ones, whom he foreſaw would be 
as wonders amongſt the reſt, com- 
mands them, as from the Lord, that 
WHEN men ſhould ſay unto them, 
Seek unto ſuch as have familiar ſpi- 
rits, &c. togo to the LAW, as be- 
ing their way to go to God himſelf : 
for ſaith he, Should” not a People ſeek. 
unto their God? To the LAW, &c. 
and certifies them that by that they 
ſhould know Deceivers ; for, ſaith 
he, Whey (peak. not according to Thus 


given them to convince ſuch O- 


g/m, thus: Reconrſe is to-h\, 


ſolve all points of Faith. Ergo, 


follow, that becauſe God*s Word 


Work, | ths Law] there no light in 


them: So that I infer thus much, perſtit:0a5 Oracles ; or, that ſuch 


. . that when ſuch as are enemies to the 

- Church come to invade the Saints 
with their deceit, the only infallible 
way to knomhem to be Deceivers, 
is,to enquire of God's Law and Te- 
Rimony, -1 know that /ſrae/ had the 
Teſtimony or ſtanding Oracle,befide 
the writtenLaw. And theCharch now 
hath the new Teſtimony open in the 


Church, befide the Law & Prophets ; | 


& hezeunto, I ſay,the Church is only 
to apply her ſelf, as aforeſaid, to find 
oft the deceit of thoſe who would 
x0b her of that inheritance, which 


is to be more credited than [u- F 


o d - 
.COmrtained 1n 
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judge whoſe Doftrixe us of pride:Þ | 


"s 


PAPIST. 


racles of falſhood, if they fpeak not 
according to the Word or P10- 
phefie of Iſaiah. This i the 


clear fenſe of that place, ont of 
gr qu hi the ſtras e ch. F 
ſequence. Ergo, the Scripture, 
Oo, ts to reſolve all matters of | 
Faith A ſtrange Conſequence. | 


[ ſay, as will agzrar, if we tru 
your Enthymeme into a Syllo- 


ad rather to the Law, th 
to falſe Oracles, whoſe falſe- 
hood appears, if they ſpeak not 
according to the Word or Prophe- | 
cy of Tſaiah. But if this be ſo, 
the Scriptures, &Cc. are to re- 


&C.- What a prodigious minor : 
have we here ? How doth it 

| 
Oracles are not to be credited, Wy 
when they ſpeak, againſt God's | * 
Word : Therefore the Scrip- Þ -| 
tures, Fc. are te reſolve all : K 
points of Faith. © I know 104 FF i 
have not the word rather in your Þ j 
Engliſh Tranſlation as we have { 
In ours, but the clear ſenſe of the Y, 
place bears as much, | | 


= 


r Tim.6. 3. fait they are q 
_ that teach contravy tothe 
Doftrine of Chriſt, Ergo you! . 
infer that*uhe- Scripture S to, ] j 


BAPTIST. | 
Scripture'; by theſe, as the only i»- | 
fallible Rule; ſhe knows thoſe to be 
lyars, who ſay they are the Church, 
and are not. $ | 

And to this agrees the next three 
Scriptures, the very reading where- 
of ſheweth, that when the Contro- 
verſie is between the Church and | 
Gxch 22 nonrend fallle ty oben Tects- 
the ondly infallible means to refel 

them, is, the Spirit ſpeaking n Serip- 
"ture, Oc. 


For thus ſaith the firſt of them: 


— "<FRELSY; 
This us as mad a coneluſion as the . © 
laſt ; for when there is no clear 
Text of Scripture for either fide, 
a5 1t often happens , or Scripture 
brought on both ſides , How can 
the Scripture judge whether par- 
ty be proud ? or, how can it be 
judge of its own ſenſe, when it is 

; , 4 L. 
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wovwrs Oo v4.» 2, 07 nuoy 07 dna Tora 
pretend to have the Spirit and 
Reaſon on their ſides ? 


1 John 4.6. Thoſe that hear 
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If any man teach otherwiſe,and conſent 
not to wholſom words, even the words of 
our Lord Feſm Chriſt, and the Dottrine 
that ts according to Godlineſs, be us 
proud , knowing nothing, but doting 
about queſtions, &c. 

Thus ſaith the ſecond, He that 
knoweth God, hearethms: he that ts 
wot of God, heareth not ww, Hereby 
know-we the Spirit of Trath, and the 
ſpirit of Error, ; 

- . Thethird ſaith thus, Whoſo trayſ- 
greſſeth, and abideth not inthe Dotirin | 
of Chrift, hath not God, He that a- | 
bideth in the Doftrine of Chriſt, hath | 
both-the Father and the Son. If there | 
come' any mito you, and bring not this 
Dettriuve, recerve him not into your 
houſe, neither bid h1m God-ſpeed, 

From theſe Texts it appears, that 


unleſs the Papiſts can produce ſome- | 


thing which they can infallibly prove 
to be Chriſt's Do&rine, beſide what 
is contained in holy Scripture ;- or, 
that the Apoſtles may be heard as 
infallibly by ſome other means, as 
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Y | Þy the holy Scripture ; or, thar the | 4ue 


not the Apoſtles, are not of God, 
nor have hu Spirit. Ergo, ſay 
you, the Scripture reſolves who 
are religious : Doth it follow out 
of thi Text, that when parties” 
contend, that they hear the A- 
po#tHes, the Scripture, can reſolve 
the difference, and pronounce who 


are religions ? Fc. Not at all. 


2 John 9.: 10, Grves Faldge- 
ment againſt thoſe that follow ot 
Chriſt's Doftrine, You infer et- 
00 the Scripture muſt try whes. _. 
ther men bring this Dottrine, | 
Strange Lagick': for unleſs your 
Text proved that the'Scripture 
containes- all Chriſt's Dottrme, 
which it doth not, your Conſe- 
quence muſt needs be faulty. 


2 Thefl. 3. 2. - you ſay proves, - 
that Reaſon ts ſome wayes neceſ- 
ſary ro decade Controverſies: un 
Religion, I will xot examine 
the goodneſs of this Cn 
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i - BAPTIST © |. > PAPIST. | 
> Saints received ſome Doarine for | brought Scripture to. have pre- 
 Chriſts, that is not contained in the | ved ſo manifeſt a Truth, which 
Scripture ; I ſay, unleſs they can in- | cannot be demed by any, but ſuch 
fallibly ſhew ſomething of this na- {as pretend to have ſo much of 
ture,my Anſwer is good. But if they |the Spirit, that me-thinks they | 
can produce anyother thing of ſuch | ſhould have little need of the uſe | 
authority, then I acknowledge my | of Reaſon. 
Anſwer to be deficient. Howbeit, | 
| 
| 


if any man,or the Church her ſelf,do 
decide a Controverhie, by inſiſting upon the Scripture, this isno more 
than my Anſwer included ; for I do not imagine that the Church 
' Muſt not pronounce what is contained in the Scripture : but if ſhe 
hath power to ſpeak as from the Lord (in theſe dayes) when yet 
the Scripture ſaith no ſuch thing, then I profeſs my ſelf ſhort of un- | 
 -derſtanding the power of the Churctf. 
2 Thefſ.3.2.I only made uſe of this Text thus far, that in Religious 
Controverſies the Apoſtle gives Reaſon her place, and therefore de- 


fired to be delivered from unreaſonable men. | | 
| | 
; BAPTIST. | 
' Concerning my five Texts, and what I infer thence, / need not | 
ſpeak mach here ; yet it is worthy obſerving how apparantly you | 
miſs the clear ſenſe of Iſa, 8. 20. whilſt you reſtrain the relatives | 
[this word] to the Word or Prophecy of 1ſarah, whereas it is as clear 
as the Sun at noon, that they ought to be referr'd to the-Law and 
Teſtimony ; for thus / read, To the Law and tothe Terftimony, if they 
ſpeak not according to This Word, Having thus miſled the ſence of the 
Text, then in all that you ſay further, you diſcover a taunting ſpirit, 
'  endeavouring to beſpatter me with what dirt comes next to hand. 
A I did not quote any one of the-five Texts, as taking it fingly to 
* © __prove the whole Aﬀertion ; and therefore you did injure my under-.. | 
Randing, to argue from them apart, as brought to prove the whole | 
Poſition ; but I brought them to prove ſuch Propoſitions, as being {|- - 
laid together, do amount toſo much as my Aflertion (as I explicate | 
it ) doth contain. For the firſt four Texts do all of them ſhew, how {| 
God's People ought to try. and defend themſelves againſt ſuch as op- 
ſe the Chnrch and Truth-of God, as I ſhewed in my Rejoynder : 
and the fifth, gives Reaſon her place. in Religious Conteſts, But, 
there is not one of the Arguments which I formed from my five Quo- 
ws, but you deprave andabuſe it, by battvadding texms of your | 
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own, and omitting mine; yea, ſometimes. whole ſehtences': and * 


| to have the Church on their fide ( as that's the caſe between us) the 


| of holySet 


when you have ſo done, you flout at the Conclufions, Which deal- : ; * 
ing is too bad for a ſober Diſputant, | on 
It were a very eafie thing to turn all your ObjeRions here againſt * 
the Scripture as inſufficient to reſolve differences in Religion, 
upon the Church as therefore inſufficient to reſolve them, For, 
whereas you ſay, That when both Parties pretend to have Scripture | * 
and Reaſon on their fides, then the Scripture cannot decide the _ 
Controverſfie ; Might not I as well ſay, when both parties pretend 


Church then cannot decide our difference ? 

Again, where you ſeem to ſay, that when both parties contending, - 
do ſay they hear the Apoſiles, that then the Apoſtles cannot (as they 
ſpeak in the Scriptures ) decide the Controverfie : Hath not this the 
ſame force againſt the Church , when both parties contend they hear 
the Church 2 See how you can defend yourſelf, and I doubt not but 
therein you will defend my Arguments for the Scripture. | 

And becauſe you do cry up the Fathers, &c. for ſo clear a way to 
decide all oux Controverfies, I will therefore ſhew you, that they 
do clearly avouch the Azſwer which I have given to this your firlt 
Oxery, as will evidently appear to the impartial Reader of the ſeve- 
ral Quotations which 1 have before alledged, and which do here 
follow. 


a 


The ANSWER tw the FIRST QUERKT, I 
Avouched ſufficient by the Sentence of divers Do c- 
 _ __... TORS, both Antient and Modern. Y 


Hether of” us be Schiſmaticks ? ask not me, 1 "*£5 
will not ask you. _ Let Chrilt be asked, that he Mo ww 
may fhew us his Church. : "1 
Neither muſt 1 alledge the Niceze Council ;- Ang. 
nor you the eArims. 1 am neither bound ro-the one, nor you-tothe ,,,,- 
other ; let the matrer-be tryed by the Scripture. ge 
eAuguſtine ſaith, Let the Scriptures judge ; let Chriſt judge ; let 1.3.6 
the Apofiles judge. Yea, it is confefled by the'Papiſts, that Aug. * © 
Optates, and Baſil, ſummoned their Adverſaries to the aibitriment S. Ny 
criptures, and did, allow the ſufficiency of holy Sctipture Amid 
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bf. Intime/paſt, ſaith Chryſoſome, there were many wayes to know 
. zz the Church of Chrift (viz. ) by good Life, by Miracles, by Chaſti- 
th; ty, &c. but from the time that Herefies did take hold of the'Church, 
k it [/S ONLY knownby the Scripture,which is the true Church. 
| Again, 'he ſaith, The Lord then knowing that ſo oreat contuſion 
would come inthe latter dayes, therefore willed the Chriſtians that 
would take to the ſurenelſs of true Faith, to have refuge to nothing 
but tothe Scripture ; otherwiſe, ſaith he, if they regard other things 
'+ they ſhall periſh, not underſtanding what the true Church is. 
[ Thus my Anſwer,is avouched good, as it reſpeRs the means to 
decide the differences which are about the Church. Next, hear what 
| they ay touching ſuch differences as are in the Church. ] 
wl.3 7ren, If there be any diſagreement riſen up among Chriſtians 
4. concerning Controverſies in Religion, what better courſe is there to 
= be taken, than to have our recourſe into the Moſt antient Churches, 
[which muſt needs be thoſe planted by the Apoſtles, conſidering the 
time when he lived ] and to receive from thence, what ſhall be cer- 
tain and manifeſt. | | 

Auguſtine. Becauſe the Scripture cannot deceive, whoſo feareth 

' tobe miſled in the obſcurity of this Queſtion, let him ask ((OXN- 
SEL of that Church which the SCRIPTUHRE, without any 
ambiguity pointeth out. 

( onſtantine Mag. There are the Goſpel, the Prophets and A- 
poltles, which do teach us what to hold in Religion ; wherefore ex- 
pelling all hoſtile and bitter contention, let us ſeek the Solution of 
theſe Queſtions out of the Scriptures. Thus ſpake this famous Em- 
peror in the Council of Nice, at what time the Biſhops had like to 
have jarred into pieces. 


Hus have I given an impartial Relation of what hath paſſed be- 
- tween the Popsſh Queriſt and my Self, in our #wo laſt Pa Irs, 
(which contains the ſum of What paſſed in the other ) as touching 
this Queſtion about the Judge of Controverſies. . And now, for fur- 
þ - ther ſarisfaRtion, That. the Scripture, as aforeſaid, ought to be ad- - 
mitted he; high;Prerogative,of Judge in our Debates ; confider,that 
© of neceſſity it muſthe ſo. My reaſon is, becauſe either the Scripture, 
-  orſomeother Writings, muſt be our Judge,' eſpecially in this impor- 
| rantQueſtion, WHICH 1S.THE TRUE CHURCH? | 
— ._ For when ic very unreaſonable,tha any party || 
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contending for that.title, ſhould be permitred to give Judgment in - 

nt Aſſembly of Papiſts - 

reſent Aflemblies of: - 
Baptiſts (ay, T hat they are the trme Church, 1s. it fit that either party * 


their owncauſe: As for example, The pr 
ſay, That they are the true Church - and th 


contending, ſhould-here give Judgment deciflive > What then muſt 


we do? Why of »eceſſity we muli to ſome Writings, whereby to be de= 


cided or agreed in this Controverſie;- Theſe” Writings muſt be ei- 
ther the Scriptures, - of ſome other; but no other can compare 


with thoſe, ſo that. they do deſerve-this Prerogative better than any. 


others 5 cf ts; | | 
The Papiſs ordinary way in this difficulty, is to tell us, that we 
mult here be tryed by the Tradition of our Fore-fathers;in which they 


ſay, we cannot. be deceived:: Which Tradition, they ſay, is the only 4 þ 
' thing that ts unqueſtionable, and needs no other ground to ſtand upon, but » 


it ſelf. And againſt the Scripture's being received, upon its own evi- 
dence or authority, they uſually do thus obje&, that before wecan re- 


ceive what it teachtth, we muſt. be aſſured. of its truth, © And again, T. Bl 
they ſay, the Scripture may not be the Jud 'oe of Controverſie, becauſe it End 
' maybecorrupted, tranſlated, ill interpreted, not rightly underſleod, And C ont A 


by theſe, and other hike objeRtions, they uſually in all their Writings, 
invalidate the Scriptures certainty, authority, and ſufficiency, that 
ſo they advance the authority of their Traditions. . 
But let it be ſeriouſly contidered, whether theſe ObjeRions have 
not the ſame force again(t what they re(t upon, which they have a- 
eainſt the holy Scripture ? Firſt then, whereas: they tell us, the 
Scripture cannot teach us any thing, till we be aſſured of its truth: Doth 
not this conclude againſt any other thing as ttrongly ? Ought we not 
to be aſſured of the truth of the Church before we receive her do- 
cuments ? Ought we not to be aſſured of the truth of that Tradition 
which we receive for the Rule. of our Faith > But how muſt we be 


aflured of the truth of the Papal Church, and Tradition ? _ There is 


not a man living, that can remember when either began,- and ſo a- 
vouch its beginning, to be of divine Inſtitution, and the continnance 
of the ſame ever fince its beginning, to have been without any cor- 
ruption : What then muſt we do > Why we muſt ſearch Komes Re- 
cords, And then I ask, are they not as queſionable, and liable to 
miſ-intezpretations, as eafily miſ-underſtood as- the Records. of 
God_? What is- now become of 'theſe ObjeQions, the force 
whereof is evidently againſt the Papal Church and her Traditions, of 
the truth whereof we muſt be aflured BE: 
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I fay again, There.is not a man ef all the Papyſts that can evidences © 
Rome to have been a Church two hundred years ago, and then much: © 
leſs one thouſand fix hundred years ago. So that OF NECESSITY © 
we muſt to the Writings of ſome men ( whom we never ſaw write 
one word ) to find the Church. And then Z would know why we 
may nat.make enquiry at the Pen of Paxl, what the Church was at 
firſt, and what it ought to be now, as well as at the Pen of Auguſtine. 
* Cannot the Pen of Peter the Apoſtle give us as good information in 
” This matter, as the Pen of any Pope, pretending to be his Succeſſor ? 
Tf the Papiſts anſwer, That we know not. the Pen of Peter or Paul : 
We anſwer, as well as they know the Pen of Auguſtive or Gregory. If 
they ſay Pau/'s Writings may be corrupted, and muſt be interpreted, 
may be miſ-underſtood. 7 return the ſame Anſwer of all other 
Books whatſoever; yea, thoſe which contains Romwes Tradition. See 
therefore what is gained by devifiug objeRions againſt the authority 
or certainty of the holy Scriptures. Such doings do only tend to the 
deſtru&ion of all Faith, making every thing doubtful, and the 
effe& is the uſhering in of all uncleanneſs on the one hand, or if 
men miſs this ſnare, they are catched in another, viz, to walk at 
random as their own, or other mens fancy leads.them, This is evi- 
dent by what we have ſeen in the Ranters on the one hand, and the 
Papiſts and Quakers on the other. | | 
Let us trace this matter a little further, thus, The Papſts Tradi- 
tions ( moſt, if not all of which, have been committed to Writing 
ſeveral hundreds of years ago ) muſt ſpeak for themſelves, are un- 
queſtionable of themſelves, muſt challenge no ground: but them= 
ſelves to ſtand upon : But the ſacred Scripture Which hath eſpecial 
Promiſe from God (fot its preſervation, 'Pſa/.12. muſt have none of 
theſe high priviledges allowed it ; Is not' this a moſt peccant Aﬀer- 
tion? Again, Peter and Paul! muſt be no Judges of Controverhies 
in Religion, as they ſpeak to us in their Epiſtles ; but the Popes of 
Rome, dead long ago, and now only ſpeak in their Writings, yet 
they muſt be our infallible Judges in theſe Controverſies. The great 
Council of Apoftles, Elders, and Brethren, Ats 15, can be no 
Judge of any Controverſie, though their Decrees are yet extant a- 
mong us; but the Council of Trezr, who only ſpeak in their De- 
 crees, muſt be our Judge, and that ſo as from their 0 alba no ap- 
peal can be admitted. The Apoſtolical Council ſends forth their 
 Decrees in the Name: of - the holy Ghoſt, and themſelves ; and in 
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eir Decrees, they prohibit the eating of blood, and ſtrangled |. 
ae, Butghs Papal Councils will ſnd forth Decree direAly | | 
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ftolical Council, they may net be permitted to pronounce a Sen- 
muſt in no wiſe appeal, Can any thing be ſaid mote unworthily? - - 

Thus then, Fir | he 
he be able to-anſwerall the cunning Obje&tions thar men, by reaſon 


found out ; yet he hath an Argument of NECESSITY where- 
with to m_ their ſubtilty. And, Secondly, he hath the advan- 
tage of- all their own objeRions, againſt themſelves ; yea, againf& 
their Church, Tradition,and all that they Rtand upon. Being ſeaſonably 
| retorted upon them. - Wherefore I ſhall conclude with the Pſalmſt*s 
words, Pſal. 64.5, 6, 7,8,9. | 
They encourage themſelves in an evil matter : they commune of laying 
ſnares privity ; x ſay, Who ſhall ſee them ? % \ 
They ſearch out iniquities, they accompliſh a dil gent ſtarch : both the 
inward thoughts of every one of them, and the heart is deep, h 


., God ſhall ſhoot at them with an arrow, ſuddenly ſhall they be woun« © 
fd, £ C- 


Lg 


So they ſhall maks their own tongues to fall upon themſelves : all that ſee 
' them, ſhall flee away. | 


And all men ſhall fear, and ſhall declare the work, of God : for they ſhal 
wiſely conſider of his doings. 


#£, If we appeal inthis matter to the Apo. 
tence deciſfive, But from the ſentence of the Papal Council we- E. 
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the godly Reader may perceive, That whether ©, 


of the long experience they have had in the wayes of deceit, have _ . * 
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THE 


| SECOND PART, 


SHEWETH, © 


That the: preſent Papal Church of Rome, is not the 
- Church of Chriſt, for divers or tae E! onſes or 
© Reaſons. 


Ul 
E have heard of how dangerous a Conſequence- 
that Papal Opinion is, Which leads them to ſer 
' up their own Authority (under pretence of their- 
PF". being the Church) above the holy Scripture ; 
fomch as they allow1t no Authority , till it be delivered to us for 
God's Word, by their Church ; ſo that by this DoArine, we muſt 


find their Church, before we can find the Ward of God, as itis con= | 


tained in the Scripture. 

Upon which Conſideration, we ſhall endeavour to ſhew, That the 
preſent Papal Church, is not the true Church'of Chrift ; and there- 
tore what Power ſoever the Church hath, yet they cannot haveit ; 


Berauſe they are not the Church of Chriſt, 


The Firſt Reaſon. 


The. preſent Papal Church of Rome , cannot poflibly 


prove her ſelf to be the Church of Chriſt : Therefore 
ſhe is not the Church of Chriſt. 


The Firſt Reaſon maintained, 
He ras of the Argument no underſtanding man can 


- for unleſs a party pretending to be the Church of Chriſt, 
— To wayes ſufficiently prove t that they ate his Church, they 


=» -- Cannot reaſonably b blame ay body that refuſesſo to.account of the ; b- 
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Papal Chutchyfo prove her ſelf the Church of Chriſt, it is evident _ 
From this gtonnd, wiz, They'make:both the Scripture, and all other 5 
Writings, | depend on:their Church: for their Authority; - and there« _ ? 
fore they muſt prove themſelves to be-thie Church-without the help * 
of any authennicalor authoritative Writings ; which thing is impoſ= 
ſible for them to da. | Po, 5M 
* Being thus diveſted of the help.of all Records,'as: is more fully 
ſhewed above, there remains now nothing for them to/leah/upon but 
their own Eviderice,or:the: Tradition of their Fore:fathers'# not that 
which is contained in any Records, but 'only that which hath beers | 
delivered by word from man to man, &c. Buralas! what Tradition } 
is this they ipeak'of ->2 Not the Tradition of the Church to us, till the © © 
perſ6ns”'delrvering-the ſame, . be fornd to. be the Church'z which;'as - - 
defore, "they cannot be found to be, without the Scripture, Agd for + 
their own Evidence, that” may not prove them to 'be the Church 16 
thoſe that contend with them ; it cannot avail them, 'fith each party - 
contending 11 this caſe,” will, and may, as reaſonably as the Papiſts, 
. took that their: own Teſtimony ſhould be asavailable -for theſe, 'as 3 
, the orher for-thoſe,”- : 207 v%: rs oe boi TE ore 
1 It is as vain here to tell us; they are the-Chuxch, becguſe theres - 
- marks of the Church do agree'to the Papal'Church, and none elſe; © * 
For, firſt, the true marks of the Church are confeſled by the Papifs : "If 
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to be found in the Scripture; which Scripture they receive noty” h 
from the authority of their. Church ( yea, their preſent Church) ſo of the 
ny that rill the Scripture can tell us authoritativety: whicty be:the marks' Queri 


3] of the Church, 'no Church can be found by thoſe marks”; nor can the - * > 
Scripture tell us of thoſe marks authoritatively, till. Romy as @ > 
Church,give it us for God's Word: | So then Rome muſt be found 'the _  - © 
Cn, before-there be any marks to find her by ; which is inpoſ- 
1 <7 74D 200i di won God; ooh vided colores ob £5 
ly | © As for texample't: Toclear|this marter- further; the: Papiſts (ay, 
Ire —_ is a mark. of the true Church -- But now (et the' Holy 
Scripture ahde, and how ſhall I know holweff from. wnholinefs, wich- 
out the Scripture 2" Here the Papifſe being wins Rrair;' rather thats 
'| they will letzhe Law of 'Gody or 'the>Scriprurey-have the prehemi- | 
can| - nefiee; do Anſwer this; That'we buthe a Law in our Conferences; which ©, 
rift] diftates what #5 good, and what # otherwiſe ; and by this Law, even a of this} 
theyl Heathen may judge our Church" holter than any other Congregations of Queti | 
\emd . Chriſtians, ETD. ts CE Eg es _— 
ſen} * \What a miſerable plunge (of Heaheniſm or Quaherhalalbothiens ol 
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} know this? Butalas! whatholineſs can a Heathen judge of ? Sure- 
ly not thatwhichis an infallible mark of the true Church ; for this 
| Spiritual matter 1s fooliſhneſs to the Natural man, nor can he know 
© Ut, becauſe *cis ſpiritually diſcerned, It is true, there is a Holineſs 
- diſcernable by the, Law of our Conſciences. But this only, is:nor 
” aninfallible mark, that any Society is the Church of Chriſt; nor did 
-_ © everany man( Iam perſwaded ) hold forth ſuch a Do&rine, that was 
- - a faithful Miniſter of the New Teſtament, ot Spirit. | 

; Again, What of this kind of Holinefs, whereof a Heathen (as ſuch) 
'can judge, 18 there found among the Papiſts, which may nor be found 
among the Baptiſts ? yea, among thoſe: that are oppoſite to.both, as 
the Quakers, and others ; yea, among the very Fews and Tarks may 
be found as much of this kind of Holrneſtas atnong the Papri#s, if any 
| Credit may be given to Hiſtories. 

1 Sometimes the Paprſts do objet 
would be here noted, That nether the the * Creed as ſufficient, to de- 
Rf of Unity, Univeiſalilty,&c. zor che monſtrate a man to be a Member 
ted, do prove a People that hath them all, - of the Church, though he know 


* Lawof Conſcience, judge their Church to be more holy than' ANT 
= other Congregation of Chriſtians 2 Were they ever Heathens to 
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Pthe Church, becauſe none of them men- not whether there be_ any Scrip= | 

+ Baptiſm , without which there cannmt ture, But I Anſwer, How ſhall | 
p anfble Church, this be proved to. be the Creed > | | 
A | Fl it muſt not be its own evidence; | , 
for then the Scripture miy as well ſpeak for it ſelf, which the Papiſis | x 
will not allow; nor can the Church of Rowe confer any authority nu . 
on the Creed, till they be found to be the Church : So then this is the | p 
Conclufion, Rowe muſt be found to be the Church, before there bea .| |, 
Creed. |  - 
I do therefore wer deſire theſe few Obſervations may be ſeri- A 
ouſly thought upon by all ſober men, | but eſpecially the Paprfts, that ti] 

ſo men-may give to the holy Scriptures, that which is.proper to them; 
"that is, Thar they may ſpeak, without controul, both for themſelves, | ,, 
and every thing elſe of a Religious conſideration ; or elſe all Vo= | T7, 
lumns of the Antients, and Societies of men, pretending to Chii= | | | 
Rianity (as things ſtand in.our dayes) mult depart intoutter Glence..-- | yy, 
|; | ; | anc 
ST - the 
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' The Second R eaſen. 


The. preſent Papal Church.of Rome, hath no Baptifin _— 
Therefore ſhe is not the Church of Chriſt. | 


Fg The Second Reaſon maintained, 
Y the word Baptiſm in the Argument, I mean only the Baptiſm 
B-; Water inthe Name f the Father,eh6. or,. which 1s all one, the 
Baptiſm 'of Repentance for the Rennſſion of ſins, Now that the preſent _ 
Papal Church of Rowe hath not this Baptiſm, is evident by this 
Argument, taken from their own Confeſſion, viz.  - 
The Baptiſm of the true Church is found in the Scripture: But 


'the Baptiſm of the preſent Papal Church of Rome is not grounded 


upon, nor mentroned in the Scripture, Therefore the preſent Papgl 
Church of Rowe hath no Baptiſm. 

The firſt Propoſition is moſt clear, from Matth.28. 19,20. Att.2. - 
Aa.8$. Att.g. Af. 16, Aft, 18, Af. 19. Af, 22.16. Rom, 6. 
Gal. 3. 27. Col.2.11, 12, Heb.6. 1,2, 1 Pet. 3. 27, 

And, that the Papifts: Baptiſm: is not found in the Scripture, L 
prove thus. Becauſe they themſelves do confeſs, that Infant Bap= 
tiſm is not mentioned in the Scripture, nor grounded upon the Scrip=. - 
ture, nor arſy Scripture for tt, See to this purpoſe, the Works of . 
Bellarmsne ;, anda Book, entituled, eAn Antidote, written by S. N. 
a Popiſh Door ; as: alſo T. B. his Exd to Controverſie; In which _ 
Books you Will find the very words which I have repeated. Adde- - 


' hereunto:the Anſwer which I received from the Author of the Sever * 


Queries, when FI asked him what Controverſies in Religion he could. 
reſolve without the written Word of God? he affigned - Infant Bap- 


1] r:/m, as one that was ſo to be reſolved. 


So then, we have it pro confeſſo from the Papiſts own mouths, That ' 


| their Baptiſm ( which is /»fat Baptiſm) is a Scriptureleſs.Bapriſm :- 


Therefore ſay I, it is no Baptiſm. - .. | 
No Baptiſm, I ſay; becauſe the Church hath but one Baptiſm of- 


| Water, and-it is mentioned inthe Scripture, and grounded upon it, - 
| and much Scripture found for it ; fo is not /fant Baptiſm, which is: 
_ | rhe Baptiſm of the preſent Papal Church : Therefore the Papal Bap- 
+4 riſm, is noBapriſm. 


How can they- defend themſelves > Will they: -] 
he Church hath a Scripture-Bapuſm, and-an unericten Baptiſm #. = 
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But, ſecondly, The preſent Papal C | 
manner of the Adminiſtration of Baptifm, as that, had they a true 
ſubje& for Bapriſm, yet, they would be found to have no Baptiſm. 

- This will-appear as clear as the Light, from the Papiſts own confeſ-. 
fon ; for they grant, that the antient 'and primirrove way of baptizing, 

- was, by dipping the party baptized, over the head and earsin Water, and | 
that it was their Charch which changed this way, to a little ſprinkling up- 
ox the forchead, This is plainly to be ſeen in a Book, entituled, (*er- 
ramen Religroſum. —_ 

This bold Change, which men, without any allowance from God, 
have made in this Miniſtration'of Baptiſm, is direRly againſt the 
Sctipture. - Mat, 3-16. Mark, is. 9. Fobn 3,23. Ai,8,38,39. 
Rows, 6, In all which places it's evident, that our. Lord Jeſus,. John 
Baptiit, and the other:;Bapti/ts of thoſe times, did ſo underſtand the 
mind of God in' reſpeR, of-the manner of the Adminiſtration 'of 
Baptiſm, as that they thought it could not be done without ſo much 
Water as they might go into ( both the Perſon baptizing, and the 

. Perſon to be baptized) And now, do not all that will preſume to ſa- 
tisfie themſelves in this thing With a few drops of Water put on the 
face only, from a Man's fingers ends, or out of a Glaſs in the Mid- 
"wifes pocket, lay great folly and ignorance 4o the charge of Chriſt 
and his primitive followers? doubtleſs ſuch, as is not leſs than the 
folly of that man, that hath occaſion only for one Gill of Water, 
and he may-take-it up at the fide of the Brook, and yet will. needs 
wade into the middle of a River to take it up ; or a man that hath 
occafion to waſh his hands only, which he may perform very commo- 

_ dioufly withoue wetting his foot, .and-yet is ſo ſimple that .he will 
needs go. into the middle. of the River to that purpoſe, eſpecially 
ſuch a River where there -is much Water, 1 ſay, the practice of 
Sprinkling. which the Papilts and others uſe, if that anſwer the min 
of God in the caſe of Baptiſm, doth even thus reflet upon Chriſt and 
the'Chriftians in thoſe dayes.: Bur let our Saviours practice. herein 
bejuſtified, - and all. ſuch-praRices a8. tend to the rendring it ridicuy 


hurch is ſo adulterated in the 


lous, condemned. oy EE 45 EI ell 

© The Papifts only Reſerve for the defence of [fant Baptsſm, is this : 

They ſay it is-an Apoſtolical. Tradition, that i8,;a Pregepr delivered by 

the Apoſtles Word, bur not mentioned in their Writings...» \..."; 

- This I ſhall fhew to be utterly falſe, for divers important 
Firſt, No Apoſtolical Tradition, tends. to-:the making.null. or void 

= ny; Apoſtoli 1 Writing, Bui Infant Spri . WY 4+ ; $1 
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I nerof Baptiſm, inall tharpartof the World where the Papiſts (or © 
ſuch as they.) get the Civil. Power on their fide : yea, we ſee'that by. 
this means the ſons of. men are great enemies to the way of God in =? 
. | this matter. How long have many Nations lain deſtitute of the know= 
- | ledge of the Baptiſm of Repentance for the remiſſion of fins, by reaſon of 
» 4 the interpaſition of this cloudy Tradition of Pedo-Ranti{ſm py How _ 
d | have men, pretending to be Minifters of Chriſt, never, in many.” 2 
- | Generations, preached Peter's Dorine, Repent, and be baptized, 
- | every one of you, for the Remuſſion of ſins 2 Note this Obſervation well; 
for although the. Baptiſm of Repentance, &c. hath not been cryed 
, | downin the Nations of Chriſtendom, (by ſuch as counted themſelves - 
© | the only Preachers of the Goſpel) yet it was not fot that theſe Nati- 
'- | ons had noneed of the practice of Baptiſm ; for they daily have pra». 2 
| Rifed ſomething under that notion, which is rheir Infant-iprinkhng; © 7? 
e | So that it's plain, Infant-Baptiſm makes void the Apoſtolical Wit-- 
tingg: Therefore Infant-Baptiſm is no Apoſtalical Tradition. =  -- 
Secondly, Infant-Baptiſm is not an Apoſtolical Tradition, be+ 
'e] cauſe no mention 1s made of it in the firſt hundred of: years-after 
a-} Chriſt. Although I amnot much read, yet I haye uſed the utmoft .. : 
te | of my diligence ro know the Truth in this Point, and I have attained -_» 
d-1 to ſufficient ſatisfaRion, that the. greateſt favourer of Infant-Bap- 
it] riſm that yer I baye met with, durſt not ſay that ever he ſaw any Re» _} 
ne] cord of Antiquity that mentioned ſuch a thing, and that the Scrip- = 
Fr, | tures do not mention it, the Papilts grant, | 
ds. And becauſe the Papiſts make ſuch boaſt of the conſent which they - .- 
th] have-in this matter from Antiquity, I will therefore bexe put in 
0-1 ſomething by way of Evidence to the contrary, For it 18 certain that 
il} Infant Baptifm, as it. was nothbeard of inthe 61ſt hundred, ſo-nei- 
ly} ther was it generally received till above half a thouſand $ xevol- 
of} vedfrom Chriſt, as is undeniable; for thatit is plain, that 7 
hs the meſt famous (or at leaſt, very famous)Chriftian Parents *See-@ Book, 
nd brought up their Children without having them baptized ; 14wled,. A we! 
zinf ſuch were the Parents of Greg, Nezianzen, eAmbroſe, Au- grounded Tres 
cl guſtrxe, and others ; yea, the Emperour Conſtantia, born.of - txſe concerning 
7} Chriſtian Parents, was. not-baptized till he was about. Bapt:ſm, 7 
15] thirty years of age*, See alſo theſe enſuing Teſtimonies. - 
I will declare unto you, how we offer up our ſelves unto God -in Tuſtiq 
Baptiſm. After that. we. are renewed through Chriſt, fuch as are Mart. 
$4 inftruced in the Faith, and believe that which we teach them, being orat. 4 
to live according to the ſame; we admoniſh to 'falt and pray, ar Auths 
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which you teach them, 
dip them In Water, In the Name, &c.: 
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all Nations, and afterward 4apt:ſe thoſe that were inſtructed : for ir 


unleſs the ſoul have received before the true Faith. | 
#ar, Our Saviour did not ſlightly command to baptize, but firſt of all 
erm, he ſaid,teach, and then-baptize, that true Faith might come by teach- 
+ cont. 7ng, and Baptiſm be perfe&ted by Fairb. 
rin, Haimo ſaith, Inths place (Matth. 28.) ſet down a Rule rightly 
- , | bow to baptize, that is, that Teaching ſhould go before Baptiſm : for, he 
$0. Tiith, Teach all Nations, ( and then he ſaith)” and baptize them -. for, 
Fpoſtrl. be that is to be baptized, muft be before inſtrutted, that he firit learnto 
PFEXt believe, that which in Baptiſm he ſhall recerve : For, as Faith wgthout 
: Works ts dead , ſo Works, if they have no Faith, are nothing worth, _ 
eda Beda ſaith, eAll they that came to the Apoitles to be baptized, were 


[. 19, ment of Baptiſes, they received the holy adminiſtration theteef. 
A Tertullian, who lived about the time when Infant-Baptiſm began 
erty, £9 appear, did diſpute againſt it, as an unneceſſary praRice,for divers 
A ſunt Cauſes, 1, For that it ts not meet to commit heavenly things, tothoſe 
 PWhoare not capable of keeping treaſure of an earthly nature. '2. For that 
roi}, the Sponſors might be endangered. 3. For that it became them that 
" were to be baptized, to faft, pray, and confeſs their fins. 4. Becauſe 
they that receive Chriſt, muſt ack him ; let them ( that is, little ones )_ 
come therefore, ſaith he, while they are youths, whilſt wherein they come, 
they are tanght, &c, © 
Auguſtine ſaith, We ſpend much time in exhorting thoſe whom we baps 


HU1tat, any man ſhould miftakg this place of Auguſtine, let h1m kyow that im old. 
Vet. time it was the cuftomto baptize NONE, except they were of full age, 
F' _ anddiddefire Baptiſm in their own perſons, and that ſeveral times, and. 
' , did wnderitand what that Myitical Water meant, which we ſee reſembled 

in our baptiz.ing of Infants. ay | 


at] they are wathed } 

raſmus, prgron Matth.28. If they believe that * 
begin to be repentant of their former life, then © 

r W. _ The Lord commanded his Apoſtles, that they ſhould firſt inſtru | 


fe .28 cannot be that the body ſhould receive the Sacrament of Baptiſm, - 


inftrutted of them, and when they were inſtrutted concerning the Sacra-. 


Bug. de tize—— Ludovicw vives, commenting upon this place, ſaith, Zeft] 
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+  [-Lo here your Pedo-baptiſm is not the old cuſtotn of the Church.], 
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a | The preſent Papal Church'of Rome, is a National Church : 5 
it Therefore” ſhe is not the Church of Chriſt. ” c 
l The third Reaſon. maintained, © "> Mt 
Il} x, "JO make the Goſpel-Church National, conſequently deſtroyes _ } 
he - the DoArin of Converkon, as it is a principle of the Do&rin _ 2 


of Chriſt appertaining to the beginning of a Chriſtian man : For, if 
ly | men can regenerate, or beget perſons to God in their infancy, then © 
1C the Word of Regeneration or new-birth is needleſs in order to our © 
7, | admiſſioninto the Church of Chriſt, and ſo the preaching of Faith, ? 
to} and Repentance muſt ceaſe (4 it 5 4 Pg paraney to aChriflias 
wi ma) in all thoſe Nations which are filed Chriftendow, which is a 
great-part- of the World, And indeed, Experience hath long ago _ 
70 | proved this Conclufion to be moſt true ;- for fince the Church ( as 
4-1 theytermit) was National, the Word, or Work of Converſion, hath 
been little known in the life and power of. it : nay, verily, the very 
an} term |Commtrſ/ion] is become a reproach among our National-Church- 
IS] members. Butthug to make the Word of Converfion unneceſlary, 
ſe 4 inorder toperſons admiſſion into the Churchof Chriſt, is contrary * 
ar 1 to the Scripture, Fohn 3. 5. Lukg 24. 47; Matth.20. 19. 2Cor,g, 
at] 16, 17. Heb.s, 10, 11, Gal. 3; 26, 27, 28, Math, 3.8,9,10. ""J 
eſe 2. To make the Goſpel-Church National, puts an end to the De- 
$).] Arine of Chriſt touching that Separation, and thoſe Diviſions, which 
"| for the Goſpel-ſake muſt be i# Nations and Families, as appears from . 
theſe Scriptures ; Fohn 15. 19. and 17, 14, 16, Ads 2.40, 47. 
Pj x Cor.6. Lukg 12. 49,to 54. And therefore in vain doth any perſon 
{ think to do God ſervice, by compelling Families, Towns, Countries, - * 
1] Nations, or many Nations,to be of one mind in matters of Religion. _ 7 
g>] Iday, it is invain, becauſe the Scripture foreſees, and alſo fore> | 
m1 thews,that the contrary effe&s mult follow the preaching of the Go- 
_o ; and yec they may, yea, and ought to live in. one form of Civil 
Jovernment : for that 1s the will of God.concerning every: ſoxd, 
Rew.13.1x,to 8.- Megs : 
3. The Goſpel-Church cannot be National ; becauſe that takes 
away trom her, Perſecution for the Goſpel-ſake, & makes her become _ 7 


<> *. So, 6a C ; þ4 5” HET £3 
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= the greater part a 
But the true Church muſt notlodk.is be free from Perſecution, if ſhe 
for. live godly in Chriſt Feſms; nor is any thing more + #»comly for her than 
D, to punith or perſecute men. into a Conformity to her Faith or religi= 
ous practice, Fohs 15. 19, 20. Mat. 10.22, 2Tim.3.12. Luke og. 
56. And the greateſt part of the Revelations do ſhew,that the Church 
was to be in a ſuffering condition, and are therefore bid to be patrent, 
awntil the coming of the Lord, Jam. 5. 

+ 4. A National-Church cannot obſerve the diſcipline of the Church 
of Chriſt ; for, in the caſe of withdrawing from diſorderly perſons, 
they do-not only ſeparate men of diforder from the Church, both in 
Civil and Religious concerns, | but they caſt them wholly out of the 
” . World, from all Markets and Fairs, yea, quite out of their Liveli- 
” - ,hoods, &c. which kind of Excommunication the Scripture foreſeeg 
' to beproper to the Churches Adverſary, Rev.13.16,17. 

5. If the Gofpel-ChurchBught to be National, then ſhe was im- 
perfe& in point of Power in the Apoſtles dayes : for ſhe had not then 
any Power to-put Hereticks to death for their Hereſte. But to ſay, 
that the Primitive Church wanted any Power to puniſh any fin, as it 
concerns the Church to puniſh it, 1s to difparage the Apeſtolical 
Churches, and is alſo contrary to the Scriptures, which plainly ſhew 
tlicy had Power then to revenge all diſobedience, 2 Cor. 10, 4, 5,6. 


The Fourth Reaſon. 


| The Papal Church encreaſeth her ſelf more by the Carnal 
Sword, than by the Spiritual Word : Therefore ſhe is 
. not the Church of Chriſt. 


The fourth Reaſon maintained. 


"T Hat fuch Charches as-are National, do moſt encreafe their num- 

bers, and keep thenvalſo when they have them, by the terror of 
Death and Penal:Laws, both Experierice ſhews, and Reaſon tels that 
It cannot be otherwiſe. How eften hath: our Nation changed their 


- —.  thatdatart the Stern of Aﬀairs? : And now, how a 


. 146 iÞaol 1afd 
; "Fr? 72. WAILCN-.LAKE- CNA e: 
: Cone - Peet ot nt apaoe 27 - bes! Ws Gram if FM 


oe, which may as poſſibly be falſe as true. 


Religion, with the breath of a Prince ? ſometime 'to Popery, and. 
otherwhiles to Proteſiancy, and:under ©: Cromwel to a compound of: 
half. Presbytery and half Independenty, according to the temper of thoſe; 
| rethey turn'dagainyY - 
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Judging it their duty 'to God ſo todo, thofe (though this doth, nat 


Juſtifie their way to be good, yet) are honeft men : But'if any for = 

ſelf-intereſt have done it, 'they are the very dregs of men, and will 

be any thing, and ſo noting. | | Ml 

' 2, I remember a notable ſaying of Hillary, who lived about the 

4th or 5th hundred, -and in his dayes the Church was a degenerating 

from her Regeneral Conſtitution 'into a National Fan, where he **#* 

ſaith, Ambition doth aid it ſelf by the Name of ('HRIST, the Church £9 

doth fear and compel the People through Baniſkhments and Impriſonment, to * 
believe ber in thoſe things, which ſhe had recerved throu ' being impri- 
ſoned— She that conld not be beloved of Chriſt if the World had not hated 
her, ' now glorieth to be extolled and beloved of the World, Fc. e 

1} - And that the Papal Church hath ordinarily encreaſed her ſelf more. 

| by terror of the Carnal Sword than theWord of God,doleful Hiſtories" 
.do declare ; namely theſe, S/eidan Comment. A Book entituled, The 
Indians Tears, or, Inquiſition for Blood : as alſo; Fox his Atts and Mo- 
numents. TIO 

'And here I think it meet to-give an inſtance from one of their 

' own Hiſtoriagraphers, namely Fabinuw, He tells us that after Auſtin 

the Monk had gotten a conſiderable ſettlement in England, it hap- * 
Nene that there was. a Council afſembled in this Nation, where A- 
fin propoſed ſeveral things,to which the other Biſhops could not con- 
ſent; but, by your leave,when Azft;z could not prevail by the Word 
(or rather, his Word ) he told- them, 1f they would not ſubmit, they 
ſhould be compelled, by the waſting that ſhould be made in their C ountry 
through War and Miſery, This was not Paul's way, 2 Cor. 5. 20. 


a The Fifth Reaſon, 


| The preſent Papal Church © Rome, labours to keep the 
World in darkneſs, andthe Church alſo : 'Therefore 


DO 
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1 ſhe is-not the Church of- Chriſt, | 
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*d; in Arno rec in of this Argument no man can deny ; forthere - _ 
of 4 1s nothing more oppoſit to the true Church,than to love,or cauſe _ 
iſe] darkneſs.'to {eize,upon any.” And that:the preſent Papal Church-of = 
in  Xawe labours torkeep:all men. in darkneſs, is thus proved. x4 She-- | 


wat ent, wn; 
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” greatly withſtood the Tranſlation. of thn 
- evident, partly from whar Hiſtory declares, and partly from that 
>» which themſelves do ſay. To omit Hiltory, hear what they ſay them- 
' ſelves. Ih their Preface to the Reader m the Rhemitt Teftament, 
thus they ſpeak : LE £7 
 - Order was takgn by the Deputies of the late famous Council of Trent 
|  4nthi behalf, and confirmed by ſupream Autboruty, That the Scripture, 
- though truly por = into the vulgar Tongues, yet may not be indiffe- 
'-- rently read of all men, nor of any other than ſuch 4s have expreſs Order 
' thereuntoof thur lawful Ordinaries, So that we ſee the Liberty here 
iven,. is unlike the Liberty given by Chriſt to his enemies, whom 
commanded- to ſearch the Scripture, Fob 5, 39.4 And. the rich 
Glutron's Friends are ſaid to. have the Prophers and Moſes, Luk, 16. 
29, 1ſracl was of old indifinitly required to lay up the Book of the 
Law in their heart ; to talk of it as they ſate in their houſes; as they 
went abroad; they muſt teach them to their children, an. write them 
upon the poſts of their doors, Dext.6. 4, to9. 
Notwithſtanding all this and much more liberty given by the Lord 
- both to his Enetmues and Friends, to reade his Word, you ſee the 
, Conncil of Trent Will have none permitted, but whom the Ordinaries 
- permit, to reade the Scripture, and they are only ſuch as they judge 
diſcreet, &c. Pref. Rhem. Teft, | 
\, Is it not range that men, pretending to be Chriſt's true Follow- 
ers, ſhould thus contradit him ? He allowed that to his Enemies, 
hich they will not allow to his Friends, Sure they have neither 
ieard his Voice, nor ſeeni his Shape, or, at leaſt, not learned of him, 
Miſerable is the Goſpel-Church 7 the Council of Trexts Do&rine, 
hey have not that priviledge which /ſrae/ under the Law was allow- 
Ad; and yet they are as fin&ly bound to bring up their Childreg in the 
admonition of the Lord ; which they cannot do, unleſs they have the 


x 


furely, thoſe that will not let the Law come within the fight-of our 
- eyes, have no mind it ſhould ever come in our hearts : So then they 
labour to keepus in the dark, 

What can they ſay againſt mens reading the Scripture, which hath 
not.the ſame force againſt the hearing of it preached ? Did not ſome 
conceive as groſs opinions concerning Chiiſt's ſaying, men muſt eat 
his fleſh, as ſome have by reading them? The Fews thought they 

\- were ſo tobe underſtood, as that they might eat his real fleſh ; and 
- - thatwasnotagreater nor a lefle Error, 
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Tythes, &Fc. ' . | 5 
- Yea, ir is evident, that they intend. not to fet us bear muchthat 
ſhall profit us ; for they have deviſed, that the very Prayers and Ser- 


vices of theis Church, be ſaid and ſung ina tongue which che People. 


underſtand not, Yea, they tell us, That it # enough for the People 


to underſtand that the Prayer ts made to call upon God 3n all our deſires; 
and more than this is not necefſary ( they ſay: ) So that the poor Peg» ** 
ple in the Papacy, know not what are the things deſfited ; only they  : 
are told, The Prayer. is made to God in all that is therein defired, 


. 


much of iz; peradventure ſuch Points as talk of 


Are not theſe People kept in darkneſs > But ſaith Pau!, How ſhould 


the unlearned ſay, Amen? 1 Cor, 14. 


this dark Doctrine, from 1 Cor, 14, then which no Scripture more re- 


quireth an underſtanding in thoſe that pray, and in thoſe that joyn _. 


-- "That which is moſt ſtrange, is, That the Papiſts ſhould delivex 


with them ; nor doth any Scripture more clearly ſhew us, to how | 


little purpoſe it is to perform any Service in the Church in an un- 


known tongue. Read the Chapter ; ſaith Paul, If 7 come unto 


ſpeak, frue words with my underſtanding, that I may inſtrutt others alſo, 
rather than ten thouſand words in an unknown tongue, Theſe are Panl's 
words, 2s the Papiſts themſelves tranſlate them. | 

Another way whereby they keep men in darkneſs is this, They 
cumber mens minds with ſ\ucha CcM#LTITHDE of Ceremo- 


nies, and Repetitions in their Prayers, that the mind is ſufficieritly 
charged to remember how many times over they muſt ſay ſome two or - 


three words ; nay, it's evident this is no-wrong, witneſs their Beads 


which ſerve to ſupply the defe& of their memories. As I remem- S 
ber, there is not leſs than fifry Orations and Poſtulations, &c, which 
the Prieſt is to make, and aR, before the Bread be Conſecrated when 57# 


5 

» 4 

Y 
-— 
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they ſay Maſs; andthe like doings they have. in the moſt of their 
Services, which 1 can more defire the Lord would deliver them 
from, than mention. | X 


eat 


 ſpraking with tongues, what ſhall Iprofit you 2 — but u» the Church I wilt”. : 
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\ The preſent Papal Church, is generally (if not only at this 
: day ) gathered of perſons unregenerate; or not new 
I born, as the Scriptures do require new-birth in that 
©» ” . Caſe: Therefore ſhe is not the Church of Chriſt, 


| The Sixth Reaſon maintained, 


I, £ He Scripture ſaith, That except a man ( or any one ) be boys 

again (SO) as tobe like the winde THAT BLOMW.- 
E TH, and that bloweth in ſuch ſort, as. the, ſound thereof 7$ 
HE ARD, he cannot enter intothe Kingdom ( or Church ) of God : 
But the many millions of Infants, whereof the Papal Church con- 
fiſts moſtly ( if not only ) in reſpe& of her Members Initiation, are 
 notthus regenerate. So that the Papal Church is gathered ( gener- 
* - ally) of ſuch Perſons as are not (o regenerate, as Perſons oughtto | 
:” be, and muſt of neceſſity be, before they be admitted into the 
| - Church of Chriſt. The Seed of the Woman ( or Goſpel-Church ) 


are all ſuch as have the Faith of Jeſus, and keep the Commandments -| * 
of God, atleaftin Profeſſion ; for that is the thing that is abſolute- 
- ly neceſſary, in order to any Perſon's admiſſion into the Church of ? 
Chriſt, John3.5,6. 2Cor. 5.16, 17, Rev. 12, wult, Gal. 3,26, : 
27, 28 þ 


>.2, All the Children of the new Covenant, or Church of Chriſt, do | 
DIFFER from the Church under Moſes, S O, as that they, each þ 
"individual, do ſo know the Lord, as that they need not, in ſome ſort, - M 
teach one another, ſaying, Know the Lord, Heb.8. Jer.3x.. But either 

. all, or the generality of the Papal Church, differ nothing from the 
* -Church under Moſes, in reſpeR of their KNOWLEDGE, when f 
”  admittedinto their Church, | Being'ſuch as are not capable of the: Þ 
” - firſt, or leaſt degree of the. knowledge of him. | | BL 


KEY 


'' 3. There appears no mote fign'of Regeneration, - or new-Birth, in __ je: 
the Infants, or Members of the Papal Church, at their admiſſion, MY 


than there appears in ({uch' as the Papiſts ſay are not regenerate. | h 
* + Now where the Spirit of regenerationis, it is not withour ſine de- | © 
- monltrable operation ; for ſaich Chriſt, The wind bleweth, &c. and * 
thou heareſt the ſound thereof, 8c, SO IS EVE RY Onethat is ; 


K- dorn'ef the Spirit, So that I conclude, That the Infants whom the 1 
y, - Fapilis ſay they baptize, are not born of the Spirit, unleſs theyſcan | 


*- 


0 Dog ON 
OR 


\ 4+. There can be no Regeneration in an ordinary way, without © 
preaching the DoQrine of Chriſt, Rows,10, But the Papal Churchis| 
generally (if not only) gathered without the Word preached, in 
order to the regeneration of the Members, before their admiſſion, | 
Therefore they are:not regenerate in an ordinary way. Andif they 


have an extraordinary regeneration, - let them ſhew it. 


The Seventh Reaſon. - 0 


The preſent Papal Church of Rome, maintaineth the Do2+* 
&rine of Devils, and that ſo violently, as that they pu- 
niſh.the Non-obſervation thereof with Excommiunnica- 
tion and Death : Therefore ſhe is not the Church of 
Chriſt. | | | 
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Thu Ar gument maintained. 


His Reaſon, or Argument, may ſeemto be harſhly laid down ; 
yet if it be true, there is necetfity to propound it. And for | 
the truth of it, I defire you weigh what followeth, a 
z, To forbid Marriage, and to command to abſtain from Meats 
which God hath created to be received, of ſuch as believe and obey . 
| the Truth; this is the doQrine of Devils. Butitis well known that 
| the Papiſts do forbid the whole Calling of their Clergy to Marry, 
and thouſands beſide of thoſe that live in their Monaſteries. and 
Nunxzies, &c.. and this under pain of Cxr/izg and Death, You ſhall 
hear them ſpeak their own words, wherein they do not only prohibit 
4 Marriage for ever to ſuch as enter into the Miniſtry ; but if any be 
married, and afterwards come into the Miniſtry, they wholly de- _ 7 
ptive ſuch of the-enjoyment of their Yoke-fellows.. Thus they _*- ? 
ſpeak ; The cauſe why the Church requireth chaſtity in the Clergie, and Fo 
forbiddeth not only fornication, but all carnal copulation, even in lanful 7+ 
wedlock, ts tothe end, that God's Priefts be not divided from hin by tha Ant: 
D | clogsof Marriage, but be clean and pare from all the fleſhly afts of. copula=  * 
5 | tion: And this dotrine'they teach from x Cor, 7, where if you reads 
' the 4, 5, 6, 7. verſes, you may eaſily learn the quite contrary-No- 
| ctrine, Again, They teach from 1 Tim.3.2. That noze ſhall Marry 
| !hat come into holy Orders, And, that if any of the Clergie,- in other pp, 
4 Sountries,, had been permitted, in tinues paſt, to'enjoy their Waves, yer they Teſt. 
'- of} now declare it to be againit the Apoſtles Rule; -And this they ſay wethe qo - 
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>, That we made Felony, by the AR of the Six Articles, for Mini- 


s tOmarry Wives, Fox, p.1135, And this cruelty Bellarmine de- 


* _ fends by a ſaying of Jerome, That a Biſhop begetting Children,ſhall 
«= *becondemned-gs an Adulterer. | 

' _ Now whereas I ſay the 
EE Is nog: for the Church 
5 But for their Church to forbid one kind of meat above |. 
in Lent, and divers other 


forbid Meats, &c. I do not mean, that it 
to Faſt and Pray, and in ſuch a ſenſe to 


forbid meat. 
. another ; as that we may not eat Eggs 
creatures which God hath created, to be received of ſuch as believe. 
For the true way of Faſting, is a total faſting for the time (unleſs 
- neceſſity deny. | And truly the Papal Faſt of Lent is in a manner no 
Faſt, which allows the drinking of Wines, and the eating to the 
full of ſuch delicacies as do in 
Which yet the Papiſts by no means will permit men to eat. For my 
Author tells me, That they make the eating of Eggs in Lent, a; dam- 


nablefin. Fox,p.nv43., I might fill much Paper about their forbid- 
| ding meats. But toproceed : 
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The Eighth Reaſon. 
The preſent Papal Church of Rome, is Myſtery Babylon : 
Therefore ſhe is not the Church of Chriſt, 


The Eighth Reaſon maintained. 


Know, that generally all that difſent from Rome,do account her 
as in her preſent Rate to be MyFtery Babylon , And truly for my: 
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> ak of this matter, it is upon Record, That Greg.7. | 
As. 1079, didenforce Miniſters by Excommunication, to leave their } 
32 Wives. And Urban 2, Anne. 1066, Decreed, That it might be F 
+ 10. {awful tomake the Miniſters Wives bond-women. And Fox recordeth, 


e the fleſh as much as Eggs, &c. F 


1 Bs 
findit is ſo clearlyJ thi 


meant, of Rowe, that even the Papilts do not wholly exempt her from Th, 


* this Name. Yet they deny. that Rowe, _ as now confidered , iff rin 
| Ahtery Bhi 5 only, fay they, itis to be referred to Rome in het ug 
 ___ Heathewſheftate, But thus I reaſon; ' Jafce 
P..*+ +2. If the preſent Papal Church of Rome be not CMyery Bat Th, 
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then either the Papiſts, - or ſome body elſe, can ſhew. us: 
le which better deſerves that title. B 
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4 1» 3->The'preſent-Papab Church hath-che/Maiks 
1 therefore ſhe is MySery Babylon, 7» fi lt hit 
T4g I proveiitthus 2 IX vj} 
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- Earth, Revel7. :TheiWoman which then [aweſt, w phat yrvar| 
reigneth over the Kings of the Earth, This Matkvthe preſe! 
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Empreſs, & c:.; 4 ) ON MEXICO! £115 Tat JE 33 . e $34 
Another Mark: of MyiFery Babylon, 'is 'great 


d- - the Ruins: of:theit Abbeys. do evince. ; Compaxeralt cheſewitch ew 
18, and ſee.jf-rhey.do notagree.. ©:55 I {901 2 nt nods ak 
.; Another Mark of. jftery. Babylen'is;:She* fits uponiNarions; 
Tongues, and Peoples. Rome hath this Mark; T. B, inhis Exdts 

_}. Controverſies, chap. 26, 27. i 

Ny Another Mark of Myftery Babylon is, She enſlaves the Souls of ' 7 

. | men, and is drunk with blood. Now that the Papal Church of Rowe + 

hath this Mark, T needonly to refer my Readers to thoſe large Hiſte= - 

J ries of Sleider, Fox, and Benzo the Iralian., / 7 

her} Laſtly, As I noted, it is confeſſed by the Papifts, That MyFery 
myyYy Babylon,. Rev. 17. & 18. chapters, . is meant of Rome; only they 

uly} think to free themſelves from the force of that blow, by telling us, 4 

romy That ic's meant of Rome in her Heathzniſm , and under the petſecu=" © - .; 

, 8Fting Emperors. Bur this is but a poor ſhift, as may/appear, by ſhew- ,; , 

het ing, That the Antients .do write againſt Rome, as Myfery Babylon F ab. 

Jafcer the perſecuting Emperors were down ;- for the Papiſts ſay, > 

Ba That Conſtarine pt an end 30 the Perſecution, when he was converted, - + © 

us Mwhich was about the year 300, ww” a few, odd years; ar whic| 1 ti f RS; 
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g. de - And eAngyu#ime is maſt clear in this matter, in his Book of the 
wh Let Ged 3; Where he calls Kome-another Babylox in the Weſt. : And 
» Willing men to confider, That in the beginning of the'Crey of i Gud, 
 whichwas in Atrdhaw's time, the firſt Rowe, that was, Eaftern Ba- 
| buloewas builded in halides. And about what the firſt Baby/ow was 

efttroyed, leſt the Crey. of God ſhould want hex Enemy, the ſecond 
' Babjlon,. whichis Kewein Hay, was erected.” .- 1 os 
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bro. -- Chrgſaſame ſaith , ftichret | ſhall. :xvade the vacant Empire of 
Kev. Rome, 4d aſſay to draw nato ly the "Empires both. of God _ 
;y, | m4. Thus it ſeems that Rowe was accounted Myitery Babylon, four 
or five hundred years after Chrift' and if ſhe be not now, what the 
was then in that reſpe&, I deſire to be informed 'where-that blood- 

drunken 'Fornicatiix:, 'mentioned, Revelation 1.7, is now tobe 
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me to ſend fire on the 
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| Ghall.they be made. alive. Wherefore look: how: far ſoever. they ues 
| Fallinthe'firt man-of the Earth, ſo far they (hall be reſtored by che-16, x 
' Lord from Heaven; yea, [the Gift to them by Chriſt ſhall exceed, ' '2 
the Loſs they. had by Adaws. But if they live to years. of under-, ©; 
Banding, and become actual finners againſt God, then the way ap», -. : 
pointed for the remiſſion. of -their fins, is, to repent, and be. bapizedg ; 
every one of them, that they mayrecerve the holy Ghoſt,' and ſo be by 3%, " 
it led into: all Trath ;" ard attain at the end the ſalvation of their. ſouls, "+ | 
through Feſme.Chryſt our Lord. | | | _ 
Ancther Argument whereby it appears the Church of Chriſt can-=. 3 
not. be National, is this; No man is bound to become a Chriftian - - 
under pain of corporal puniſhment, as Death, &c, - but living *: 
peaceably as men, no man hath power, to compel them to be bap- 2? 
tized, or to walk in the Chriſtian Profeſſion, as is clear from the ; 
Texts before recited. Now take away Fgrce in matters of Religi- 
on,. and; a. National Church cannot ſtand jn an abſolute National © 
Form; this. all experience can teſtifie, | 
1 -- Again,: That the Church-of Chiiſtat the firſt, or.1n the fiſt Ages. 
e'] was not National- ( in. the firſt» method or way wherein a Churgh. © 
5, |  beginneth to be ſo, namely, by the admiſſion of Infants into the © -» * 
e | - Church) is very evident; becauſe it is utterly incredible, that the - 
4] many thouſands of Infants, of ſuch as in thoſe dayes believed, -- 
1= | - ſhould be-admitted/into the Chuxch, and not ſo much as the whiſ= +? 
ef perof ſucha thing to he found in all the holy Writings of the Apo-'_. 1 
h, files. - And befide, 1 have ſhewed from the Teſtimony. of YViwes, --  ; 
ea (Auguſtines Commentor ) That the Church had not the cuſtom to . «wy! 
nf ' daptize Infants inald time. +. 
It is likewiſe certain (. if. Hiſtory be true }-That the Goſpel- _ 
Charch, uſed-no compulſion in matters of Faith ;for more than threes 
hundred years afcex Chriſt, About which time Conflentine . - ' . , |} 
ordained grievous puniſhments for ſuch as ſpake againſt Fab. Chron 
Chriſt; and allowed the any ap to uſe the Unbelievers 4th pare. Tei 
hardly, -But God did not bleſs. theſe. doings: for Con- this Euſebiug 
artine became an-eArrias Heretick, .and perſecutgd the doth Joems th 
ve baptized him, as alſo- others thac continued conmtradith,» 
ithful. | > 2 


bl -. Hence then I conclude, That ſeeing the preſent Papal Church of © {; 
;t6 cur tows, Foveſry Aerie. 196 Yn, Foo 
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